


a and incurring an amount of expendituro which no statesman 
we : 


V ne an instance before us to-day of the amount of error which oxists 
subject. ‘The British Indian Association have had tho rashness. to 







that the Census returns show that the agriculturists upon whom this rate 
ld fall form barely half of the population, The jrentlanis who wrote that 
__ letter could not have consulted the Census returns, but must have been content 
to take his figures from some other source. I think I hayo recently seen. that 
statement in a newspaper article, and it may have been taken from that source 
without taking the trouble of verifying the ‘reference. My hon’ble friend, the 
Secretary in the Financial Department, has exposed the incorrectness of such 
an assertion, and he gave the exact figures of the Census returns which put the 
agriculturists proper and the rural labourers taken together at 78 per cent., 
and he also gaye other references which justified the assertion genorally 
accepted in all economic writings on Indian subjects, that the agricultural 
Pe tion cannot be taken at less than 90 per cent. of the whole. The 
cue Banu Esuan Cuunper Mirrra evidently failed to hear what the 
Hon’ble Mr. Ristey had said, and is still in the vale of ignorance, for he 
repeated the statement of the British Indian Association that the agricultural 
population is barely half of the whole population. This is an instance which 
shows how hard error dies and how easily a misstatement once set afloat is 
taken up and repeated without criticism or examination. It is important to 
impress upon the Associations and other public bodies who address the Council, 
that if they want honestly and intelligently to assist us in our deliberations, 
they must learn to verify their facts he assertions and know. what they are 
talking about. If these matters were properly understood, the Council would 
not have so much of its time wasted. " 

“T turn next to some financial suggestions which belong to this part of 
the subject. We have heard mala some instances of the extraordinary financial 
ignorance which used to prevail, but which bas been largely dispelled by the 
knowledge gained in the discussions on the Budget. For instance, we are 
told that the District Boards have such large balances that they could meet any 
schemes for drai out of those balances. The gentlemen who made these 
assertions did mre hover accurately what the amount of these balances was, but 
the true figuro was 14 lacs of rupees, ‘hey did not consider that District 

ds must have working balances in hand, and that for 38 Boards. the 
average balance was under kis, 40,000, which would not go far towards a large 

drainage scheme, Nor were they aware that in too many cases the whole of 
the “ie has been,forestalled, the District Boards having incurred liabilities 
which if presented at the end of March would have swallowed up the whole of 
their balances, Another thing we have been tuld is that the Government of 
Bengal should appeal to the Government of India for money to carry out 
schemes of drainage instead of imposing a rate. Where was the Government 
of India.to find the money? People talked as if the Government went about 
with money in their pockets Sabai to give it away as people give charity to 
. If the Local Government gave money for these drainage schemes 
when it had not a surplus, it would have to take it away from some other 
equally important source of expenditure, If the Government of India gave 
the money, they would have to rob some other Government. Why should 
the Government of the North-Western Provinces, for instance, be taxed to 
improve the sanitary drainage of Bengak? I think one beneficial result, which 
will accrue when members get into the habit of discussing public measures, is 
that in the course of time the Council will be saved from a repetition of 
- arguments of this kind. ¥ 


_ “The Hon’ble Bavu Surenpranara Banerger has suggested that I should 
- direct that sanitation should be the first charge upon the road cess. I must 
say I cannot agree with the hon’ble member, for this simple reason that 

road cess is the road cess; it is not a sanitation cess. It is imposed 
» the purpose of making roads, repairing roads, and extending roads, and 
would be an improper and se carat diversion of those funds if we 
Dera: oly starved the roads for purposes of drainage. What we do hope 
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a day for work on the roads, which shows that labourers are in no want of - 
zemunerative employment. It is said that owing to decay of local industries 
the artizan classes are being driven to agriculture, and that more and more land 
is yearly being brought under the plough, to the detriment of the cattle, which 
are thereby deprived of pasturage. This theory, however, seems to be fanciful, 
as a reference to the figures supplied to the Director of Agriculture will show 
that the area actually under plough falls far short of the culturable area, arid I 
do not believe that the pasturage lands are being seriously encroached upon. 
The material condition of the people is, however, injuriously affected by the 

“increase of malarial fever, MER y is due both to deterioration in the quality 
of their drinking water and to defective drainage. Rivers and ‘eink are 
gradually silting up, and though efforts have been made to induce the people to 
take loans for the improvement of their water-supply, they will not take 
advantage of the offer. There can be no doubt that for some three months in 
every year a large proportion of the inhabitants are put to the greatest difficul 
to obtain drinking water, and though the District Board are devoting as muc 
as they can spare to the construction of wells in places where they are most 
needed, it is obviously beyond their resources to cope—to even a moderate 
extent—with this real and pressing want, If the villagers could be induced to 
contribute some labour, the District Board could greatly extend their operations 
by grants-in-aid, but the villagers do nothing, and the excavation of a tank 
brings enormous profits to contracters and labourers. 

39. In Murshidabad a number of the cultivators were affected by the loss 
of a large part of the dhadoi vice and mulberry crop, in consequence of early 
and long-standing floods. ‘The good outturn of aman rice, however, afforded 
them relief to a considerable extent, The high prices at which the principal 
food-grains sold during the year were much felt by the non-cultivating classes, 
but benefitted the cultivating ¢lass. Having sufficient work, as also the ad- 
vantage of the charitable doles largely given by many zamindars of the 
district, the landless labourers had very Jittle to complain of; indeed, labour is 
more or less difficult to obtain. 

40. In Jessore the good crops of the year and the consequent fall in the 

prices of rice have to a certain extent improved the condition of the working 
classes and raiyats. The landlords have got their rents and the mahajans 
recovered their bad debts. There was a decrease in the number of bonds and 
mortgage deeds, and an increase in title and rent suits. In short, the year was 
one of plenty and comfort, The Collector reports that the weavers of the 
district have never in the memory of man been so prosperous as they are at 
present, and attributes the ay to the imposition of import and excise duties 
on the finer counts of cotton, though I think that it is really much too soon 
for this cause to have produced any effect, Although the district remained 
exceedingly unhealthy as regards fever and other diseases, the fact of the rainfall 
being seasonuble has somewhat decreased the mortality from fever. The better 
classes of natives have suffered as much as usual from fever, liver, and 
spleen. : 
: 41. In Khulna, where the bulk of the pele are agriculturists, their 
material well-being depends largely on the outturn of the rice crop, and as there 
was a bumper crop in the year under report, contentment and prosperity 
prevailed everywhere. “But there was a general complaint among the 
cultivating class that the price of paddy was so low that it did not enable 
them even to pay their rents in full| to their landlords. 

42, On the whole it may be said that. the material condition of the 
people. of! the Division during the year under report was. better than in the 
preceding two years. 





VI.—EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION. 


48, 24-Parganas.—During the year under report 4,575 emigrants. 
registered in this district as compared with 5,216 tthe previous year. ‘Ot 
thee, 1,881 were for the colonies.and 2,694, were for Assam, Cachar, and 


Sylhet, as compered with 1,987, and. 3,229 respectively in. the previ uae 
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_ showing a decrease in the number of emigrants both for tho colonies and 
_ for the north-eastern labour districts. Of tho total number of emigrants only 
8 belonged to this district, and the rest to western districts. There was no 
registration for St. Lucia or Guiana during the year. 
_ 44, Nadia—There was the usual exodus of labourers during the harvest 
season from this district to the Sunderbuns and neighbouring districts. Coolies 
froin up-country were employed on railways within the district, which would 
not be the case if local labourers were starving for want of work. It is also 
reported that a large nuniber of labourers went to work on the Assam-Bengal . 
Railway without the intervention of recruiters, 

45. Murshidabad—There was no emigration from, or immigration into, 
this district during the year. 

46. Jessore.—I1t is reported that the only emigration in this district is in 
the form of short visits to the Sunderbuns by labourers and cultivators for the 

ddy harvest, by Namasudras from Magura for the collection of wood, and by 
shermen from Narail for catching fish. ‘There is no immigration, 

47. Khuina.—There is no emigration from this to othor districts. There 
was the usual influx of labourers es the neighbouring districts in the trans- 
planting and harvesting seasons, but they return to their homes as soon as 
their work is finished, They are allowed a percentage of the produce, which 
generally varies from +;th to yeth, as remuneration; but it is reported that, 
there being good crops during the year under report, the supply of labour fell 
short of the demand, and the rate of remuneration in consequence rose to +th 
or 3th of the produce. 


Vil—PRICES OF FOOD AND LABOUR, 


48. The price of common rice, which is the staple food in this Division, 
fell by about one-fourth as compared ‘@yith the two preceding years in all the 
districts of the Division except Murshidabad, where it rose slightly. The price 
of salt in all the districts has remained almost stationary during the last three 
years, Tho prices of wheat and gram rose in all the districts except Jessore, 
where the price of wheat fell a little, but these articles are not commonly 
consumed. In the 24-Parganas the price of common rice fell from 11 to 14 seers 

er rupee to 15 to 26 seers. Owing to damage caused in the Basirhat and 
Diamond Harbour subdivisions by the heavy rains of June and J uly, there was 
a rise in prices at these places, but with the progress of the harvest the prices 
fell again gradually, until at the end of the year common rice sold at 15 to 20 
seers a rupee. In Nadia the price of common rice fell towards the end of 1894 
and did not rise again. A similar fall took place under other items except 
gram in Meherpur, Chuadanga, and Ranaghat. In Murshidabad the prices 
of wheat, rice, and gram rose during the year as compared with 1893-94, but 
not so high as in 1892-93. In Jessore and Khulna the harvests were excellent, 
and the prices of common rice were lower than in the other districts of the 
Division. ‘The prices of labour in the districts of this Division remained almost 
the same as in the two preceding years. In tho 24-Parganas a decrease in the 
wages of the blacksmith from 12 to 10 annas is reported, but I do not 
suppose there is any real fall. In Nadia the wages of unskilled labour rose 
slightly, and at one period of the year common coolies were obtaining as much 
as 6 annas per diem for working on roads, On the whole the fall in the price 
of rice had no material effect on the wages of labour, which are generally 
fixed by local custom. 


VIIL—MANUFACTURES AND MINES. 
49. ‘Tho principal mannfactures of this Division are cotton twist and yam, 
gunny-bags and cloth, paper, ice, shellac and lac-dye, indigo, silk, sugar and 
molasses. ‘The manufacture of cotton twist and yarn, gunny bags and cloth, 
paper, silk, ice, shellac and lac-dyo is confined to the district of tho 24-Parganas, 

which 57 factories were at work at tho close of the year under report against 
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58 in the previous year. Of these, nine are owned by Government, and the rest 
belong to companies or private individuals, The total number of operatives _ 
employed in the several mills and factories was 60,474, Of these, 46,524 were 
men, 8,977 women, 4,565 boys, and 408 girls, The number of operatives 
shows a decrease of 12,359 as compared with the number employed in the 
preceding year. The decrease is among the male employ¢s at the Govern- 
ment factories and jute presses, &c, There has been no decrease in jute or — 


cotton mills. The statement given below shows the value of the outturn as 
returned by the owners of the several mills and” factories during the last 
three years :— 

















ARTICLES. Remarks, 
1894-95, | 1893-94. | 1892-93. 
1 | 2 | 3 4 5 

| 

| Res. Rs. Rs. 
Gunny-bags and cloth ... 2,09,90,016 1,61,98,071 1,00,37,674 
Cotton twist and yarn ... 74,18,581 81,51,872 68,24,017 
Rice .| No information | No information 58,000 

given. given. 

Paper 20,365,479 | # 12,05,873 10,49,167 
Lac 18,00,000 9,50,000 10,00,000 
Leather 66,000 72,000 
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_* 60. According to theso figures the year was favourable for all except 
cdtton twist and yarn and leather. With regard to cotton twist and yarn, 
the Secretary to the Dunbar Cotton Mills makes the following observa- 
tions :— 


“Cotton has ruled moderate in price. There have been no great fluc- 
“tuations, but prices slowly fell till the end of 1894, being forced down on 
“account of an immense crop in America and by the fall in sterling prices to the 
“Jowest point ever reached. Early in March a reaction set in, and prices have 
“now recovered from 10 to 12 per cent, from the lowest point reached. 
“ Yarn —'Vhe financial year opened with renewed demand from China and 
“Japan, and there was every prospect of a brisk trade to make up for the 
“diminution of stocks in the last, which followed the closing of the Indian 
“mints, During the next three or four months there was a fair trade, but the 
“ outbreak of the Ete in Hong-Kong, followed by the war between China and 
“ Japan, effectually checked business, which still suffers from the latter cause. 
‘There has been a good local off-take during the twelve months, which has 
“kept prices steady and enabled the mills to keep clear of stocks, The local 
“ mills worked with a bare margin during the first part of the year, but latterly 
“the fact that prices remained fairly y while cotton prices were 
“falling enabled moderate profit to be made.” i 


51. With regard to the manufacture of jute, the Manager of the Bar- . 
nagore Jute Factory makes the following o tions :— i 

“Tn the beaiany of the period under review mills were all losi 
“‘money on account of the high price of unmanufactured jute. Tineanis 





gradually 
and prices have since 
year most mills haye 






. As regards hours of work, noticed in ph 51 of last year’s 
re srehe ‘it has been reported that the Hastings tan oa continued to ‘Sak 
hours daily, and two or three others have worked till 8 or 9 p.x, with 
the idea of making a uniform 14-hour day, lighting with oil lamps and electric 
light. This system of working after dark is generally condemned by those in 
the trade, and is not considered beneficial either to workers, whether Tuthopeau 
_ or Native, or to employers. A very large majority, not only of the European 
mg and assistants, but also of the mill ro consider that a uniform 
day of from 6 a.m. till 6 p.m. would be beneficial to all concerned, 
58. There are two paper mills in this Division—one at Titaghur and the 
other at Kankinara, the latter having been started during the year under 
report. The manufactures consisted of white printing, badami, and coloured 
papers, blotting, cartridge, foolscap, and water-marked stamp paper. The raw 
materials used were grass, mgs, jute, hemp, waste paper, &c. 

54, In the district of Nadia there was considerable improvement in the 
working of the 16 oil mills started at Sarupganj. Additions have had to be 
made owing to the former capacity of the mills having proved inadequate to 
cope with the demand. 

55, Indigo is largely manufactured in the districts of Nadia, Murshidabad, 

Ea and Jessore. The table below shows the state of 
ae this industry during the year under report as com- 
pared with the two preceding years :— 


1893-94, | 1892-93, | 1804-05, | 1893.94, 1992-93, 1894-95, 


[eye 





56. It will be seen that the number of factories is gradually decreasing in 
the districts of Nadia and Jessore, while in Murshidabad it remained stationary. 
The decline in this industry may be ascribed to (1) a gradual rise in the level 
of the country, making if less liable to fertilizing inundations. The plant 

ws less luxuriantly and the one is more liable to injury from drought ; 
2) a great increase in the value o: agricultural produces which leads to a 
greater demand for land ; (3) an enormous rise in the price of labour. The 
improvement in the out uring the year in the district of Nadia has been 
attributed to normal rainfall at roper seasons and lateness in the ap- 
i ance of floods. In Murshidabad the outturn increased, but was not up to 
ne csi Early and long-continued floods did great damage to the crop. 
ere was a heavy fall in prices as compared with previous years, the outturn 
being larger. It is universally admitted that the manufacture of indigo can 
never pay by itself. All the planters have more or less | zamindaris, 
and without these they would cease on business. The Meherpur 
subdivision, in the district of Nadia, is still the principal seat of the indigo 
re th As reported in previous years, there were six large concerns in this 
Bu vision, dw ’ ‘ 4 ¢ s) 











94,00,205 | $3,84,573,) 27,2410 





This industry, like indigo, can hardly be called manufacture, 
only preparation of raw produce for the market as a material and not as a 
finished product, In both the districts there was decrease in the trade, attri- 
buted to the unfavourable nature of the season and poor outturn of cocoons. 
The November erop of cocoons in the district of Murshidabad was specially 
small, but prices ruling high, ‘many filatures did not buy till late in the season, 
and consequently the outturn of silk was greatly reduced, amigo! in the 
European filatures. It has: been ge that the price of silk in the European 
market was also low. With the decline of the native silk industry in the district 
of Murshidabad, the manufacture of silk cloth at Mirzapur in the Jangipur 
subdivision is also ag a year by year. During the year under report 
6,311 pieces of silk cloth were manufactured, against 7,004 pieces of the 
previous year; the value thereof, however, rose from Rs. 51,450 to Rs. 55,058. 

58. Sugar is manufactured from the sap of date trees in all the districts 

. of this Division except Murshidabad. The mana- 

5 ar gers of the sugar mill at Cossipore have not 
supplied any statistics of their operations. ‘The concern is a private one, and 
the proprietors do not care to publish their transactions. The following table 
compares the state of this industry in the districts of this Division during the 
last three years :— 







Number of factories. 






mj 1m | 178, 


. || Information not tarnished, |, 





In the district of the 24-Parganas the manufacture of sugar under 
- the native process is confined to the subdivisions of Barasat and Basirhat. 

principal centifes of the date sugar manufacture are Santipur, Chakdaha, 
Krishnaganj, Danlatgeni, Alamdange, and Munshiganj, but no statistics are 
available regarding the outturn. ‘Phe decrease in the number of factories and’ 
in outturn has been attributed to loss sustained in the preceding year by the 
manufacturers and to the heavy rainfall of November, which stopped’ tree-. 
tapping for.some time. The of cn was higher than in the previous. 
year, probably on account of the fall in value of the rupee. at 


IX.—TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


69. As the statistics, referred to.in paragraph, 2. of, G 1 nt of Bengal. 
Statistical Department) circular, No, 2, dated 16t April 1895, have 
received from tho riba yo Soong a te Railway, Asie og 











Oil 
Oilseed 


Firewood 
Coal and coke 


Jute 


Cotton and twist 


na’ more directly than 
a anas.— The. 


15,21,088 
34,095 
1,849 
42,172 
1,387,463 
61,432 


- 44,269 | 


42,001 
2,28,484 
13,980 
4,87,886 
84,635 
- 18,209 
1,149 
9,491 
8,684 


27,831,822 


No. 
6,749,773. 
28,925 
as 


17,083,402 
22,875 
474 
68,940 
2,29,225 
30,494 
45,465 
21,848 
2,47,556 
17,800 
4,70,423 
88,956 
15,390 
1,001 
11,662 
13,971 


29,738,977 


No. 
8,848,450 


29,884 |, 


) 5, I reported ¢ 

tgaihd Hdd Ho ben able to obtain the necessary. 
that it would be better if Government could obtain the , 
through the Collectors of districts. 
2 below shows the export and import traffic 
e 11 main trade routes of this district during the past two 


Prom Catovrra TowARDS 
Morassat. 


1,72,860 
8,79,245 
60,029 
28,549 
58,242 
61,836 
92,963 
4,40,081 
71,395 
1,57,847 
2,14,475 
9,876 
1,00,670 
66,508 
21,210 
3,826 

















1894, 


Mas. 
96,918 
§,15,738 
59,284 
25,918 
52,467 
59,421 
96,609 
2,51,755 
72,588 
1,88,077 
2,48,417 
17,219 
1,380,081 
60,038 
23,656 
26,810 


19,34,112 





18,74,881 





No. 
1,082,150 


1,517 
Rs. 
15,659,287 
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Paddy 


Gram and pulse .. 


Jute, raw 


2 2,000 1,158 wee 
re) 100 1,33,302 
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18,783,024 
1,90,136 

8,525 
2,69,891 








2,643 
1,853 
ae 

10,088 
1,652,480 
1,178 









tement shows the trade of this district with 
ts along the Circular and Eastern Canals during the 
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Th ment below shows the “up” and “down” 
fi ‘Of this district carried by country boats along the 
Orissa Coast Canals during year :— 









64, Nadia,—Trado in this district is carried on principally by means of 
tivers and railway. The principal articles of export are wheat, gram, pulses, 
jute, linseed, sugar, both refined and unrefined, cotton, and indigo; while the 


pore articles of import are cotton, European iece-goods, twist, both. 


and Indian, rice, paddy, salt, and kerosine oil. 
5. The following statement shows the “ up” and “down” import and 
export boat traffic of this district along the Nadia rivers during the year under 
_report of the 22 articles mentioned in Government circular No. 2, dated the 
16th April 1895 :— 


—— 


Inrorrs, 1894-95. Exports, 1894-95, 





ARTICLES. 















Rice mi ws 11,108 
Paddy en Pye, 1,454 
' Wheat iat as 86,627 
and pulse + 2,12,871 
food-grains 12,172 
_ raw s tee 72,334 
_ num de axe 
Lines ea = ae aes 52,390 
Mustard seed ... eae ask 1, 
Tea, Indian ... sr aig A 
Cotton, raw ine ey | a 
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Rice ce hi <es ane 


Gram and pulse... vee Ay: oes nas 
Other food-grains ... te os ss Sd 
Jute, raw ue pass ~e A 2,500 
Gunny-bags ose toe ave ia ove 


Linseed ‘ sis 

Mustard seed tee % ad one a” oo 
Ten, Indiau iad «ae aes call sees 
Cotton, raw RE wae am ci, 325 
Silk, raw. akg a a 


Sugar, refined _...... ee iis 
‘ te, unrefined... La oe ‘Sh iti 
Tobacco, ma : 
Ditto, unmanufactured 


Cotton piece-goods, European ... { re boxes | 
Ditto, Indian in bales | 


*** Lin boxes 

Cotton twist, European F 
Ditto, Indian 

Salt “se ce bv 

Kerosine oil se a ost 


ee wee awe 


67. The statement below shows the export and import trafic of the 


istrict carried by rail during the calendar year 1894 in the 22 articles men- 
tioned in the Government circular of the 16th April 1895 above referred to:— _ 





~ 





AnricLEs, | Exports, | Tmporte ” 





oe ee 





* 68. These es were op lied by the railway authorities in tons, but 
8, taking 27 maunds as equivalent to one ton. 

statements are newly prescribed, and while the river-borne trade figures 
are for the financial year, the figures for the rail-borne trade are for the calen- 
mpare the figures under the different 

with those of the previous year. No reliable figures under the head of 


they have been reduced to maun 


These 


ce, 
uro) 


ected the import under this hea 
in this district during the year. 


Indian, in boxes. 











Cotton twist, Euro 

Dies, Ren ae 
Salt he 2,538 
Kerosine oil a 6,885 


ar. It is not therefore easy to co’ 


appended to Government circular No. 2 of the 16th Ap 


importa: 


maunds, valued at Rs. 7,98,682. 


69. Murshidabad.—The following table shows the different articles of 
export trade in this district, and the extent to which they.were exported during 


the year under report as compared with the year preceding :— 


70. The figures show that there was a considerable falling off in ee 


1893-94. 
Mads. 

Rice in husk ee fain ate 81,095 
Do. not in husk ... see ws. 5,45,877 

Gram pulses ... oe as # 

Jute she ‘ ese 250,282 
Linseed av os so «88,762 
Mustard eee eee ese 4,369 
Indigo aoe see eee 1,641 
Silk as he 4 7,029 





European piece-goods are available, and the Collector cannot therefore definitely 
say whether the levy of the new ser on European articles during the year has 
‘atk or not. None of the other heads call 
for any remarks, There was no trade under heads “silk” or “ Indian tea” 
Indigo does not find a place in the list 
1895, but is an 
nt article of ex from Nadia, the exports in 1894-95 being 4,595 


1894-95, 
Mas, 


82,112 
2,28,027 
27,974 
35,789 
2,50,691 
18,015 
7,002 
2454 
3,668 


- export of all the articles, except ri¢e in husk, jute, mustard, and indigo. 


is attributed to the short outturn of the winter crops in general, except mustard, 


to the late beard rains of October. 


1 J ; r, Bhagwangola, Mirzapur, Lalgola-~Raghunath- 
Dhalise, “Bhaichara Satui, Seheats Kacdi, Saktipore Dupakheria, , 


Sitarampore, and 





15,011 
24,778 








‘The river-borne. traffic of this district is confined as a rule to some 
_ months during the og ei its briskness gradually ceases with the ataliteed 


of the waters of the Bhagirathi. During the year under report ‘the ri 

remained navigable throughout the year, and M steamer of Messrs, Hoare: 

Miller and Com carried. on business with Calcutta continuously. A state- 

ment showing the “up” and “down” import and export traffic of the several 

‘aaa in this district carried by rail during the year under review is given 
ow :— 

















Imports. Exports. 
Srarion. Rr : 
From up. | From down To up To down — 
country. country. country. country. 
1 2 8 | 4 5 6 
Mads. Mads. Mads. Mads. 
Takipur age 16 55 578 339 
Bhakhara os 588 6,875 5,790 1,863 
Noada - 5,715 10,647 13,826 35,337 
Segardighi . a. 2,128 4,788 9,549 9,658 
Borala 87 38,193 280 
Azimganj we] 75,804 49,024 3,540 13,922 
Jeaganj we] 20,561 30,801 2,353 77,290 
Raghunathganj sa... 13 628 ose 470 
Jangipur os 810 1,824 383 7,815 
Dhulian oes eee 5,672 257 16,009 





72. It is reported that the above figures have been received from the 
Audit Office of the East Indian Railway at Jamalpur. 

73, Jessore—There was no change in the important means of communica- 
tions during the year under review, except that the steamer which used to ply 
between Jhinkergatcha and Kotchandpur ceased to do so. The important trade 
centres of this’ district ‘are Jessore, Basumdia, Rajarhat, Jhinkergatcha, Kali- 

nj, Khajuria, Chowgacha, Tarpur, and Keshabpur in the Sadar subdivision, 

angaon, Ganrapota, Go were Maheshpur, Khalishpur, and Bagdah in 
the Bangaon subdivision, Jhenidah, Kotchandpur, Gilapol, Sailkopa, Nazirat, 
Harinakundo, and Dhantola in the Jhenidah subdivivision, Magura, Benodpur, 
Satrajitpur, Nohata, Rajapur, Nakail, and Radhanagor in the Magura sub- 
division, and Narail, Chanchuri, Lohagara, Kalia, and Sidhiposa in the Narail 
subdivision. Piece-goods, salt, kerosine oil, cotton, raw cotton twist, sugar 
refined, gunny-bags, manufactured tobacco, table rice, grain and pulse, are 
imported from Calcutta by railway, and from the railway stations they are 
carried by boats'or carts to the marts for which they are intended. Tobacco 
unmanufactured is imported from Northern Bengal. Rice and paddy are 
imported from Beckineana and the Sunderbuns by boats. The S ary 
articles of export from this district are rice, paddy, pulses, jute, linseed, sugar, 
. indigo, and molasses. Fish, hides, cattle bones, and tobacco are also exported. 


74, The table below shows ‘th 
carried along the Nadia rivers during the year 1894-95:— 





RR Rei ; ears 
ng statement shows the rail-borné- 
wea? ‘ I ae ie 


Rico AA Te ... | 1,21,296 | 22,400 
Paddy iy ee se 14,700 18,860 
Wheat ses a oii meas mae 
Gram and pulse int «| 15,260 47,824 
Other food-grains ese bas 836 336 
Jute, raw ss ae wor] Bt. | 100,944 
nny- oe Sie iso ; 
in fa se te 224 | al220 
Mustard seed .., sed vee | 84,440 8,724 
Tea, Indian... rT Sie aah nals 
Cotton, raw... ies auy oes 840 
Silk, raw aa xin fee oat ots 
Sugar, refined ies fa 868 15,316 
Do., unrefined Vue eae 9,520 | 1,93,172 
Tobacco, manufactured .., ‘% 808 HY 
Ditto, unmanufactured ... se | 1,28,240 4,060 
Cotton piece-goods, European «| 19,152 140 
Ditto, Indian sox aa , 836 
Cotton twist, European... «| 11,984 ia 
Ditto, Indian oes oe 224 “se 
Salt “is Rg ..| 91,168 812 - 
Kerosine oil... ase ee | 82,928 224 


—_ OC ee 
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Imrorr. Export. 
Anricizs. 
Up Down | Up Down 
stream. | stream. 
1 | 2 8% | 4 | 5 










Rice : 
Paddy 860 65 
Wheat ibs ae 
Gram and ue nar 5,682 
Other food-grains eos tee 195 
rh ute, raw elt ay 13,736 
unny- seins fr) Fs: 
Tang bese ae eae 5,415 
Mustard seed ; res one 
Tea, Indian rad 












e import and export traffic of the district : 















flowing tate "show hd ads’ oP dhe district. with Calcutta 
by country boats along the canals during the year 1894-95. fs 





Pei = pce 
imeal on 1 
* Mads. 
Rice 1,11,645 
Paddy 72,856 
Wheat “ 
Gram and pulso ote 95,371 
_ Other food-grains 
Jute, raw 2,31,576 
: Gunny-bags 
Linseed “a 4,803 
Mustard seed 5,475 
Tea, Indian 
Cotton, raw 1,165 
Silk, raw fd 
Sugar, refined 2,550 
Do., unrefined — 82,407 
-Tobacco, manufactured 
Ditto, unmanufactured Ys 1,071 . 
. Cotton piece-goods, European —_... | Rs, 1,76,369 
Ditto, Indian 
Cotton twist, European «| Rs. 1,804 
Ditto, Indian 
fc Salt ive she as 81,750 
Kerosine oil on ery 24,209 S - 





76. Indigo does not find a place in the list prescribed by Government, 
but is an important article of export from this district, the exports in 1894-93 
ing 1,159 maunds, valued at Rs, 2,35,644. There is no office in the district 
for of ristration of river or cart traflic. It is reported that the trade 
of this olistrict is on the increase. Previous to the opening of the Bengal Central 
Railway the trade in foreign articles was monopolized by a few wealthy men, - 
at ae the opening of the railway it has been shared by seve small 
Ast since gata ace, is gradually nereneins, It is observed that foreign 
oe tgp now sold at cheaper rates than before, while the pricos of local 
ucts have risen, a8 they reach a ready market in Calcutta by the Bengal 

















































ark : A. 
1. Deposit ee | 1,52,095 0 0O]| 1. Bstablishment sat 3,112 6 
2. Debts recovered ...| 1,12,489 15 8 . Expenses for the man- 800 2 
8. Interest recovered 50,257 11 9 ent of immove- 
4. Rent and cesses ... 95 0 0 
5. Unpaid dividend .. 429 1 0] 8. 7,009 6 
6. Reserved fund... 623 5 6] 4. 1,79,486 15 
Aj ee foes reali 800 6 9] 5. 1,00,675 0 
8. meson | of ee 995 0 0| 6 29,870 12 
; t for the pur- 7. 12,348 8 
a 5 of immove- 8. xXpenses 189 14 
able, property. 9. Pia of stisie 801 4 
9, miscellaneous ™ deposits. 
10. Cash in hand at the 10. Closing balance 
f beginning of the 
year. 
Total 8,90,127 10 9 Total 8,90,127 10 








Total for 1898-94 .,,/ 4,90,494° 6 


77. Khuina.—The following 


the district during the past two y; 
Articles. 
Pieoe-goods . 
Gunny-bags Br 
Salt ee 
" Cotton twist and yarn cae 


The other important imports were kerosine oil, iron, ironware, 












4,90,494 6 





6 | Total for 1893-94 
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a iq gives particulars of the import trade of 


1893-94. 1894-95. 
7,483,980 Rs. —_7,79,600. Rs. 
46,795 Mds. 14,671 Mads. 
vos, AADBOL, BOL oaF 
oo 8,491 “_” 4,303 ” 


grain, 


wheat, fancy 7 ga, and potatoes, but no statistics are available as ‘to their 
erie f or value. The filowing table shows the particulars of the export 
trade o the district during the past two years :— Pf 
Articles. 1893-94, 1894-95, 
Rice in husk bee ws 7,40,562 Mds. 8,56,702 Mds, 
Do. not in husk * 545,479 ,, 8,08,812.,, 
Gram and pulses fe hg ey ed Ra ec 5,200 ,, 
Tute be ... 68,888 ,, 112,263 _,, 
Gunny-bage _ ee a 630 ,, 
Hides bat w+ 86,826 Rs. 16,708 Re, 
; Sugar ; wed . 18,160 Mds. 18,353 Mds, 
Molasses F: w+ 68,548, 60,980, 
Boondri wood ves te Not known. Not known. f 
Besides the above, betelnuts, cocoanuts bah, hg tobaceo, mats 
and ‘wax were largely exported duri a nas oe hon 
by the Sabie ae) porta fig and th te 
figures, as is no | ata’ 
well be omitted from the report. 0 statistics 0 


{ 





Rice. SATE Nh Pg A ey 
Balt) 600 


i adeaiet ettiby contacy 
4 
ae 


Bh etal § Mg % 
\e Diay 
GAT A 





« 


i ; son tee “600 ~ 
Mustard seed . Ae 1, 600 
Tea, Indian ,,. ae vee Sai 
raw. sone von 340 
ilk, eee ove owe ae G00 
Des " mrefined ‘| * BO | 63850 
‘ohaeco, manufactured —., aa ei 
Ditto,’ tnmanufactured |. | “995 te : 
i Rs, Rs. 
Cotton piece-goods, European,| 3,200 a 
* — in boxes: 
‘Cotton twist, European... 75 
en Mas, Mas, 
Salt abs ee w+] 82,853 ae 
Kerosine oil |...) ny 4,950 haa 








The following statement shows the transactions of the Khulna Loan 


Company, Limited, during the calendar year 1894:— 


Rs. a. Pp 

Amount of deposit ei ‘7, w. 64,268 9 0 
Ditto deposits withdrawn ... a +» 29,824 6 0 
Ditto loans given vis i +» 1,14,264 0 0 
Ditto principal realized... ahh «. 60,689. 0 0 
Ditto interest realized ..., mat “+ 2L,162 9 9 


The capital of the Company is Rs, 1,500, and the rate of interest varies 
from annas 12 to Re. 1-9 per cent. per eee rae the amount of loan 
advanced and the nature of the security pledged. The Company was able to 
declare a dividend of 15 per cent. to its shareholders uring the year, as in the 

tions duri 


nos 


rea - Tho statement below shows the transac during the 
7304 of the Khulna Trading Company, which was established in 1891:— a 










Shares realized 


Advance money realized has 
rest realized on 
Sale of bricks a 


Balance of last year 













‘The of these iae is seems to bh 
inge, and to have through the eastern subdiys. 
during 1893 and 1894. The details of the companies are 


companies +. BB 

i ditto i. 

Birth ditto es 3a 

Fever ditto spe Sat ae 

Bn Pilgrimage ditto ak Deca 
105 


Some of these companies are registered, but the majority are not. As the 
shares are not transferable, registration appears unnecessary. The principles 
of all these companies are nearly the same. ‘There is no capital in the ordinary 
sense of the word, and there ‘are no funds invested. A maximum number of 
shares is fixed. ‘he price of each share is generally a rupee—often less, 
There is an entrance fee of a few annas, Tn the smaller companies the share. 
capital seems to be mostly swallowed up in preliminary expenses, such as cost 
of registration, establishment, postage, printing, &¢. In case of death com- 
panies each share-purchaser can hold only one share. He has the right to 
name another person, who on the death’ of the shareholder applies to the 
directors, who proceed to levy a sum from each of the other Shnsolislaere, 
which is called the death-fee and is generally of the same value as the share. 
The amount of foes thus collected is paid to the nominee, who then retires from 
connection with the company. The nominee has thus an interest in the speed 
death of the sharcholder by whom he is nominated, The marriage and bi 
companies are conducted on the same rinciples. When the nominee who must 
be a female is married, or when she has a child, the shareholder is entitled to 
collect a fee from each of the other shareholders. When a company is newly 
started, the first few calls for fees are paid with fair punctuality, and the first 
few nominees or shareholders, as the case may be, receive the intended benefits, 
After a time, as calls tag Dl the shareholders get tired of paying, and cease to 
do so, preferring to forfeit their shares. The claims of the nominees or share- 
holders multiply, but there are no funds to meet them and the com ny collapses. 
Most of the companies are reported to be failures. Some stil exist, but the 
directors are finding difliculty in collecting,the fees. Only one is said to have 
Rs. 8,750 inv at interest in the popes Loan Company. The price 
of a share of this company is Rs. 5. The object of the fever company was to 
provide fever-stricken people with funds for treatment out of the subscriptions, 
which were at the rate of half an anna a month. It has ceased to exist. The 
Pilgrims’ Provident Fund is divided into 2.000 shares. Each shareholder has 
to pay 8 annas on admission, Each group of eight persons has to pay @ sum not 

i 2a month. If all the shares were taken up, eight persons 
would get Rs, 400 a month while on pilgrimage. But if more than eight 
persons go on pilgrimage in one month, four-fifths of the amount realized 
will be given proportionately to them. If any one of them dies in a holy 

, his nominee or heir will get ‘the amount three months after his death. 
But no person will got anything if he goes on pilgrimage within four months 

sig Rue tp de Tiecaly otdbaiatl t's SeaNA ont oe 
79. Sugareane is largely cultivated in the | ia subdivision and in pa’ 
Sayer “ot Meher ur in Nadia. In the Kushtia subdivision 


a atta Messrs, Renwick and Company te on hire ae 
- eane-crus amills during the year against 1,369 mills in ¢ ear preceding. 
Me ‘The marked increase is attributed to the excellont outturn of the sugarcane 
_ crop during the: ge 





As each mill Sa re ee a ets day, the profits 
: B con ; nOLMOV urshidabad molasses are pre in 
bes Ke bid hegre ar has beon estimated to be 









on. The outturn of the year h i 
fi, ngainat 2,400 mand, valued at Rs, 11,400, 
















ane in the year under report. It he 
which a few years ago used to be gro ab 
to other varieties which are preferred. In Kh there was an 0 
60,980 maunds against 68,543 maunds in the previous year, whilst the 
much the same. BRS PK SSN AERC 
80. ‘The brass foundry at Moheshganj manufactures iron screws 
J " ; other requisites for indigo factories. The suc 
gh set fal working of this foundry depends on the nu 
of orders received from local planters. The year having been favourable, a _ 
large number of orders were received, and the slackness of business noticed — 
in the preceding year ceased. Brass utensils are manufactured at Navadw 
Jibannagar, Dharmadaha, and Matiari in Nadia, and in some parts of Jessc 
Boll-mctal and brass utensils of superior kinds are manufactured i i 
quantities in Berhampore, Khagra, Kandi, and Baranagar in | 
[urshidabad. ‘These articles are generally sold in local markets and also sent — 
to Rajshahi, Calcutta, and other places. Santipur dhotis and saris are much in ~ 
demand for their fine texture, but the industry is. 
undoubtedly dying out ciptony Fe the importation of — 
European co Mr. ea a ollector of e ia, observes that it is a 
ity that the weavers cannot be | iled upon to work on a co-operative system, 
ara is their only hope. ‘The cotton eso of Kushtia and Kumarkhali 
are very largely used by the poorer classes on account of their cheapness. 
Large quantities of this materi are,exported annually to Dacca, Mymensingh, 
and Tippera and sold in those districts. The manufacture of coarse cotton 
cloths is also carried on in the districts of Murshidabad, Jessore, and Khulna. 
The clay figures of Ghurni, a part of the Krishnagar town, are very much 
Bee ie dash appreciated both here and abroad. Mr. ett 
ry and clay figures. . observes that these figu “Sereed a good deal of 
artistic merit, and that the knowl of anatomy shown by the ignorant workers 
is marvellous. A species of fancy earthenware is manufactured at a place 
called ‘I'aleswar in the subdivision of Bagerhat and at Khanja in the Satkhira 
subdivision of the Khulna district. Pottery of common kinds is also manu- 
factured in the districts of Murshidabad and _ Jessore. The ivory industry, 
4 which was at one time in a flourishing condition in 
ishnk the district of Murshidabad, is now almost extinct, 
the manufacture being carried on only to a small extent in Khagra Manulla- 
bazar, and Daulata’ olice stations. Shell bracelets, padlocks, and. blankets 
manufactured in Murshidabad, and sticke, sandals, boxes and teapoys of 
buffalo horn, and reed mats in Khulna. : 
. 81. There are no mines in any of the districts of this Division, 


Cotton weaving, 


X.—ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES. 


82. The chief administrative changes during the year were as follows :— 
1) Levy of a customs duty on all articles imported b; sea under the 
a) a ag a Tariff kee 1 : 

2) Levy of duty on all cotton yarns at every mill. 

3) Reduction of interest on the Government debt from 4 to 33 per cent. 

4) Marking of guns before issue of licenses under the Indian Arms Act, 
and the introduction of the system of getting Arms Act licenses 

; renewed through local police and post offices. = 
(5) The introduction of the system of thumb-prints for securing the 

identification of parties in the registration of deeds and in other’ 
f identi which, I may observe, was — 







discussed b ‘tr. Bono, oa he 
the sites of polico-station 








eye 3 ie oat ok aah pags Seyi tay , 
enquiries of any importance were undertaken in any of 

of the Division during the Ava under report, besides the seal 
ion of vital statistics, the price-lists under the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
i al statistics required by the Director of Land vena and 


_ 84. In rural areas births and deaths continued to be reported at police, 
stations by the vi chaukidars. The Vaccination Department almost entirely 
failed to check vital statistics, as they were expected to do. I have observed 
during the year that the registration of deaths is steadily improving, though 
_ it would be absurd to accept the figures as sufliciently accurate for drawing 
_ deductions from them. 

We Rat -- XIL.—OLVIL JUSTICE. 


vt, 80... The sever. statement shows the number of suits instituted, disposed 
- of, and pending in each district of this Division during the past calendar year 
as compared with 1893 :— ; 


wo Tnstituted. | Disposed of, | Pending. 
Distaicr. - 
\ t 808. 1804, | 1893. 1894, 

























1 


24-Parganas 5,298 5,889 
Nadia op 117 1,279 
Murshidabad 1,856 1,676 
Jessore fi 2,077 2,406 
Khulna He, 1,916 | 1,999 

pa Total "412,768 | -116,020*| «115,217 a |e 





In the 24-P: there was a decrease of 1:5 per cent. in the number 
of suits instituted and also a slight decrease of ‘6 cent. in the number 
disposed of. In Nadia there was a decrease of 1° cent. in the number 
instituted and of 3°4 per cent. in the number disposed of In Murshidabad 


there was an increase of 7:8 per cent. in the number instituted and of 8°7 per 
cent. in the number disposed of. The number instituted and disposed of in 
Jessore and Khulna show a decreaso—the former of 1:5 and 1:1 per cent., and 
the latter of 1°6 and 2:3 per cent. respectively. The statement below shows 

F cach class of suits instituted during the past year as 


the number and nature o 












85,291 
19,947 
16,617 
26,423 
14,285 


118,286 112,563 








Na ie 


Kaen $ decrease in the suits for money or moveable property in 
fi Apiohe +e ah baal rd which chaieeion increase of 818, The 
crease in title and other suits was shared by all the districts. ‘There was also 
“jnerease in the suits under the rent law in all the districts except the 
nas, which may be due to the cultivators being in a more solvent 

pA: ERE S PHa Oe Ne 3s. 8 is : oe ‘ 


WAM AS sda 
















condition than in the preceding year. The statement below shows the propor- 
tion af contested cases to the total during the past two years :— fo th ieee ae 





1 | 2 3 | 4 5 "6 7 
24-Parganes ...| 29,755 | 29,905 | 7101 | 7,98 19° 19-9 
Nadia | 16,502 | iefose | 466 | — s's65 201 193 
Murshidebad ;.,| 12,207 | 13202 | 84070 | 8/415 20-0 20:5 
Fissiie i] jaar] go%s2 | 5635 | B’31K 20-0 19-1 
Khulna I] ajese” | ai'sa1 | slog | pto4g 20:8 20:6 

Total .../ 92,498 | 92,852 | 23,080 | 22,865 1 > 100 198 


86. In the 24-Parganas 36 per cent. of the cases were withdrawn, 43:9 
per cent. decided ez parte, and 19-9 per cent, contested. The average duration 
of contested rent suits and of those decided ex parte was 166 and 94 days 
respectively against 142 and 85 days in the year preceding, which I consider 
most unsatisfactory, People often speak to me of the delays of the civil courts, 
and the unreasonable number of times parties and witnesses are called on to 
attend, and I gather that this is pecren yy, Sten tnted to the failure of the courts 
to keep the verbosity of pleaders within bounds. In Jessore the uw 
duration of contested suits for money or moveables, rent suits, and title and 
other suits during the year was 65, 106, and 169 days respectively, inst 74, 
78, and 175 days in the previous year. This is slightly better t year 
as regards suits for money. or moveables and title and other suits. It is, 
however, bad enough, and calls for reform. In order to form an opinion 
whether the administration of civil justice has been satisfactory or not, it 
would be necessary to show what proportion of decrees were satisfied in full, 
but on this point’I have no statistics. Generally I hear complaints of the 
difficulty of obtaining satisfaction of decrees when obtained, as well as of the 
long delay in obtaining them, and if, as I believe, the complaint is as well founded 
in one case as it certainly is in the other. it cannot be said that the administra- 
tion of civil justice has beon successful. It is my duty to see that Magistrates 
dispose of their work with due punctuality and eg gm and in this | confess 
that there is still much room for improvement, but I understand that the pro- 
cedure of the Civil Courts gives far more cause for complaint, 


XIIL.—CRIME, a 
87. During the under report there were 15,936 izable offences 
reported in this Divison against 15,216 in the preciding: yea showing “an 
increase of 720 cases. I attribute the increase in crime to the smallness of the 
proportion of cases in which the courts inflict punishment. The increase occurred 
in all the districts except Nadia, In the 24-Parganas the increase occurred 
in police and local Act cases; in Murshidabad in sanitary offences; in Jessore 
in parglary and theft cases, in Khulna in offences against the public tran- 
uillity, rire. life, eg Sans Nae In ager IF the gate 
re was a decrease in the num cases; reported. The decrease 

under all. the classes except. class I, ae which there was an increase, 


. " - with 

718 in the year receding. Of these, 141 were in the 24-Parganas, 149 

_in Nadia, 118 in urshidabad, 203 in Jessore, and 133 in Khulna, as com. 

with 130, 122, 134, 215, and 117 ively, showing an increase 

In the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Khulna, @ decrease in the other two 

oe ees vem pr sapcione in only aes cases, or 7-3 per cent, 
_ against 65, or cent,, in the previous. Of these, 20 were insti 

in the 24-Parganas, 16 in Nadia, 4 in i i. 


- 


~ Khulna, as compared with 18, 20, 10, 9, and 8 respectively. The Pp aeipe ae 
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© eases in which convictions were obtained was 4 in the 24-Parganas, 3 in Nadi 
__ Lin Marshidabad, 6 in Jessore, and 1 in Khulna, against 7, 4. 3.4, ad? 
a Pe age 1893. Compensation under section 660, Criminal Procedure 
_ Gode, was given in 24 cases in the 24-Parganas, in 14 cases in Nadia, in 13 
| @ases in Murshidabad, in 17 cases in Jessore, and in 22 eases in Khulna. ‘The 
__ Magistrate of Nadia observes that in his district, Mr. Delevingne, the Assistant 
© Magistrate of Meherpur, made a judicious use of this section, but that it was 
"treated practically as a dead letter by all the other Magistrates, notwithstanding 
his repeated instructions. he same remark applies generally to the whole 
Division. Native Magistrates are very weak, or negligent, in dealing with false 
complaints. The total number of cases in which the police abstained from 
making enquiry was 1,549, or 9°7 per éent., against, L737, or 114 per cent., in 
1893, showing a decrease of 188 cases. Of the total number of cases, 503 were 
in the 24-Parganas, 241 in Nadia, 853 in Murshidabad, 348 in Jessore, and 104 in 
Khulna, against 462, 384, 473, 270, and 148 respectively in the year preceding, 
rig Fe increase in the 24-Parganas and Jessore and a decrease in all the 
other districts, ‘The cases were mostl attempts at burglaries, or burglaries 
in which no property was stolen, or theft in which the property stolen was 
below Ks. 5 and could not be identified and the offenders not known It is 
® stated that the power of refusing enquiry is exercised with discretion, but I 
believe that enquiry is refused much more often than it ought to be. In Nadia 
42 cases were investigated under orders of the Magistrate after the police had 
refused enquiry. During the year 14,618 persons were arrested in this Division, 
against 13,897 in 1893. Of these, 14,225 were sent up for trial against 13,428, 
and 9,185 convicted agaitist 8,732 in the previous year, the percentage of con- 
victions being 64:5 against 65:0 in the year preceding. the districts 
reese the percentage was 70°5 in the 24-Parganas, 63°6 in Nadia, 74°8 in 
urshidabad, 60°5 in Jessore, and 54°2 in Khulna. .'The difficulty of obtaining 
éonvietions disheartens the police. Native Magistrates dislike haying their 
ers reversed, and, though satisfied with the proof of an offence, will not 
convict when they know thot there is a lenient appellate court over them. 
The total number of trae cases of murder recorded in this Division was 52, 
the’ same number as in 1893. Of these, 13 were in the 24-Parganas, 3 
in Nadia; 7 in Murshidabad, 12 in Jessore, and 17 in Khulna, as compared 
with 16, 2,7, 16, and 11 respectively. The number in which convictions were 
obtained was unfortunately only 4 against 11. Of these, 1. was in Nadia, 
1 in Jessore, and 2 in Khulna, as compared with nil, 3, and 3 respectively 
in the year preceding. In the 24-Parganas and Murshidabad in no ¢ases were 
convictions obtained during the year, though in 1893, 4 cases in the former 
district and 1 case in the latter resulted in conviction. The result was ba 
in all the districts. The number of true cases of dacoity recorded was 33 
inst 25, Of these, 16 were in the 24-Parganas, 1 in Nadia, 2 in Mur- 
shidabad, 11 in Jessore, and 3 in Khulna, against 11, 2,3, 8,and 1 respectively 
in the year preceding, showing an increase in the 24-Parganas, Jessore, and 
Khulna, pel 2 a decrease in the other two districts. Out of 33 cases; convictions 
were obtained in 3 only, against 10 in 1893. Of these, 2 were in the 24-Par- 
ganas and | in Jessore, as compared with 2 and 5 respectively, In none of 
the other districts was any conviction obtained. In the previous year there 
were convictions in 3 cases in Murshidabad. The result is very posses -gih 
The number of cases of rioting in this Division was 424 as compared with 
381 in 1893, showing an increase of 43 cases. Of the 424 cases, 66 were 
in the 24-Parganas, 73 in Nadia, 30 “4 op a 145 <a sisprine and 110 
in Kt against 77, 53, 37, 126, an tively in the previous 
po ag increase occurred in Nadia, Jessore, aa Khulna. I attribute the 
merease in a great measure, especially in Jessore and Khulna, to the difficul 
of getting convictions in the Sessions Courts in original or appellate me and 
the consequent immunity of offenders. These cases arose mostly out of land 
isputes, and the majority of them wore of a petty nature, but in 15 casos loss 
ot ite occurred. Of these, 2 were in the 24-Parganas, 1 in Nadia, 1 in Mur- 
(pee _ 5 in Jessore; and 6 in Khulna. There were no religious disturbances 
in any of the districts of this Division a the year under review. Three 
hundred ighty-two cases were instituted during the year under secti 
the Criminal Procedure Code, as deixparel Seed 376 in 1 
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showing @ slight increase of 6 cases, The number of persons bound: dawn * | 
was 1,180, against 1,390 in the preceding year, showi a decrease of 210° — 
persons, which occurred in all the districts, but chiefly in Jessore and Khulna... . 
Lhe extra police force employed to spot a breach of the peace at chars 
Harnagar and Chapri, in the disixios of Nadia, has been retained. The number 
of cases of bad livelihood instituted during the year was 333 as compared. 
with 419 in 1893, showing a decrease of 86 cases, which occurred in all the | 
districts except Nadia, where there was an increase. The number of cases in ~ 
which security was demanded was 215 as compared with 280, the percentage 
being 64:5 against 66°8. The number of non-cognizable offences reported 
in this Division during the year was 15,562 as compared with 16,397 m the 
receding year, showing a - bees of B35 cases, which occurred in all the 
istricts. The decrease in the 24-Parganas has not been explained. The 
decrease in Nadia is very slight, being 6 cases only, and calls for no remarks. 
In Murshidabad the decrease occurred chiefly under head “ offences against, 
pa justice,” and under special laws, cattle trespass, and breach of contract. 
n Jessore the decrease was in all classes of cases, except classes 111 and V, It 
is most marked in classes IV and VI. In the former class it has occurred 
mainly under serial No. 15 (criminal force), and in the latter under serial 
Nos. 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 31. The decrease in cases under special laws is ™ 
chiefly in cases instituted under the Municipal and Cattle Trespass Acts. 
In Khulna the decrease is attributed to the cheapness of food during the 
year. The number of cases.in which the police were employed to make 
enquiries was 789, or 5'0 per cent., as compared with 4°8 per cent. in 1893. 
Of the 789 cases, 393 were in the 24-Parganas, 74 in Nadia, 83 in Jessore, and 
239 in Khulna. * As in 1893, the police were not employed to make enquiries 
in a single case in Murshidabad. The Magistrate of Nadia observes that the 
figures regarding his district mostly represent cases taken up by the police 
direct under cognizable sections and then returned as non-cognizable. In 
Jessore, out of 83 cases, it is stated that 63 were cases of security for keeping 
the peace and 16 were cases relating to public nuisances. Of the cases in 
Khulna, it is stated that 64 proved upon police enquiry to be non-co izable, 
and 118 were cases under section 107 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The 
Magistrate of the 24-Parganas has furnished no explanation on this head. 
The number of persons against whom processes were issued was 17,008 as 
compared with 18,534. The number of persons who actually appeared before 
Magistrates was 12,385 against 12,827, The smallness of the number is said 
to be probably due to the compromise out of court of petty cases of assault, 
‘ &c., after the issue of summons, The number of persons convicted was 6,197, 
or 50°0 per cent., as compared with 6,586, or 51°4 per cent., in 1893, In the 
_ Kandi subdivision of Murshidabad there was a large increase in the number 
_.©of processes issued during the year, due to the fact that proper supervision 
over issue of processes was not exercised by the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Pran 
Kumar Ghosh. The service of processes is not satisfactory, and is receiving 
attention. Personal service is not effected nearly so often as it should be. - 


XIV.—POLICE, é 
88. The following statement shows the strongth of the police force 
employed in the several districts of this Division :— 
















stem in the munici-_ 
Gobardanga, In Nadia 12 town 
el replaced by 16 chaukidare. In Murshidabad there was 






a reduc- | 
an increase of 24 constables during the year. 
force in ‘Jeseore was the same as in the previous year. In Khulna there 


was an increase of 5 head-constables and 1 edestable during the year. The 
numbers punished were as follows: - 


oe 
— 


1893, 1894, 
on Sub-Inspectors is aS Bt ior 3 py 
<i Head-constables ty AREAS IB 4 
_ Constables — ne: pos Fein p ky BD. 127 
otal = 91 "31 


There was an increase in the total number of + dismissals as compared with 
“the previous year, but dismissals in the higher ranks show falling off :— 


Punished departmentally— 
1893. . 1894. 
In Vi Ise maf 
Sub- eat pep 84 A 
Head-constables Re fer ce BB 
Constables te Vas 469 421 
Total 678 “631 


bn enment se 


There was an increase in the number of head-constables punished depart- 
mentally. The other heads show a decrease, 


Punished judicially— 
és ; 7 1893. 1894, 
Sub-Inspectors Da shee, 4 OP ie 
ead-constables ade ae 2 2 
Girnstablos 9033 we 6B 58 
" Potal Puen 60 


’ “he ‘sare of constables shisdsiad judicially shows a light increase. The 
number rewarded during the year shows a falling off, as the following figures 
show :— ae Shes 


1898. 1894, 
B: motion — {emai in 9 4 1 
By money rowanda eS ae 870 298 
- Total ys 888 2 x 
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= Lg Ings Superintendent of Majsha and 45 from 


t of his district for a clue which led to the 
arrest in Rangoon Ore dotctons cetil * ictal in tho vy Na a The same 











On pension ne i ve 89 43 
Se Setenction, snithoks or gratuity ... 158 107 
resignation, without pension or uity ... 

Y La Co ae ct ae 

», discharge pts, Kod eo 25 ° iw 

>» desertion pe oh ae Fae 13 

» death sen" OTH a ot Be ee: 95 
Total . 426 473 


There was a considerable increase in the number dismissed during the year 
as compared with 1893. 
During the year there were 15,936 cases of cognizable crime in this 
Division, as compared with 15,216 in the year preceding. Of these, 12,421 
- were enquired into by the police against 11,854. The number of cases in 
which convictions were obtained was 7,476, or 60°l per cent., as compared 
with 59°0 per cent. in the preceding year. Deducting cases under class VI, 
the percentage of convictions was 33°4 as compared with 36:4 in 1893. I have 
remarked upon this in a previous paragraph. The following table shows the 
action of the police in the matter of recovery of stolen property :— 





Amount of Amount Percentage of 
‘ property stolen. recovered. recovery. 

: x Rs. Rs. 
24-Parganas ... «57,089 14,081 * 24°6 
Nadia ss we 84,822 7,117 20°7 
Murshidabad ... +. 85,689 5,076 14:0 
Jessore atte «. 87,806 5,449 14:6 
Khulna aaa 1 22,259 8,216 14:4 
Total + 1,86,665 34,939 18:7 
Total for 1893 .. 1,88,711 51,569 27°83 








There was a slight decrease in the amount of the property stolen, 
being Rs, 1,86,665 against Rs. 1,88,711, but the amount recovered fell from 
Rs. 51,569 in 1893 to Rs. 34,939 in the year under report, the percentage of 
recovery being 18-7 as compared with 27-3 in the year preceding. The result 
is not satisfactory, except in Nadia. Mr. Garrett, Officiating Magistrate of 

Nadia, observes as follows:— 

*_ “The general conduct of the police was not on the whole satisfactory. 
“Mr, Bernard’s remarks on this point in last year’s report fully apply to this 
“year’s work. The general tone is slack in the extreme, and there are but few 
‘station officers who have not evinced laziness to a greater or less extent. It was 

“found necessary to issue a stringent district order owingeto the spread of the 
“pernicious habit of not drawing up first information reports on the receipt of 
- “information of a ee case, a short entry in the station diary being con- 
‘‘sidered sufficient. Generally speaking, chaukidars have been allowed to get out 
“of hand, owing to a great extent, I believe, to officers in charge of stations 
“neglecting their duty of personally taking muster parades. In fact, as remarked 
“by Mr, Bernard, the police seem to have considered that in avoiding offences 
“punishable under the Penal Code they have done all that is n . Of 

“ course there have been noteworthy err but the general average is far 

“from satisfactory.” ‘When Mr. Bernard took charge of the district the Police 
_ De ent was in most unsatisfactory state, and it will take a long time to 
om it efficient. There appears to have ‘been previously a complete 
~ absence of ee ie esc 

As regards PE ti tion ‘of . ‘that the polico are 
heartened by the action of the judicial courts, in which it is exiremely cites 
to obtain convictions, the courts appearing to expect a standard of evidence 
whicli is im le of attainment among an essentially inaccurate people. The 
witnesses are inaccurate in their statements, and the ‘police are inaccurate in 
their notes of enquiry, and judicial officers do not appear to endeavour to 







ut the truth as they used to, A few discrepancies are quite enough to 
damn a case, and consequently the police are very reluctant fs send —_ for 
trial. One of the weakest points of the police appears to me to be the 
« pursuit of absconding criminals. In the majority of cases very little search 
appears to be made, and although I have not figures to show it, I am under the 
impression that a very small percentage of those who keep out of the way 
daring. ig eye of the first police enquiry, are eventually arrested. . 


several districts of this Division, the number 




















Bares Pofice. punished, and the number rewarded :— 
Number | 
Disrnicr. of rural N mate chp Ament 
police. | P wl tas ‘| reward. 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 5 

Rs. a 

24-Parganas sai 8,355 1,387 29 80 0 
Nadia isd his 3,486 677 25 l4l 0 
Murshidabad 8,922 1,031 35 121 8 
Jessore : oe 8,885 552 34 230 2 
Khulna Fe ee 2,097 785 20 178 0 
Total ..| 46,745 | 4482 | 443 | 750 20 

Total for 1808 ...| 16,614 | 4,004 149 fey 


— the year there was a decrease in the number of chaukidars 
punished, being 4,482 against 4,904, while there was an increase in the total 
number of chaukidars, being 16,745 against 16,614 in the preceding year. 
The decrease occurred in all the districts except the 24-Parganas and Murshida- 
bad, where there was.an increase. In the 24-Parganas, out of 1,387 chaukidars 
punished, 1,249 were punished for non-attendance at parades and the rest for 
other offences. In Murshidabad the increase was very large, being 1,081 against 
529, and the Magistrate observes that these punishments were for absences from 
parades and for not reporting crimes. On the other hand, there was a large 
decrease in Nadia, being 677 against 1,090. The Magistrate states that this 
would indicate thatthe discipline among the chaukidars has improved, but he 
is afraid such is not the case. He thinks that until tho taking of chaukidari 
attendance by iene officers below the rank of iesal-canmeirs is absolutely 
prohibited, as I think it ought to be, we shall really never know what the 


rate of attendance ig, “Ihe number of chaukidars rewarded also shows a slight _ 
decrease, being 143 as compared with 149. I think it very desirable to pay — 


i attention to this matter. In Murshidabad there are still 1,407 chauki- 
dars under: ion XX of 1817 in the Kandi subdivision. ‘Their numbers 
are being reduced as vacancies occur from death, &c., but it is reported that this 
will take time, as the Magistrate thinks that to introduce the Chaukidari Act 


ightway all over the subdivision would result in converting all the ousted _ 
chaukidars into'thieves. In Jessore, there were also 3 chaukidars under Regu- ~ 


lation XX of 1817. Heemennion of land being more valued than a fixed. 
salary, I am inclined to think that we havea much better hold over chaukidars 
with chakaran lands than over those under the ° pay system, ‘The payment.of 
wages to chaukidars are supposed to be mado regularly 
the police-stations in the presence of a gazetted officer or Police Inspector. 
On this subject Mr. Brown, the late Magistrate of Khulna, had made the 
ing remarks:—‘‘The punchayats are very hard hit by the new system 
“of payment. Almost all must pay up the chaukidars’ wages before they 
“have collected the:tax, and many of them will be out of pocket by the end of 
“the year. ‘Lhe office will become more unpopular. Then the difficulty will 
“arise that under the law persons who have once been fined under section 5 


every qenere at. 





following statement shows the number of rural police in the 






“cease to be members of the punchayat. This will be resorted to as @ theasure 
‘‘velease. _ In order to make the office of Pena s little more has acs 4 
‘‘bthink that each collecting punchayat should be given a sanad, whic ould 
“be in itself a gun license for the period during which the P09, fr is in» 
“office, More punchayats should also be taken from the class of hadraloka, who 
“manage to shirk all the duties while enjoying most of the <hnga 6 ~ of our 
“system of government.” Mr, Fischer, the present District Officer o Khulna, 
does not agree with the above remarks. He observes that not every punehayat . 
would care to pay a fine of Rs, 50, Touching the system of quarterly eyes 
Mr, Garrett, the Magistrate of Nadia, observes that the day after the quarter 
closes a chaukidar’s pay becomes due to him, and he is in arrears three months’ 
ay until the close of the next quarter, when it becomes six months in arrears. 
Mt is a long time to have to wait, and the punchayat should have the quarter’s 
ready to hand to them the day it is due. He states that there is no doubt that 
many punchayats pay chaukidars monthly—much to their satisfaction, but that 
this renders the showing of three months’ pay in cash to the Inspector at the 
olice station on pay day a farce. He further observes that chaukidars have 
beds detected handing over the same rupees, representing their pay, to another 
chaukidar to show to the Inspector, the excuse being that they had already 
received their pay in the form of loans at various times from the punchayat, 
but that they must show the full pay for three months in cash in order to get 
their acquittance rolls signed, I fancy that the exhibition by the punchayats of 
a full quarter’s salary of every chaukidar is very often such a farce as Mr. aatuik 
describes: the same rupees do 2 several chaukidars, and. after all the 
punchayat take them back. In Nadia no progress has been made in appointing 
men of better class as chaukidars, and under existing circumstances the Magis- 
trate does not believe any —— is pain He observes that the post is 
considered degrading, and that this will remain the general opinion until the 
village chaukidar is a Government servant. He states that service as a town 
chaukidar under Act V of 1861 on Rs. 5 per mensem and no pension is not 
considered degrading ; that the post of peon or pyada even in the smallest of 
Government offices is eagerly sought after by men of good caste, the reason 
being that by accepting any of these posts tle man becomes a servant of tho 
Sirkar only. Mr. Garrett considers that when the village policeman is a: point- 
ed and paid by a Government departmental head, then, and not ond then, 
will the post cease to be a despised one, and he observes that if this were done 
the efficiency of the watchmen would be doubled, and there will be little need 
for the local and often useless thana constables. I do not agree with these 
remarks, considering it essential that the chaukidar should be a village servant, 
but the subject is too important for discussion here. In Jessore some chauki- 
dars’ pay has been raised to Rs. 5, and that of all others (except low-caste men 
to.Rs. 4. The Magistrate observes that no low-caste men"are now re 
chaukidars, and that Muchis and other low-caste men are now being weeded 
out, but that there is some difficulty in getting a better class of men to come 
' forward. It is reported that in Jessore, in making appointygents, more attention 
’ is paid to the physical fitness of the chaukidars, and that no man is appointed 
who is less than 4 feet 5 inches in height and 31 inches round the chest, In 
this district good-conduct stripes are now given, and the bearers of these stri 
get an advance of pay. The District Superintendent of Police, Nadia, di 
_. covered six ex-convicts among the chaukidars of Alamdanga police-station in the 
’ subdivision of Meherpur, and they were dismissed, ese men were Chota 
. Bhagia Muchis, a class of men noted for their propensity to crime. There are 
. printed lists of these men, aid it is only by gross negligence that such men 
> eould have been appointed, It is only a specimen of what the administration 
- was in Nadia for some time. In Nadia 15 idars were rewarded for either 
‘arresting thieves or absconders, or for ving information leading to the 
* detection of theft or burglary cases. No instances of their haying been 
employed by the police on menial and degrading duties have been reported. in 
any of the districts of this Division, but Mr. daa the 5 eg te of Nadia, 
believes that panchayats, almost to a man, use them on. their own private © 
business. I have reason to believe that there are many criminals among the — 
chaukidars, and that ge Se pahese in many of the crimes against which it ig. 
their duty to guard, J believe that they are far better paid than they used tg 
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- Magistrates was satisfactory. - 





vega means sanguine of getting men of better orton thal 
have at{present, Ihave more hope of securing improvement by a liberal 
of rewards than by anything else we are doing. 


XV.—CRIMINAL JUSTIOR. 


_ 91. Criminal justice is administered by the Courts of Session, Stipendiary 
Magistrates, Benches of Honorary Magistrates, and Honorary Magistrates sitting 


singly. The total number of cases tried at the sessions during 1894 was 177 


—— 289 in the preceding . I attribute the decrease to the difficulty 
of obtaining convictions, which renders the Magistrates reluctant to commit, 
although convinced of the truth of a case and of the sufficiency of proof. Of 
these, 121, or 68'3 per cent., were convicted, as compared with 68°5 per cent, 
in 1893. As regards the districts severally, the percentage of convictions was 
81:2 in the 24-Parganas, 62°9 in Nadia, 50-0 in Murshi abad, 60:7 in Jessore, 
and 52°9 in Khulna, against 68°5, 69-2, 62*5, 71°6, and 69:0 respectively. 
Except in the 24-Parganas, the result was nowhere satisfactory, and_ this 
accounts, in my opinion, for an increase of crime, There were 54 Stipendiary 
Magistrates in this Division at the close ofthe year. Of these, 17 were in the 
24-Parganas, 10 in Nadia, 8 in Murshidabad,” 11 in Jessore, and 8 in Khulna, 
Of these Stipendiary Magistrates, 39 exercised first class, 10 second class, and 
5 third class powers. ‘The number of Benches in this Division was 45 against 
47 in the year preceding. They were composed of 490 Honorary Magistrates, 
who were distributed as follows:— 


acs Number of ~ Number of 
District. Benches. Honorary Magistrates. 
24-Parganas see 18 174 
Nadia mea ll 116 
Murshidabad oy 4 67 
Jessore oy 8 98 
Khulna a8 4 85 
Total eR PT: 490 
Total for 1893 te 501 


The number of Benches in Nadia is 11 against 12 in the previous ear, the 
Municipal Bench at Santipur having been amalgamated with the Independent 
Bench there. In Murshidabad there has been a decrease of one Bench owing 
to the Municipal and Sadar Benches at Berhampore having been fused into 
one, Of the Benches, 17 exercised second class and 28 third class powers, but 
of these latter, the regular Benches at Jessore and Narail also exercised second | 
class powers when attended by-Honorary Magistrates having such powers. The 
number of Honorary Magistrates who were authorized to sit singly was 35, Of 
these, 3 exercised first class powers, 28 second class powers, and 4 third class 
ers. In the 24-Parganas, Murshidabad, and Jessore the attendance of the 
onorary Magistrates, with a few exceptions, was better than in the other 
districts. In Jessore this is said to be due in a great measure to the starting of 
regular rosters. There were no such rosters before, and those Magistrates who 
were known not to shirk their work were called upon time after time to serve, 
while those who were irregular in attendance were not called upon to attend, | 
In this Division one Honorary istrate—Maulvi Mahomed Ismail—who has _ 
since been removed, failed to attend for two consecutive years. In contrast to 
the indifferent work of the Benches, most of those Honorary Magistrates 
who are empowered to sit singly have rendered real assistance to the Stipendi- 
ary Magistrates in the di of case-work. Favourable mention has again 
been made this year of Babus Mani Lal Banerjee and Preo Nath Mullick at 
Ali of eth Rakhal Chunder Te at Diamond Harbour, Babu Romoni 
Mohun Mullick at Meherpur, Moula ‘Khodadad Khan at ane Babu 


ey | Kristo Mozoomdar at Berhampore, and of Maulvi Golam Kassim at 


irhat. In Nadia and Khulna the attendance of very few of the Honorary 


el ete 
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. nour of Honorary Mag aE TR OMS 
vapid : “Removed. = Warned. 





24-P; 18 
a Nadia ‘ Sas 5 
Murshidabad 1 me 
Ee gate a z 1S 
Total we 2 43 [ f 


Besides these several on being pressed ‘on, the subject. of their failure to 
attend have resigned their appointments, } 
The pli table shows the number of cases decided by Stipendiary 


Magistrates as well as by Benches and Honorary Magistrates sitting singly:— 
« dnt Decided by Stipendiary Decided by Honorary 
Distrixt, uci Magistrates. 

1893. 1894, 1898, 1894, 

24-Parganas «s+ 10,229 - 11,856 8,946 8,627 
Nadia vee: 1,675 1,410 1,689 1,450 
Murshidabad Pb ate fae dE 1,257 1,178 2,266 

Jessore see 2,626 2,387 589 613 
Khulna oo LIAS 1,668 878 297 
Total... 17,898 18,578. 7,180 8,258 





In Murshidabad there was a ri increase in the number of cases decided 
by Hono Magistrates, being nearly double as many as were decided in 1893. 
92. The following statement shows theresults of trials as regards persons: — 












* The results Sra yar alee omyhom the, 24-P; -Murshidabad: and: 
Khulna, and a:falling offin the other two districts. The following statement 
shows the number of witnesses examined during the year as compared: with the 
year preceding :— , 


























dor OF Bee, wits‘ er pe th ito Nal 
habit of adjourning cases without Biides sae: Mr. ¢ thas repeaate 





drawn their attention to the desirabili 
he expects better results during the 


Garrett has repeated] 
of the prompt discharge of witneaialy 
t L current year. In this district the per- 
centage of witnesses detained over two days by Stipendiary Magistrates was 
1:4 against 3°3 in 1893, which is an improvement due to constant supervision. 
The percentage, it is observed, would have beon better still had it not been for 
bad work on the of Babu Nabin Chandra Sen, late Deputy Magistrate 
in eof Ranaghat. The following statement shows the number of remands 
granted in A form cases during the year under report :—= 





















The percentage of cases remanded six times and over to the total number 
of cases d of was 3°9 as compared with 1°1 in the preceding year. 
The Magistrate of Nadia observes that remands were in some cases necessary to 
enable the police to prove previous convictions, and other cases had to be 
remanded from day to day owing sometimes to calling witnesses from othét 
districts, but more often to lengthy examination and cross-examination of wit- 
nesses. Ihave seen that pleaders and mukhtears are generally allowed far 
too much license in ‘this respect. The work of Honorary Magistrates sittin 
alone is often good and sufficiently punctual and methodical to afford real relie 
to the Stipendiary Magistrates, but I cannot say as much of the benches. A 

proportion of the Magistrates appear to have no desire to perform the 
duties of their office, and very few recognise the necessity of punctuality, 
Remands are much too frequent, and-it-is often difficult to assemble the same 
bench which remanded a case after partly pansion it. Hence petty cases are 
allowed to drag on for months till people despair of getting justice and with- 
draw. Much has been done recently to improve the work of Honorary Magis- 
trates, by revision of the rosters and by giving work of a more omen | 
character to such benches as show themselves competent and willing to de 


it. 
93. The following table shows the number of reconvictions in the 
several districts of this Division during the year as compared with the year 


preceding : et is 
District. 1893. 1894, 
24-Porgonas was 75 15 
Nadia hun ee 67 
Murshidabad a... 51 63 
Tessore i tae 21 
» Khulna” i 24: EY 


- imthe district: of Jessore. 








Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
24-Parganas ... 55,830 62,492 48,944 57,186 
Nadia we | 18,866 16,830 18,848 15,173 
Murshidabad.., |. 11,848 10,361 10,169 9,173 
-Jessore a 17,664 | 14,875 16,223 13,522 
Khulna mt 16,233 18,595 10,687 |. 12,658 


SS ee 


Total... | -1,19,941 | 1,18,158 99,871 | 1,07,657 








There was a decrease in the amount of fines imposed in all the districts 
except the 24-Parganas, where there-was an increase. The increase in the per- 
centage of realizations on impositions is satisfactory, but it is impossible for 
a Magistrate always to know whether a criminal can pay a fine or not. 
In the 24-Parganas the number of cases in which compensation under section 
560, Criminal Ficus Code, was awarded during the year under report was 24, 
and the amount paid as compensation was Rs. 306. In Nadia compensation 
amounting to Rs. 252 was paid in 14 cases against Rs. 50 in 4 cases in 1893. 
In Murshidabad Rs. 210 was awarded in 13 cases, In Jessore the amount 
paid, was Rs. 1,042 in 17 cases, compared with Rs. 1,899 in 20 cases in the 

ing year, In Khulna Rs, 185 was paid as compensation in 22 cases. 
From my examination of cases I consider that compensation should be awarded 
much more often than itis, The table below shows the number of cases in 
which whipping was awarded during the year as compared with the year preced- 
ing :— 


District. 1893, 1894, 
24-Parganas ~ ... 78 63 
. Nadia coo) 20 * 29 
s Murshidabad .... 12 33 
; Jessore Sage: 383 
Khulna oes 7 ll 
Total reat ROT 169 


There was an increase in the number of cases of whipping in all the 
districts except the 24-Parganas. The Magistrate of Nadia o that it is 
to be regretted that more free use was not made of this form of punishment. 
T agree with Mr, Garrett. Very few native Deputy Magistrates have sufficient 
recourse to what is in many cases the most appropriate form of punishment. 
In the nee ghee! in three cases whipping was awarded in addition to other 
punishments, 
95. ‘Tho number of European British subjects brought to trial during the 

ear was 7 against 11 in 1893, Of these, 6 were in the 24-Parganas and 1 it 
Mccpbitatad. The hubs tonto wes zm 
a 96. There were no cases under Act X of 1891 in this Division during 

© year. 


97. I cannot feel that the administration of criminal justice during the 
year has been satisfactory. The proportion of criminals who have enjoyed 
complete immunity from punishment is far larger than it ought to be, and I 
attrib ute the failure of justice to the attitude of the superior courts, who a: 
to require an impossible ‘standard of evidence and to take advantage of little 
discrepancies which are the result of the natural of the people of 
_ the country to acquit persons guilty. of the most heinous crimes, I 













siete’ julglioate nents in cases which have broken down, and find ‘consid ) 
ignorance of the habits and modes of thought of the people. For iustenee aie 

mi sent to the police station to report a crime is given a bald message 
that so and so has been murdered, and because he does not name the murderer. 
although the villagers know him, the courts hold that there is a material dis- 
crepancy between the first information and the evidence afterwards collected. 
I find too great readiness to catch at little discrepancies of this kind—which it 
is easy enough to find—and little or no endeavour to winnow out the truth 
among the discrepancies and exaggerations which belong to all Bengali 
evidence. That this is wrong is to my mind clear from the fact that people 
can riot or commit murder or dacoity with perfect impunity, The police 
will not send up cases, and the subordinate Magistrates will not convict or 
commit for trial when they feel sure that, however manifest the truth of a case 
may be, it is certain to end in acquittal in the superior courts. 


XVI.—REGISTRATION OF DEEDS. 


ee be “pase or =e the number of deeds registered and the 
amount of receipts and expenditure in the several district is Divisi 
Marine 1808-04 and 1804-96 oe al districts of this Division 





UMBER OF DocuMENts 


REGISTERED IN— 1893-94. 1894-95. 











District. 

: ; Expendi- ; a 
1898-94. | 1894-95. | Receipts. | Pendi- | Receipts, | Expendi 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 rae die | | : 

| 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
24-Parganas am 70,116 69,645 76,667 39,464 72,267 89,754 
Nadia ths 24,062 23,487 27,707 18,598 25,454 18,518 
Murshidabad Py 18,899 18,628 19,420 10,447 20,124 10,138 
Tossore ..| 90,423 | 85,048 | 72,666 | 45,028 | 61,807 | 45,194 
Khulna aa 44,949 45,053 40,860 26,505 37,482 25,430 
Total «+s | 242,949 236,811 | 2,387,820 | 1,40,042 | 2,17,184 | 1,89,084 








Compared with the past year there has been a decrease in the total 
number of deeds registered and in the receipts. This is shared by all the 
districts except Murshidabad. Khulna shows a small increase in the number 
of deeds, but a falling off in receipts. The decrease in the 24-Parganas, Nadia, 
and Jessore is attributed to the rich harvest during the past year coming after 
three bad years, cir which petty middlemen granted fewer leases for 


the sake of the premia than in Peavy years. In Nadia during the year under 
review many middlemen sold their interests to liquidate their debts, instead of 
leasing them out to the em phate class. On this point I have to observe that, 
while the substantial zamindar, who lives on his property and does his duty, and 
the raiyat, who cultivates, are useful members of the community, the large class 
of petty middlemen live on the produce of the land without conferring any 
corresponding benefit on the country, and their disappearance would not, in mv 
opinion, be a subject for regret. The increase in Murshidabad is attributed 
partly to appreciation of the value of registration and partly to the continuation 
of settlements by some big zamindars. In Khulna the increase is attributed 
to the general material progress of the district. Inthe 24-Parganas, Nadia, 
and Jessore the decrease in receipts is attributed partly to |the decrease in the 
number of deeds registered and partly to the reduction of advalorem fees from 
12 annas to 8 annas for deeds the consideration of which did not exceed. 
Rs. 50. The decrease in Khulna is due chiefly to the latter cause. The increase 
in Murshidabad is attributed to an increase in the number of deeds registered. 
The total expenditure was Rs. 1,39,034 against Rs, 1,40,042 in the previoxs 








’ 


showing a deorase of Rs. 1,008. Aes a sgl Hie 


‘arganas and Jessore, which calls for no : The decrease in Nadia was 
also nominal. The decrease in Murshidabad is said to be chiefly due to the de- 


crease in the commissions of the Sadar Sub-Registrar, consequent on the decrease 
in the number of deeds registered in the Sadar office. The decrease in Khulna 
is said to be ped due to the abolition of the folio system and partly to the 
curtailment of boat hire allowed to Sub-Rogistrars for sending their records to the 
Sadar office. Mr, Fischer, Officiating Collector of Khulna, notices defects in the 
transliteration of names, which I hope recent orders of the department may 
ify to some extent, though the ignorance of Persian and Arabic on the 
of Bengali officers must prevent anything like accuracy in writing Muhammadan 
names, 


XVII—CONDITION OF THE DIVISION AS REGARDS LAND AND THE LAND 
REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, 


99. The number of estates of each class borne on the revenue-roll of the 
several districts during the year 1893-94 and 1894-95 are shown below:— 









tl cpacpeaceechi od akeeen lites? ot 
Class I— Class II— 
Year. Permanently- Temporarily. Estates — Theis: 
settled estates. | settled estates, Sem pect nde 


















1893-94 ihe 9,281 722 262 10,256 

1894-95 om 9,274 730 260 10,264 
peaernisiasiineonipeesl a —— 

Difference... —7 +8 +8 +9 





There was no change in the total number of estates in Murshidabad, 
Jessore, or Khulna. In the 24-Parganas and Nadia there was an increase of 
five estates and four estates, respectively, owing in the former district to parti- 
tions and settlement of Sundarbun grants, and in the latter district to the 
addition of four éstates to class II, either as the settlement of alluvial accretions 
or by addition to the roll of estates which had been struck off as untraceable 
and brought to light by subsequent enquiries, Besides these changes, there 
were inter-transfers from one class to another in every district owing to sale of ° 
private estates for arrears of revenue and their purchase by Government, 
settlements of khas estates and other causes. The following table shows the 
.démands, collections, remissions and balances of land revenue during the past 
two years 1893-94 and 1894-95 :— 














Current Total. 


Current 
demand. | demand. i 


Arrear 
collection. | collection. Balances Ei 4 




































Ry. | | Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
1895-94... | 1,46,919 | 51,01,468 | 52,48,387 96,623 | 49,508,684 | 50,65,167 | 26,747 
3894-95...) 1,74,360 | 61,07,363 62,81,723 | 1,29,504 | 49,89,076 | 51,18,580 27,663 

















The percentage of collections on demand shows an improvement over 
the preceding year. The good harvests of the year acted ben cially on land 
reyenue collections, but not to the extent desired, as the raiyats had suffered 
loss of crops pial the two or three preceding Pb The uncollected balance 
at the close of 1893-94 amounted to Rs. 1,67,483, but the arrear demand 
brought forward in the year under review is Rs. 1,74 360, showing an increase 
_ of Rs. 6,877. This is owing to an increase in the demand of certain estates 








__ The poreontage of collections in each 











The percentage of collections of the arrear demand in permanently-settled 
estates is satisfactory, being 999, a8 in the preceding year; but the results in the 
temporarily-settled estates were below the mark, while thoso in the Government 
estates were very poor, as in other years, though in comparison with the preced- 
ing year there was an improvement. ‘The preseribed standard was not 
obtained in any district; in Caleutta, Nadia, Jessore and Khulna the collections 
were over 96 per cent., but in the 24-Parganas and Murshidabad they amounted 
to only 60:02 and 74°92 per cent. In the 24-Parganas the recovery of a la: 
sum is doubtful, the tenants in some Government estates stil] suffering from the 
effects of bad harvests in the Rpocedting three years. No coercive measures 
were taken against them, and the Collector reports that the rents due from 
them are being collected gradually. Where the tenants are actual cultivators 
T am in favour of liberal remissions when the harvests of the whole year fail, 
and large amounts have already been written off. I do not, however, recognise 
the same reason for leniency as regards subletting middlemen, who would never 
shew corresponding leniency to their sub-tenants, and where the arrears are due 
from them, proceedings should have been taken. Where they are due from actual 
cultivators much should probably be remitted. In Murshidabad the low percen- 
tage is due to the loss by floods of the bhadoi crops in estates where it is the 
principal staple. There was an increase in the current collections in classes I 
and compared with those in the oe year, and a slight decrease in 
class II, The percentages of total collections, #.2. both arrear and current, are 
shown below:— 


24-Parganas pat aay seo: VOL 
Caleutta Kae Ae we §=<O99 
Nadia ad ds ve 989 
Murshidabad £0;) Hs ww. §698'4 
Jessore eee aes oe 99°38 
Khulna toe eee vow 97°3 
Total for the Division 96:9 


The results in all the districts except the 24-Parganas may be considered 
satisfactory. The statement below shows the collections in estates under direct 
management in each district of the division :— 








” ‘The number of estates under direct management in this division was 260 
against 252 in the precedin year. The number, however, does not indicate 


the state of affairs, as a so-called estate often consists of dozens of petty hold- 
ings in different mauzas and even in different districts, and is not reall 
an estate. They are now being separated with a view to selling the portion in 
each mauza separately. The number of estates increased in the 24-Parganas, 
Nadia, Jessore, and Khulna. In the 24-Parganas two estates under direct 
management were erroneously shown in the previous returns to be under 
farming leases. They having been transferred from class II to class III, the 
number has been raised from 43 to 45. The increase in the other districts is 
due to the transfer of estates from class I to this class ering to their purchase 
by Government for arrears of revenue. Compared with the preceding year, 
the rental increased in the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Khulna, and decreased in 
the other districts. The increase in the 24-Parganas is due to the transfer of 
two estates to the class of khas mahals, settlement of some vacant hold- 
ings, and re-settlement of others at enhanced rents; that in Nadia to utbandi 
measurements, and in Khulna to the settlement of estate Labsa. The 
decrease in Calcutta is due to redemption of the revenue of a number of 
holdings and to acquisition of lands for public purposes by the Calcutta 
Corporation. The decrease in Murshidabad and Jessore is due to abate- 
ment of rent in certain khas mahals. The percentage of current collections 
on current demand improved in four out of the six districts. Nadia and 
Murshidabad only show a falling off. The current collections attained the 
fixed standard in Calcutta, Jessore and Khulna; the 24-Parganas and Nadia 
collected 82°7 and 79:09 per cent., respectively, while Murshidabad shows the 
worst results, the percentage amounting to 67:3 only, being worse than in 
1893-94. The percentage of arrear collections was much less than the 
prescribed standard in most districts. The low percentage in the 24-Par, 
is due to bad collections in Diamond Harbour, Port Canning, and Basirhat. 
Nearly Rs, 12,000 are due from certain holders of town lots in Port Canning, 
who hold at a loss owing to the failure of the place as a port. Govern- 
ment has lately sanctioned the reduction of the rate of rent of these lots, and 
the lot-holders have been called upon either to surrender the lots or to pay the 
rent. But as they have done neither, suits for ejectment will shortly be 
brought against them. It is reported that the cultivating raiyats sustained 
heavy losses on account of the failure of their crops in the past three years, 
and were consequently much impoyerished, and that though in the year under 
report the harvest was good, it has not been sufficient to enable them to pay 
the whole of the Government demand at onee. They are reported to be 
still very badly off, and rigorous measures for the collection of rent could not 
be adopted without causing extreme hardship to them, As I have already said, 
I fear that further remissions will be necessary. A large sum is also due from 
the tenants of Government estate Bojerghatta in the subdivision of Basirhat, 
who withheld payment pending the disposal of an appeal preferred by them in 
the High Court against the decision of the Special Judge, rejecting their prayer 
to reduce their assessment. The Collector of Murshidabad reports that many 
estates in the Sadar subdivision are extremely poor and subject to annual 
floods, and that the short collections are due to loss by floods of the bhadoi 
crops in estates where it is the principal staple, to the partial failure of the 
mulberry crop in December owing to late inundation and heavy rainfall in 
October, and to the lateness of the cold-weather crops. The Collector of Nadia 
reports that the fact that no steps could be taken within the year under report 
for the collection of the increased demand obtained the utbandi measure- 
ment accounts for the collection falling short of the fixed standard. The fall 
in the percentage of arrear collections on arrear demand in Jessore and Khulna 
is ascribed to the non-realization of rent of newly-purchased estates pending re- 
settlement. Considering the impoverished condition of the khas staat tenants, 
I think the financial results of the management of estates held direct fairly 
satisfactory. The remissions granted during the year are classified below :— 
1893-94. 1894-95. 

Rs. Rs. 


Nominal remissions ane “(4686 5,965 
Remissions of grace 283 es ne 

Ditto of right ver Hy eee BOE ee 
Total we 25,747 27,508 





nt Tenit’of some 








per balances. 18,889 were 

tenants a some 

g - . ‘VISLONS 
whose cire reduced by the failure of their crops. The remis” 
_ Sions of right were granted on account of diluvion, &c. Trtdse Makin 
& hs alge in Nadia, there were seven halsanas or field watchmen attached to 


khas mahals for guarding the thatchin grass, holding chakran lan 
_ by way of remuneration. Their work was foun unsatisfactory, and they had 
neglected their duty. In the latter part of the year under report these 

l were replaced, with the sanction of the Board of Revenue, by eight 
_ paid chaukidars on a monthly salary of Rs. 6 each, With the exception of 
this, there has been no change worth noticing either in the cy or mode of 
management of khas mahals, but Ihave suggested to the Board that in some cases 
the Go might be tried of paying for collecting by commission instead 
_ of fixed salaries. The statement below shows the expenditure incurred for the 
management of, and for miscellaneous and other improvements in, khas mahals 
during the year under report :— 








Amount expended EE has 














7} per cent. 


gricultural, 


Diviston. District. Remarks. 


Two per cent. for sanitary 


public works and im- 
provements. 


Grant for a 










(| 24-Parganas .,, 
Nadia: 

Presidenoy< | Murshidabad .,. 

Jessore eee 

U Khulna Say 


1,962 






_ 24-Parganas,—Rupees 28,623 were spent on the Orphangunge market, in the 
extension of the revetment wall along the banks of Tolly’s Nala, in tho repairs of 
godowns, sheds, drains, &c,; Rs. 636 were spent in constructing a pucca ghat to 
atank in Port Canning; Rs. 1,315 in re-excayating three tanks in Diamond 
Harbour, and Rs. 562 in the repairs of tahsil cutcheries there and in Basirhat ; 
Rs. 4,885 were spent for filling up two tanks in Government estate Punchanno- 
which were declared by the Calcutta Corporation to be injurious to public 
» A further sum of Rs, 5,595 was allotted for filling up a similar tank in 
_ Government estate Addy Gunga Jheel in Kidderpore. The work was not taken 
p during gine Pyne but has since been taken in hand and will be completed 

» Out o 
as 


" » 


u 
shortly. the grant of Rs, 3,300 for works of agricultural improvements, 
' Rs, 1,762 were expended on repairs to the river-side embankments in Port 


Salyer 








Reed eT Meet ett Quire ieee ay OWE Coca 
os 





Ord » Qonstmaction and repair of eutcheries and culverts ‘te 
; ~ Construction of 9 masonry well at Bildholla _... ‘iy 
Mur shidabad— : eae 
Construction of inifigw and roads a woe, = O26 
Repairs to tanks and wells - ae reat wiiof pt 
Ditto to cutchery houses, &e. xs ma o «696 
. Repairs of a cutchery h 30 
a ouse ie wi aS 
Re-excayation of the old collectorate tank 7 wae, > 206: 
Clearance of the circuit-house and the post-office tanks five 18 
Khuina— 
Construction of a cutchery house... si om 270 
Jungle cutting at Tiabsa ase ue oe 29 
Foot bridge over a khal, &o, NA sme “it 57 
xcavation of a tank at Goberdanga ies aa 600 
Excavation of a tank at Narnia dev wee vs 250 
Clearing a khal at chur Baniary ... wit woe 50 


In Khulna Rs. 100 were spent. in cultivating Nainee Tal potatoes supplied 
by the Agricultural Department. The raiyats in the khas mahals were somewhat 
suspicious of the innovation, but the crop was good, It has been kept as seed 
for next year. No other new staple was cultivated in any Government estate 
in any district. In the 24-Parganas 69 schools were maintained in the Govern- 
ment estates at a cost of Rs, 2,451, for the education of boys, and six girls’ 
schools at a cost of Rs, 234. Im Nadia there were three rimary schools 
and a night school, the one at chur Kururia having coal to exist since 
last rains. The total cost for the maintenance of these schools was Rs. 348, 
which were alloted by the. Director of Public Instruction. In Murshidabad 
there were one upper L peoey school with 43 pupils, 8 lower primar 
schools with 165. pupils, and one girls’ school with 17 girls. The total expenditure 
on these schools amounted to Rs. 683, of which Rs. 489 were paid out of 
the Khas Mahal Fund and Rs. 194 were contributed from local sources, In 
Jessore there were two middle vernacular, one upper primary and nine 
lower primary schools.. The total amount of aid given to these institutions 
from the khas mahal grant was Rs. 66. In Khulna the total number of 
stipendiary schools was 21 against 16 of the preceding year. The number 
of students in these schools was 669 against 447 of the previous year, 

. Rupees 2,315 were spent on primary education in this district. Besides the 
above schools, there were eight: others paid by results of examination, and 
one unaided school imparting education to 288 boys. The condition of the 
raiyats in Government khas mahals cannot be-considered very good. In parts 
of Murshidabad they were in difficult circumstances owing to excessive flood 
and consequent loss of the Bhadoi and mulberry crops. The Officiating Collec- 
tor of the 24-Parganas, Mr, Collin, says “that during the year under report 
the harvests were generally good, but a single year of plenty preceded by 
three bad years had afforded them a temporary relief only, and has not 
materially improved their condition.” As already stated, i have granted 

generous remissions to actual cultivators in such cases. If they cannot reall; 

poy their rents out of the harvests of'the year, I do not'think their debts sh 

e carried forward against future harvests, Lxcept in Jessore, where tliere were 
two. cases: of desertion, no: desertion of raiyats. from: Government estates is 
reported: from any district. of this division. The accounts of the several 

Government estates: were. duly inspected’ by Collectors; Covenanted: 
Collectors; khas: mahal De ' Collectors. and: Subdivisional Officers. No 
material) irre: ties: or discrepancies were brought to notice: by any: of the 
officers, Certain suggestions. which I‘have made to thé Board will, 

1 hope, if ‘approved, greatly facilitate inspection. = Aelesdacibet ; 
100, tight hundred: vente eighty she ‘estates; including: sliares, became 
J iableto sale for non-payment of! revenue demand, 

Gales of deteniting ertatee. of owhihi 100) or 11:3'percent:, were actually’ sold 
Tho percentage of sales was less than in the preceding year, and -the liberal 
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is that the proceeds of the road cess will be sufficient for roads and leave 
a balance over. Some districts found it easy to make all necess ary provi- 
sions for roads, and yet have a surplus, Backergunge, for instance, a dis-— 
trict with more water-ways than roads was able to give a sum of Rs. 10,000 
to the District funds. hon’ble friend, Mr. Romesn Cauyper Durr, has 
told us how much the District Board of Burdwan has been able to do 
towards these sanitary measures. In this respect tho despatch of the Duke 
of Argyll, from which hon’ble members have largely quoted, lays down 
_ instructions on this point in a very stringent form— 

* Roads,’ ho said, ‘are a first requisite in the improvement of every country, and although 
as yot they may not be equally valued by the e, it is the duty of the Government to 
think for them in this matter, and the benofits they must derive will become yearly more 
apparent to themselves,’ 


“T hope the hon’ble member will think for them. While Ihave the despatch 
in my hand, I should like to draw attention to a passage at the end of para- 
graph 24 which bears a good deal on the discussion which has taken place 
to-day. It is there said ‘If there are some great improvements in theif con- 
dition which we cannot afford to undertake, we must not be precluded from 
throwing the cost of such improvements upon those growing resources of which 
we heartily desire to see the people in enjoyment, but which are due in a 
great measure to the Government we provide.’ 

‘We are exactly carrying out those principles. 

“With regard to the connection between drainage and malaria, we had 
a very useful statement from my hon’ble friend, the Financial Secretary, 
and I am glad that he has drawn attention to the letter of Dr, Harvey, I regret 
to find, that a copy of it was not circulated to all hon’ble members, although 
it was laid before the Select Committee. It is a letter of the greatest 
importance and will go a great way to form public opinion on this subject, 
5 I therefore propose to have it published in the Government Gazette. 

“Tn addition to what was said by Dr. Harvey, and what had been stated 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Ristry to-day, I would draw attention to an article 
which appeared in the Pioneer of this morning, which treats of malaria as a 
thing as to which experts have now hardly any doubt that it is due to a 
bacillus which is to be found in the blood. There are no doubt some who 
still suspend theit judgment, or consider the evidence weak, but the general 
' tendency of science in the present day is in the direction of believing that 
. this disease (malarial fever) is due to a poisonous bacillus of this kind, and 
that by effective drainage you can take an important step in the direction of 
emit it. . 

“Now with regard to the proposal of the Hon’ble raz Manarasan or 
Darsnanca to postpone the fossing of the Bill, I agree with the hon’ble 
member in charge of the Bill that no reason has been shown for taking 
such a course. Few Bills have received fuller and longer consideration than 
this, und the effect of postponing its passing will be, either that I must leave 
it to my successor which would not be fair to him, or that a special Session of 
Council must be held early in December at a time when otherwise it would 
not be necessary to summon you. The effect of such delay would be to 
produce the precise effect which the hon’ble member thought it would not 
produce, viz., to prevent anything being done under the Act in the next 
cold weather, for if passed by the Council in December, it could hardly 
expect to receive the sanction of thé Governor-General in Council before 
January or February, and by that time it would be too late for any practical 
work to be done in the cold season, This would be no argument against delay 
if it were shown that on general grounds delay is required for the fuller discus- 
sion of new arguments and objections, but no such cause as this really exists or is 
even alleged to exist. Nothing has been brought forward which is new, or which 
requires further consideration; we have all made up our minds, and the only 
result will be that we shall be bombarded with more papers from local bodies, 
such as those we have been lately receiving. From one point of view it is hard] 
courteous that communications addressed to this Coane should not be noti 
but from another point of view many of them are of a description which makes 
it a waste of time to considerthem. For instance, there is a communication from 
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_ a Murshidabad Association, in which they say :—‘ We have learned with consider 
Hi able consternation that it is intended ng canes a tax,’ and they say this pr 
the Bill has been fgr a year and a half before the Council! Why, this question 
was specially discussed at the Provincial Conference which met at Murshidabad 
only the other day,and they (unlike the British Indian Association, who saw no 
merit in the alterations in the Bill) expressed their satisfaction at the amend- 
ments which had been introduced. ‘There were there assembled delegates col- 
lected from the whole of Bengal, and yet the Murshidabad Association never 
heard a word about it. There can be no doubt that for people of this kind to 
take a share in seine b ppb measures introduced by the Government will 
afford them a much-ne education, Then there is the Rajshahi Association 
who take exception to the financial clauses of the Bill, and ask attention to 
what eed had previously written on the subject. Would it surprise the Council 
to hear that in the previous letter received from the Rajshahi Association noth- 
ing is said about the financial clauses of the Bill, except on the point that the 
cess should be so distributed as to include other than the sotiogktarel classes, 
It is quite clear that these are mere puppets, and that the strings which make 
them act are drawn elsewhere. And it is the expectation of receiving such 
porers and such arguments as these, which is put forward to discourage the 
ouncil from passing a Bill which has been under consideration for a year and 

a half, during which time every point had been minutely examined and amply 
discussed, On the contrary, it appears to me that they afford a good reason 
why the Bill should be passed now, and thus save us from the receipt of further 
communications of the kind to which I have referred. 

“In passing. the motion of the Hon’ble raz Manarasan or Darpuanaa, 
I can only say that it is directly opposed to the wishes of the Government. I 
am anxious that the Bill should be passed to-day, and I trust the majority of 
the Council will vote on my side.” 

The motion that the further consideration of the Bill be postponed for 
three months was put and the Council divided :— 


Ayes 7. Noes 10, 
The Hon’ble Babu Guru Proshad Sen. The Hon'ble Nawab Syud Ameer Hossein. 
+ Hon’ble Rai Eshan Chunder Mittra », Hon'ble Maulvi Muhammad Yusaf 
ahadur. Khan Bahadur. 
» Hon’ble Mr. A. M. Bose. » Hon’ble Kai Durga Gati Banerjea 
» Hon’ble Mr. Smyth. Bahadur. 
» Hon'ble Maharajah Jagadindra Nath » Hon’ble Mr. Dutt. 
Roy of Nator. » Hon'ble Mr. Risley. 
» Hon’ble Maharajah Sir Luchmessur » Hon'ble Mr. Buckland. 
Singh Bahadur of Darbhanga. 5 Hon'ble Mr. Bourdillon. 
» Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee. » Hon'ble Mr. Lyall. 


» Hon’ble Mr. Cotton, 
» Hon'ble Sir Griffith Evans. 


So the motion was lost. 
The motion that the Bill be now passed having been put, 


The Hon’ble Manarasau Srr Lucumessur Smen Banapur or Darpranaa, 
said: —“I wish to say a few words on the financial clauses of the Bill. I say 
it is intended to tax only two classes of the community, while the works 

posed to be carried out under the Bill will benefit other classes as well. It 
+ been said that the majority of the inhabitants of this province consists of 
landlords and tenants, that is to say about 80 per cent. of the whole population, 
Is that any reason why the other 20 3 cent. should be exempted from the 
taxation to be imposed under this Bill? I say that the very fact of taxing the 
landholding classes for the construction of works which will benefit other 
ions of the community as well is a direct infringement of the Permanent 
ment. No doubt there are people who consider that the levy of a cess on 

land is not an infringement on the Permanent Settlement, but legal opinion on 
this point is divided. Such eminent lawyers as Sir Barnes Peacock and Sir 
_ Erskine Perry have recorded their opinion that the imposition of such a cess 
isan infringement of tho Permanent Settlement. There can be no doubt of 















the fact that among the landed classes there is a 
levy of the proposed cess will be a direct in 
‘meide on behalf of the Government at the time 
in itself is, I think, a sufficient reason for not inflicting 
\ this sort on the land. It may be that our contention is» ;m 
we are in the right. But there can be no two q ere 18 
strong feeling not only among us, but among other that the Government 
has broken faith with us, Is it politic for the Government to do so? It und 
be that we are biassed in this matter, but I say, as was said by the Hon’ble | 
’ Banu Surenpranarn Bayenser the other day, that if we err we err in goo 
company. Sir Frederick Halliday, Mr. Ross Donelly Mamgles, and Sir Toby 
Prinsep, are all of the same opinion, and can it be said that these gentlemen 
were biassed in our fayour? It is for these reasons that I wish to enter 
most strong protest against any taxation which is inflicted upon the agricultu 
classes alone, but the benefits from which will he derived by the whole community. 
It has been said that one of the chief reasons for not taxing other classes as 
well is the difficulty of devising a tax which is workable. It say Se a very 
difficult thing to assess other classes under this Bill, but because that difficult 
exists, is it mght that the agricultural and the landed classes should be 
to pay for benefits which will accrue to other classes as well? It may be that 
there is no other way out of thordifficulty, but one way is plain, namely, that 
the Government can, if it chooses, pay the expenses of these drainage works 
from the Imperial Exchequer.” med Rese aati 

The motion that the Bill as settled by the Council be passed was then put 
and the Council divided, 

Ayes 10, t Noes 7. 

The Hon'ble Nawab Syud Ameer Hossein. The Hon’ble Babu Guru Proshad Sen, 

Hon’ble Maulyi Muhammad Yusuf | ,, Hon'ble Rai Hshan Chunder Mittra 


Khan Bahadur. : oe a Bahadur. 
ae ke Rai Durga Gati Banorjea » Hon'ble Mr. A, M, Bose. 

















% 


. - Hon’ble Mr. R 
i: Hon'ble A. Dutt. x4 Hon'ble Mahara ja Jagadindra Nath 
» Hon’ble Mr. Risley. i a 
»y Hon’ble Mr. Buckland. » Hon’ble Maharaja Sir _Luchmessur 
;, Hon'ble Mr. Bourdillon. : Bingh Bahadur of Darhhange. 
- 4, Hon'ble Mr. 1, Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee, 


» Hon'ble Mr. Cotton, 
» Hon'ble Sir Griffith Evans. 


So the motion was carried and the Bill passed, 


The Council adjourned sine die, 
.C, E. GREY, , 
OaLovrra; Offy, Assistant Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
The 20th August, 1895, Dat y at 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE WORKING oF 
THE CALOUTTA’ SHIPPING OFFICE AND OF THE SHIPPING 


FFIOES AT THE OUTPORTS FOR THE YEAR’ 1694-95, 
os OW 2 vo hs OT 8 ek 





No. 1644Marine. 
GOVERNACEN T OF BEN GAL—ALARIN E DEPARTMENT. 
Dated Caloutto, the 19th August 1895, 
RESOLUTION, 
Reap— ; 


‘Tho Annual Report on the Working of the Calcutta Shipping O 
* ~~ ‘Bhipping offices at the Outports for the year 1894.95,..° © x =o von ‘z ag 


The number of seamen of all nationalities shi ped and dischar ed th 
ae pening (ce was 21,555 and 19,724, respectively” ‘against 20,024- oi 


17,600 93-94. ‘Particulars as to the nutionality of the seamen are given 
below — - ns uh -) 2 i wh : das ¥ J. , ‘ 5 
1894.95, 1899-04, ¥ 
a Giiget ‘Dated Giga Seam 
British sss ra vee SD, BAB 848” Dag, Plsharmed. 
2 , Continental ine ae 648 1632 , m2 * 700 
Americans and West Indians 266 ‘183 850 “300 
> “Australians © Vy ae C) “16 9°20 "18 
Asiatics, other than Indians .., as 246 * 204 271 298 
Indians, proper... ey ws —-'18,466 16, 
Eurasians and Goaneso |“, mo Mig TRE... Agee 1+} 
Ti ADIT — <j aaewintihs nine 
Total + 21,655 19,724 20,024 ~—_47,600 
7 —_ —— — Pe tas cea 


It is noticeable that while the number of British stint shi; d 
discharged have shewn" a” falling” off the figurés for Indian’ skier show 
Bro rkable iticteasé. “During the revidus ear ‘alsothére- was tit’ incréase in 
thi i ae Taian sédinen, and’ 7 be cae show thatthe employment 
“OF Iki ih Edropean seamen is becomtin more ‘getierdl:; ~ On’ this 
ubje the Sh ig Master Writes ©) ou er rn 
eet ae Gates ¢ OF | 
(ja tom it of Both food ahd’ 


a aah that the Insoar isa fairly good 1 gpilor, is cheaper 
of I e8, requires less forecastlé accommodation, ore amenable 
discipling, “and, “as a ‘matter of course): is gtadually workizig'his way against the British 
n. WOrmMEOA Prsivdliy SS bs 1 THU AS 2 US 
“He also observes that the seamanlike qualities of native firemen and 
lasehis Yontinus "td improve. "He adds:—- 9 Sy Goce yr 
~ “As regards Burasians’ 16 now faces wate seen among the lascar crews shipped and 
discharged during the year, the isolated life they hisve'to lead on board, as reported last year, 
proba ne pe Gualbed oF Soden 194 WM tea xv 
The total’ number 'f sediiien of different nationalities shipped and dis- 
ogharged from, foreign vessels’ though thelr ‘Cotta, who an pot asa 
in the figures given ubdve aro" ' nia 


1804-95. 1809-04 

on tt AS Oe aa 88 
mine 04 during the previous your’ Ia artrins coiling off, being 62 
and a ddnvittidh ubtained.° 2 r 


ed. dt b ett: 49 sadn byw 
. 


8. The recei ta of the Bhipnin g Office amounted: to Rs. 39,823, against 
Rs. 88 Ph : vious: yea Te rise *y a entirely ang oe 
shipping and discharging fees, w ich in wi © increased employment 
a were crews eae Sexe = en port. an isbursements, were 

. 23,711, against Rs, in = @ rise being due to the paymen 
of exchange and acting allowances to the establishment. 








ac Cees 


4. The transactions of the funds held in trust by the Shipping 
show a small increase. The details are— s 






> 1894-05. 1893-94. 
: Rs. Re. 
Ticket money ae Lo wyeee vee os B22 262 ay 
Deposit money of British seamen ..- ‘we. 38,797 34,706 . 
Ditto of Native seamen... ven SE, BBF. 2,274 * 
Estates of British seamen t09 wa. 5,765 7,545 
Do. of Native seamen See > 8,675 1,907 
. Total vs 50,426 46,094 





The amount of “Deposit money” varies with the number of men dis- 
charged or left behind in Hospital; the deposits were made by 321 European 
and 55 Native seamen. 

The amounts remitted on account of seamen’s money orders were Rs. 9,354, 
against Rs. 21,378 in 1893-04, The chief cause of the decrease was the 
unfavourable rate of exchange. 

5. The number of distressed seamen sent home during the year was 26, 
against 36 in the previous year, 93 in 1892-93 and 61 in 1891-92. 

6. Two cases of imposition on seamen were reported. In one case it 
was found that the Master of a vessel, when producing four seamen at the 
Shipping Office for their discharge, had made ctitious entries of charges on 
account of clothes supplied during the voyage. On this being discovered, the 
Master was directed to deposit the sums 80 deducted, which were made over to 
the seamon. On the facts being reported to Government, the Shipping Master 
was directed to prosecute all Maxtere of vessels who, while discharging any of 
their men, may deliver accounts of wages which, in his opinion, have been 
incorrectly prepared. In the second case, the crew complained of the short 
issue of provisions, especially fresh vegetables. The fact was admitted by the 
Master and compensation was awarded to the crew. 

7. One case which may be held to be classed under the head of ill- 
treatment occurred during the year, viz., on board the ship Qairnie Hill, where 
twelve of the crew who were in jail for refusal of duty were taken out and put 
on board the ship when she sailed. They again refused to work when off 
Diamond Harbour, and the Master was ill-advised enough to attempt to com- 
pel them by force and by the use of firearms. Having thus put himself in 

e wrong, @e men esca ed the punishment due to their mutinous behaviour. 

8. At Chittagong the number of seamen shipped and discharged was 46 
and 83 against 35 and 22 during 1893-94. 

The receipts on account of trust funds amounted to Rs. 4,075, against 
Rs. 4,360 during the previous year. These were deposits received on account 
of the balance of wages of 23 British and 2 Native seamen discharged by 
mutual consent, of 6 British seamen discharged under Medical Cortificate, and 
2 left in jail. 

There was only 1 case of desertion, against 6 in the previous year. 

The number of convictions was 24, against 82 in the previous year. 

9. At False Point only one seaman, a native, was shipped, and none were 
discharged. Six visits were paid by the Shipping Master to vessels in port to 
inspect the provisions, water and medicines, as well as the forecastle accom- 
modation. ; “be a bee : 

10, At Balasore and Puri no transactions under the Merchant Shipping 
Acts are reported to have taken place, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Goyernor of Bengal, . 
A. D. McARTHUR, Liout.-Col., nat., 
Offy. Secretary to the Govt. of Bongal. 


RE 

















© For the woek ending the 19th August, 1895. 


-Burdwan.—Rainfall at Burdwan ‘97. Westher cloady. Rain is badly wanted for 
“the aman crop. The state of the olen and sugarcane isa little better. Condition of 
~ eattle good. Fodder and water plenti Common rice sells at an average price of 17 


Midnapore,—Rainfall at Sadar 1-87. Weather hot and cloudy at times. Transplanta- 
tion of ing on, More rain wanted. Indigo is being cut. Sugarcane doing well. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling at 16 to 22 seers per rupee. 


_ 24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sader 5:33. Weather cloudy with showers. Prospects of 
sugarcane, jute and aus rice good. Prospect of winter rice indifferent. ‘Transplantation 
retarded for want of iont rain. Rice sells at— 


Srs. co, 
Sadar aaa po .. llto13 0 
Barasat poe eee aoe 15 0 
Basirbat ied de a 18 19 ( Per TUpee.., 
Diamond Harbour ‘ie. ti Yeo 16 0 


. a 4 sgt “ 

Murshidabad.—Rainfall 2:76. Transplantation of aman.rico continues, but more 
rain wanted. Harvesting of bhadoi rico and mapuiaciaring. 7 indigo going on. Jute, 
sugarcane and mulberry doing well. Fodder sufficient. ice of common rice 16 seers 
per rupee. ; 


Khulna,—Rainfall at Khulna 4-01, Bagerhat 2/82, Satkhira 3:13. Weather hot and 
cloudy. Harvesting of aus has begun in some places. Transplantation of aman going on. 
More rain wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice 15 to 22 seers 2 
chitaks per rupee. 

pur.—Average rainfall 2:64. Weathor seasonable. Harvesting of jute and 


Dinaj 
transplantation of /aimanti rice going on. No outbreak of cattle-disease, nor any complaint 
for fodder or drinking water. 


Rangpur.—Average rainfall 4:73. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops good. 
Transplanting of aman and cutting of jute going on. Common rice sells at 14 seers 
a rupee. 

Pabna.—Rainfall 5:47. Weather cloudy and rainy. Reaping of aus and jute 
continues. Rivers falling. Prospects of aman good. eavy rain, Foddeand water 
sufficient. 


Dacca.—Rainfall 5°96. Weather seasonable. Cutting of jute continues. Prospect 
aa to ba good. Oommon rice selling from 12 to 19 seers por rupee. No cattle-disease. 
‘odder available. 


of a 188 a ao erally fair. ‘Fodder and water sufficient. Sporadic cattle- 
Siemens Rice from 15 to 18 sears a rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:11. Good rain fell at the end of the week. Prospects 
of bhadoi crops ‘Transplantation of rice in progress. Condition of cattle good. Fodder 


and water rors dont. Common rice selling at 183 seers per rupee. 


* : , : 
4 Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°25. Bhadoi oro doing well. ‘Transplantation of paddy 
progressing. Price of rice 16 seers per rupee, which is cheaper than average. 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari 7:42. Transplantation of aghani crop going on. 
Bhadoi crops good. : 
: Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°85, Samastipur 1°61, Madhubani 7:23, sufficient for 
bhadoi crops 


transplanting purposes. Prospects of vourable. Fodder for cattle sufficient. 
_ Price of common rice stationary. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 7°73. Weather hot. Aus is being harvested. Transplantation 
man in pro) 





sails at uarters iv seers 10 chi 


Purnea—Taifall ot Sader 192 pee ng of Bae p ing 
Transplantation of aghani still continues. © potvalgag an" 
Kasha. Felder ast eer Coicect ent. Common rice selling at 6 to 20 cers a zupe. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall 2:80. Weather soasonable. Barly beats based Gotta aoe ot 







late deli and transplantation of sarad continue. Prospects of 
_ cattle good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells at— 


_ Bre. c. Ran 
Cuttack ode son oe 21 0 ; 
Jajpur ans Miz “* 6} 
Kondrepece ae aee % % ae 
Banki a as eer? see 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-03, Giridi 897. Transplanting y 
progress. All crops doing well. Fodder abundant. Common ritaeelling at of ay a 
per rupee and Giridi 14 seers. 


General Summary.—There was ybut in eee , 
Division and in some ae of the Presdonoy. Divi Division i is ni ly deen tt soot 


these two Divisieng is eateae of winter rice is general soully making as pgs. rates 


harvesting of earl progress promise 
outturn. set het can ‘continue favourable. 
pylnakie aiiag still + ia a part of Purnea, oa ona 


the cattle are in good condition The price of common rice continues steady. 


By order-of the Lioutonant-Governor of Bengal, 
Revenue DEPARTMENT, C. E. BUCKLAND, J 
‘The 20th August, 1895. Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal. 


PRICES-CURRENT (##74JL) OF FOOD-GRAINS, FIREWOOD AND SALT IN THE 
HEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRICTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 
16ru AUGUST 1896. 
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DISTRICI5S, 

























BENGAL, 
Ch./S, Ob, ia WS uae ee S. Ob.(Re. Av. A p.|tte a. v. 
Pagers Jail {tates als edie des Burdwan. 1 
a {12 0 12 wld jued 0140 i * 10 8/11 0 310 6/810 6810 6 Birbhum, ‘k 
we [120 12 she tee did ve on “en 210 5/810 0810 0 $14 0) Bankura, a5 » 
uscfh. RK ae smo oan 0 0160 010 8 jn 0/1010/3 8 038 a PEN UES ali ie 
we {13 0 [18 ne nl mR Re ah, 110/10 0/8 9 08 9 de 0 Hoogtiy. | Be 
101 ae —) 0105 0105 7, 11 Oo 8/8 8 O88 sss 0! Howrah, 6) 5 
ea “« pf 52 OND 0/e 5 9 O10 ONT M1 411 018 5 O88 03 5 of M4:Pargunas 7} 
6 66 691114 Bhs Shs 4} 91 ia 6) 85 wh 8/1 8/11 18)8 9 013 9 0/8 6 0} Calcutta, 8 |e 
ww [oa foe 7 87 8 he 0 dan seated baba ale Saas dein docu, A ; 
\ 
w | aw | om 18 0/18 017 0 90 0190 200 011 oht oho 8] 6 08 6 018 D OF mantidares, 10 / 
ea (pai eh 0/18 0 |16 0 {120 0190 oii 0 4/11 0/330 01810 0/812 0} Jossore, 5 
we | ow | oe [12 0 [11 0/10 8 [160 0160 Rie ok ka 12 | 
6/20 9/17 12 0240 0240 0199) 9 9/9 9)810 8 810 8 4 0 0 Rajshahi. 13 | 4 
016 o| . HB te 0.120 epic thicataw diss dite doteic: 4 * 
‘ 
010 Oto o 1 Es Sees ee Salpaignel, “| ys 
8} 7 0/8 0 {120 oj120 O18 0/8 0/8 0/410 0.410 0 410 0} Darjeoling. "| 
10 O|10 0} 8 0| 50 72 9/9 0}10 0/812 0 812 0/4 0 O} Rangpur. ni 








Soto ctor ee 


per rupee, 
rete peteee ct sl ee rapes aro: —Galbande 8 sors, Kui 8 sar, nd Niphanar apr 

ofl rao af mit per rupeo ‘aro +—Madanganj 10 seers 10 chitaks, Manikganj 9 seers, Mirkadim 10 | 
{he rotall prices of salt por rupee are; —Kishorgany 9 seers, Jamalpur 9} seers, Kagmari 10 scors, and Netrokona =” 


tho rotail prices of salt por rupee aro :—Madaripur 11} soors and Goalundo 11 , os 
a carplmamedene,. po Rg bit 
ISSR 2S FI is eee | 
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DISTRICTS. 
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3 Chittagong ... 912 9 12] 10 oe j1L 12 [12 0 {1012 [14 0 [14.0 |12 4 
» BIHAR, 
18 0! oe 0\37 
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the subdivisions the retail prices of salt per rupee are ;—~Brahmanbaria 10 seers and Chandpur 9 seers, 
U At Feuny bit the rota price of at 8 sere por rapes. 
yf oeatrisene tho ealell wasn of aie'pee rvdee soe retank 2a dents Bias soors, and Dinapore 10 
sul rupee 
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, * 
i Caxetyrra 
© Phe 20th August 1895. 
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RY OF THE METEOROLOGIGAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 





TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGIOAL OBSERVA*+ 
TIONS TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 a.w., SATURDAY 
THE 177m OF AUGUST 1895. : z ; 


Dunine the previous week much heavier rain had fallen in Orissa than in any of the 
other districts especially in Bengal, where only about half the normal amount had fallen. 
At the end of tho week a shallow depression had formed over the south of Burma, and that 
depression has had an important influence on the rainfall distribution over the whole 

rovince during the week under review. 

On the 11th, the first day of the week just past, the depression having moved in a north- 
westerly direction, lay over the north of the Bay and parts of Lower Bengal and Orissa. 
A fairly regular cyclonic ciroulation of light winds then prevailed at inland stations, and as 
the disturbance developed very little in crossing the Bay, ordinary weather generally obtained 
in the south and east of the Bay, Temperature was 3° above the normal in all districts, and 
while the northerly winds continued, very little rain was falling. On the 12th the centre 
_-of the depression was close to the Orissa coast, which it crossed between Folse Point and 
Gopalpur. There had been a slow or moderate fall of pressure in the western ond central 
districts of the province as well as in the north-west angle of the Bay, but the depth of the 
depression when crossing the coast was very jsmall, the greatest defect being ‘14 inch in the 
south of Orissa and the Circars. Up to the 12th rainfall was almost absent except in 
Bihar, where local disturbances were fairly numerous and showers of variable amount fell 
and as the sky was only lightly clouded, temperature rose except in Orissa, which was more 
under the influence of the disturbance. 

After crossing the coast the depression changed its course, moving to the north and 
afterwards to the north-east. At the same time it gradually filled up. On the 13th the 
area of lowest pressure was over Orissa and part of Chota Nagpur and South-West Bengal, 
with a cyclonic system of winds round a centre not far from Chaibassa. Pressure fell slowly 
at most of the Bengal stations, and the greatest defect was +14 inch at Cuttack. General 
rain was now falling over the greater part of the province, and temperature fell 3°, but was 
still above the normal by small amounts except in the west and south-west. On the 14th 
the centre of the low pressure area was still in Chota Nagpur, and the slow fall of pressure 
in Bihar, while there was a rise elsewhere, showed that it was moving almost due north. 
The depth had diminished to about ‘08 inch, but the general rain continued, though not in 
more than moderate quantity, except in North Bengal, where some very heavy falls occurred. 
On the 15th pressure fell slowly in Assam and North Bengal, and the shallow depression 
drifting eastward formed a diffused trough of low pressure over the northern districts. 
Within this trough winds were easterly except in the west of Bihar, where they became west 
on the 16th. General showery weather continued over the whole province during these 
days, and when the westerly winds began 10 Bihar, very heavy rain fell at some of the 
northern stations, but especially in North Bengal. ‘The low pressure’ area over North 
Bengal and Bihar was slowly filling up, but at the end of the week there was still defect of 
‘07 inch in North Bihar, North Bengal, and Assam. As at the same time there was excess 
of ‘04 inch in Orissa, and gradients ran almost east and west, conditions continued 
favourable for general rainfall iu all distriets except Orissa, where it was becoming scattered, 
During the cloudy rainy weather of the last three days of the week, temperature fell every- 
where, and at the end there was defect of from 1° to 2° in Lower Bengal, Orissa, and Chota 
Nagpur, and of from 3° to 6° in the northern districts. 

'Pressure.—As the shallow low pressure area was over the western districts in the early 
part of the week, and in the north of the province during the latter half, pressure has been 
below the normal, though by small amounts. Changes have, as a rule, been very small, never 
exceeding a tenth of an inch, except on the llth over the north of the Bay, and being 
generally below ‘05 inch. Mean pressure for the week is below the normal in all districts by 
uniform amounts of about ‘05 inch. 

Temperature was above the normal at the beginning of the week, but fell steadily after 
the 12th, when cloudy weather became general. It was not till the 16th, however, that 
readings were below the normal, so that during the first five days of the week there was 
excess aad during the last two a moderate defect. Means for the whole week are above the 
normal in all districts except Orissa and Assam, where they are practically normal. 
Excess is nearly one degree in Chota Nagpur and East Bengal and about half a degree 
in the other districts, 

Rainfall has been general throughout the week except on the first two days when 
scattered showers fell in all districts, but especially in Bihar, The distribution has been 
fairly uniform if only the averages for the larger divisions be considered, but as local storms 
have ooourred not unfrequently, falls have, in places, been heavy and irregular in amount. 
This has been the case, more particularly in the northern districts, a good example being 
afforded by the Bhagalpur district, where the total falls at the several stations vary from 

‘56 inches at Supaul to 10°76 inches at Oolgong. The ‘average falls in the large 
subdivisions vary from 2°45 inches in South-West Bengal to 5:54 inches in Hast Bengal. 
Excess is 1°70 inches in Kast. Bengal, 1:02 in Bihar, ‘74 in North Bengal, and ‘26 in 
Orissa, while in South-West Bengal there is defect of about half an inch. 


Highest observed during week, 
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Mersorotoeicst, Orricer, BEnean, 
The 20th August 1895. 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 11th to 17th August 1895. 


* Daltonganj not included, 
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CO. Lirrtz, 
Offg. Meteorologioal Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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The mean 10 a.m, pressure of the seven days 


The mean temperature of the six days 
The extreme variation of temperature 
The maximum temperature 


The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days 
The total fall of rain from 11th to 17th August 1895 


Mergorouoctcar Orricr, Invi, 
The 19th August 1895. 
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daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 


J. H. Gmumayp, 
For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. 
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Tnohes| 


Aug. | 1th {1517} 87 | 29-528 85:1 | 910} 11°0 | 80°0 | 81+5 | 1-030 801 NE, Eand SE w.| 63 Nil | Partially cloudy, 
o, t 


» | 12th | 1508] 46 ‘B19 | 835 | 86-7 | 7-0 | 79:7 | 805 | 1-004] 79° 87 | SE, ESE and SSE | 102 0°40 | Chiefly cloudy, 4 
P, t ' 


» | 18th [1467] 5g 521 | 83:0 | 870) 9:0) 78:0} 801 | 0-993! 79-0 


& 


SSEand SSW ,,,| 148 0°20 Chiefly cloudy, o, 
2 Pe 
» | 14th (1155) Nil ‘44 | 813) 834! 60) 77-4]! 799] 1-001] 79:8 | 93 SSE and SSW ...| 104 1:09 | Cloudy, 0, d, p, 


» [1th (1199, 559 | 82-4 | 846 | 55 | 791] 80-2 | 1-002 79°3 | 90 | SSW oe] 133 0°05 | Cloudy, 0, d. 





of 16th | 1524! 9-7 ‘687 | 817 | 884) 98) 786! 794 | O-961 78°0 | 89 |SSW and WSW ...| 137 0°80 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
. P. 





“» [lth |1475] 49 607 | 814 | 87:5 | 115 | 760} 78-6) +942] 774 88 wsW, SSW and| 83 2°09 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
im, A: ‘ 


} &,d,p. 
a 


‘ Inches. 





The mean pressure of the seven days . sas tes an 29°552 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 

General’s Office dee i eee to eos 29588 

H 

The total number of hours of bright sunshine rr eve a 24:9 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine coe ane 90°3 
The mean temperature of the seven days coe oor sas 82'6 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 

General’s Office év ov ‘st tee oor 83:0 
The extreme variation of temperature... see on to 15:0 
The maximum temperature ... tee eee eee tee 91:0 

Miles, , 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour eee tee toe 18 a 
or : 

The mean relative humidity ... toe eee oo ae 85 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period tor 24 years, 

Surveyor-General’s Office eee eee coe ove 87 

Inch 

The total fall of rain from 11th to 17th August 1895 doe we 6B 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 

Office oy ae bie ove ase 4:27 
The total fall from Ist January to 17th August 1895 28:14 


The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Othee ase see $2 5ee oe eos 42:88 , 
-_ The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and ‘Cherm 
and from observations made st Oh, 10h, ih, and 201, ’ re 
‘The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers, All the 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
Kew Observatory. ‘hey are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four foot 
above the ground. 
é The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No, 86, 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 
‘The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 
the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 
. The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground, 


0, overcast; t, thunder; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; g, gloomy. 


Tye 







cat Orvicr, Govr. or Inpia; J. H. Guuayp, 
Caloutta, the 19th August 1895. ' For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
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Mas, Bs. 


62,076 670 . 
A 21,225 398 
ah ener sy 62/960 
Other articles — nee 1 
Total 2,99,660 4,278 


CIROULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approwimate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 17th August 1895, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 





Mem parecer nar | Wemgeeize fovea 
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Coxenrwa rEArn10. eae Seem rian 
zee 
Ra, A, P. Mps.6.| Rs, a. P. Rs, Ae PB 


200,248 3,69,771 i o 25,08,048 10 473,448 $ yas 5 9 










Keatimatod): 





Receipts. 


ae Number of 
3. passengers, Receipts. 











Bs, a, PB 
7,72,400 6 0) 
nase 








ser {1,3488,140 90] 2608070 6 0) 49.969 8-0 | 42,01,906 11 0 
7 HTtTs_1_0| 1.8001 008, 0 | 90,80,508 6 ol 1,00,100 10-0 | aemror a0 


200,860 | 2,02,857 5 0| 25,51,401 90 | 498,907 2 5} 16,782.12 11 | 7,608,687 4 
1st 16 21 ths 29315 10 on 455 15 10 * aecci eT 


1,757,606} | 16,85,658 5 10 | 1,58,28,052 20 | $2,05,843 6 6) 1,093,027 7 6 | 50,8440 8 453,083 






* Tho increase is chiefly in outward traffic from stations on the A and B districts, 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY... 
Approximate Retura of Lraffic for the week ended 10th August 1896, on 22°23 miles open. 
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BY, 1m 9 0 : 
% a baits " 8 088 = =H 
1,172 10 0 pi. 
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Commanison. ‘ 
of ets am 
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ae ot peeve previous year ‘% pe 
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_ DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
‘a . Appreviaate Return of manors the week ended 10th ane 1895, on 161°40 miles toa 













TRAVVIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 








|e 






———____ a 
Coaching |Weightearried.|  Reooipts. onching,| Maratea | ota 











Rs. 4. P, 


i 00 o¢8 
ee vase i i 


88,05,140 0 | 4,603,120 0 0 Wit edi 00 _9.08,800 0 0 00 143,830 116,603 20,3" 
41,02,490 0 | 6,25,170 0 0; 0 0 0 0° i11,51,840 0 0, 00 tae |__| “ae 


_—_— 


Re. a. P. Rs, a. 


mea tt] mmm | mae | mae 


Rs, 4. P. 
T7177 0 0 
9% 0 0 





Mops. 8 
4, 0 
ret 8 




















7,98,018 0| 1,70,197 0 0| 18,915 0 0| 2,53,208 0 0| — 30,080 92,985 | 62,485 
981 0 209 0 0 200 20700) suse fe es 
41,7547 0 | 7,80,200 0 0} 85,968 0 0 | 12,68,113 0 0| 176,286 | 103,470 | S44,76r 


* Excluding steamer earnings, 








BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. « 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 10th August 1895, on 125 miles open. 
















TRAPVIOC TRAIN-MILES RUM, 


coin by | Total. 


Rs. A. P. Re, A.P.. Re. a.P, Rs, a.P. 
oe 0 0 8,900 0 0 170 0 0 . 
fees to “er | noo Wm 8 8 233) MS ee] Se) Aw Se 
or provioet 6 weeks of naif. 


17,580 0 0 1,20 0 0 71,300 0 0 17,588 |__20,078 |__ 30. 
21,50 0 0 1,410 0 0 86,820 0 0 21,188 32,908 | 3.400 





Sestak ann ad - 190,700 Frc 








of pravio Feat See $1,600 9,328 0 0 9,155 0 0 206 0 0} 18,6899 0 0 8,425 3,987 6,718 
vie we of provoas Year a 258 70 0 7300 200 18000! sun sick pis. 
z 26,924 0 of 1,733 0 0| 85,490 0 0| 21,797 





DACOCA STATE RAILWAY. ' 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 10th August 1895, on 86 miles open. 


TRAPFIO TRAIN-MILES RUN, 








"Ole DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. ; i 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE 
FIRST QUARTER OF 1895-96. 





No. 747B., dated Calcutta, the 15th August 1895. 


From—N. K. Boss, Esa., Offg. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, L.P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 


I am directed to submit the following report on the state of the salt 
Rive: market for the first quarter of 1895-96, com- 
ae ey innate pasing the months of April, May, &nd June 
2. The quantity of salt of every description cleared during the quarter 
under report amounted to 28,04,085 maunds against 24,97,442 maunds in the 
previous quarter and 27,18,594 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the 
previous year; and the net amount of duty levied thereon was Rs. 66,34,015 
against Rs, 58,07,558 in the previous quarter and Rs, 64,42,704 in the corre- 
sponding quarter of the previous year. In all cases fractions are omitted. 












saati f locally-made salt removed from the golas in ) 
during a: a sane and the - pa: which remained in eats a 
the close of the quarter are shown in table 1:— aed 
s Tasiz I. ; 
=n 
1 | 2 





















Puri. 
Mps. s. 
Balance at the close of the last — «+ | 1,76,904 0 
Manufactured or addedduring the quarter ...} 1,18,816 0 
Total ++ | 2,095,720 0 
ing th arter oe oo 17,932 0 
Sn aang he were S| aso 
Total oes 22,580 0 
Balance at close of the quarter ove «| 2,738,170 0 


The total sale of locally-made salt during the quarter under review 
amounted to 17,932 maunds against 10,507 maunds in the previous quarter and 
4,586 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. Duty was 
paid during the quarter on the full amount sold, A! tacos 

4, The subjoined table shows in detail the importations into the port of 
Calcutta and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during the quarter under 
review, compared with the figures of the corresponding quarters of the previous 
two years :— 





Tasxe II. 
1808-04, ] 1694-95, 1895-06, 
WHENCE IMPORTED, First quarter, | Pirst quarter, | First quarter. 





Imported. | Cleared, | Imported, | Cleared, Imported. | Oleured. 
1 | 2 8 4 5 6 7 
ds is. Mas, 
6,59 
5,64, 4,45,056 












Hamburg 8,858,006 
{ trieste oo ” oes 
Genoa ee ee Ce (A) (rs Pe 
111 _Batoum . x 3 
Muscat $1,056 
BSalif 64a) 
Iv Aden 2,75,082 
Linga 6,290 
Hanjam 59,301 
Adelaide gue wef BDF BAT ft cateee fnew fate 
ape Town® *.. 1 
iadras aeneee 
¥ eoneee 
‘Tuticorin see 
VI bay 1,86,215 1,356,882 
Total oo 22,602,540 23,57,624 80,36,562 ; 26,30,499 21,387,691 27,05,515 


* Norm.—Adolaido and Cape Town come properly under none of the groups, but for convenience’ sake they are placed under 


group 

5. Table III shows the quantity of the sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter as compared with the results of the 
previous four quarters :— 
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Taste III, 





| roe 





Second qui ‘Third quarter | Fourth 
of 180b 08, | of 1894-06. | of 

















Sulkea Government golas rie xen an 
. cy ww oe 25, 26,35,892 
nt Docks “to. oe oon a i” en 4 neaiars Bord 
ie we at ese = 14,381, +18, 1,456,100 
Morrison & Co.) de os iy 
Balasore (ditto) ON +, (MRM Sad, feanier OME san (anda ad 2,931 
Total 90,81,185 






















Fs Sea ae WE rect Sea ti == NES : -_—-——— ——- 
_.. The stock in bond at the close of the quarter under review, th 
a little, is still large; and the shipments of salt, as shown ‘in pclae 
show no signs of decline. ; i ee 
6, The despatches of salt from Calcutta by water and the three railways 
passing the several salt- s stations into thesinterior of the country both east 
and west of the river Hooghly, as well as the despatches by steamers and 
flats during the quarter under review and the corresponding quarters of the 
previous two years, are shown in the table below :— 


Tasiz IV. 








7. The quantity of salt despatched by the East Indian Railway to 

Mas. s. the stations beyond Buxar during the quarter under 

April... nn aee a review amounted to 5,622 maunds 10 seers as noted 

Fons ie  a'e23 10 in the margin, against 2,999 maunds in the 

previous quarter and 1,873 maunds 30 seers in the 

corresponding quarter of the previous year. 

8. The quantity of saltpetre-salt removed from the refineries on pay- 

ment of duty amounted to 12,557 maunds against 8,897 maunds in the previous 
quarter and 8,258 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 

9. The shipments of Liverpool salt for the port of Calcutta according 

to published market reports were as follows :— 


Total .. 6,622 10 








Tons, 

April eee vee ose 19,280 
May ... see ix ae 33,440 
June bee ste obs 14,430 
Total ee 67,150 


10. Table V shows the average wholesale price per 100 maunds of 
Liverpool and other descriptions of salt during each fortnight of the quarter: — 

















Taste V. 
Fortn: ight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight 
DuscrrpTion op SALT. ending 15th ending 30th ending 15th ending Sist ending 15th ending 30th 
April 1895, April 1895, May 1895, May 185. Juno 1895, June 1895, 
1 2 | : 8 | 4 | 5 6 | 1 
en So ne EEEET EEEEEnEeneet We = 

Ra. a, P. Ra. a. P. Rs, a. P. Rs, A. P. Rs. a. P. Re. a. P. 
ant bs 40 366 8 svi} “p04 7 ob 0 8 eo 810 

pit 5010 4 020 els 0 B45 rn rT) 
Muscat ditto a a7? 12 8 oso 41 6810 00 “00 
Jedda ditto 210 #00 615 0 465 6 “604 “oo 
#ombay ~ 00 sw 9 a7 28 9738 30:10 4 woo 

Rook ditto... ooo0 euneoe en a) ee 7 








11. The following table shows the quantity of sea-imported salt admitted 
into bond and cleared from bond and ship at Chittagong, Novos 









Khulna and Balasore during the uarter under review and the 6 eomesponding 
quarter of 1894-95 :-— ‘ ; 





Tastx VI. : 
° ADMITTED INTO BOND. Oxearrp. 
Port, Deseription of salt, = 





Livi 1 om 
j_vnittagons {ties ==: 
arava. iverpool and Hamburg 
u 1 
Khulna iver] ie 
jnwore Ditto 101740 0 0 







12,40 0 0 


No transactions cf sea-im re salt have been reported for the quarte: 
from the ports of Cuttack and 





; NOTIFICATION—No. 3452M. 
The 26th August 1895.—The following is published for general infor- 


~ mation. 
H. H. RISLEY, 


Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 





“WORKING OF THE FIRE BRIGADE IN THE TOWN AND SUBURBS’ 
OF OCALOCUITA AND IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF HOWRAH, 
DURING TH# YEAR 1894-95. 


No. 6985, dated Calcutta, the 7th August 1895, 
From—A. H. Jamus, Esa., Offg. Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

I nave the honour to submit, for the information of Government, a report 
on the working of the Fire Brigade in the Town and Suburbs of Calcutta and 
in the Municipality of Howrah for the year 1894-95. 

2. During the year 45 fires occurred, at 38 of which the Brigade was in 
attendance. Of the remaining seven fires, one was extinguished by the local 
police and six by the residents of the locality. 

8. The estimated value of property destroyed during the year was 
Rs. 5,98,534. Two women were burnt to death in a busti fire in the Suburbs, 
and one man lost his life in a fire in the Town. 

4, There were five fires in buildings licensed under Acts IV of 1883 and 
I of 1898, in which property to the value of Rs. 2,90,100 was destroyed. 

5. Of the fires that occurred during the year under review, three call for 
special notico— 

I. .On the 11th October, at 1-30 a.m., a fire broke out on board the River 
Steam Navigation Company’s flat Banuuv, which was moored in the river oppo- 
site the Camperdown aoaae Jute Press and Jaden with bales of jute. This 
fire lasted 10 hours and was extinguished by the Fire Brigade and the Port 
Commissioners’ floating engine. The damage caused by this fire was estimated 
at Rs. 1,831,347. 

II. At2-15 p.m. on the 22nd November, a fire broke out ina pucka 

own belonging to the Howrah Jute Mills at Sibpur, which was stored with 
les of jute. It was finally extinguished on the 26th idem and caused a loss 
of Rs. 1,382,500. 

III. At 7-20 a.m., onthe 23rd November, some jute in one of the press 
houses belonging to the Calcutta Hydraulic Press was discovered to be on fire. 
The conflagration rapidly spread over the press house and caused damage to the 
extent of ‘Rs. 2,27,000. This fire was Ff Pee, in 34 hours by the Fire 
Brigade, helped by the Manager and staff of Messrs. Ralli Brother’s Press, who 
turned out with their fire extinguishing appliances very promptly and rendered 
able assistance. : : ‘ : 

6, During the year there were eight prosecutions under the Explosives 
Act, in all of which convictions were obtained. 

7, A memorandum of tbe fires which occurred, and a statement showing 
receipts and expenditure on behalf of the Brigade, are enclosed. 
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ae . 
a Oth Apri) 1894... | Section N., No, 80, Wellesley 
“ th e «« | Section E., No, 107, Cotton Street | Ditto ons, tC ahe 875 about 200 maunds, 
ie 3 | ith June mM) Segond Bi Bivinion, Port Police, Sovemge bearaad fetes 
‘ Wth September ,, «+ | First Bitton Port Police, Bag Strawc ons bast Iead. nea 
* oe Ditt itto aie oe snesraae oe 3 
hohe BOS Fire Divsign, Post Police Cas] 4 hoaee The flat Bannw and 9,044 bales of jute, 
own 
7 20th November ,, o | Section H., Harrison Road... 
8 [24th December 4 ww Pirst  Divislees, Bort Police, Ruth- 
9 Sist January 1895... Pint Division, Port Police i 
Total 9 fires, 


7th April 18% = | Section J., Dhacooriah .., wn 
ith » ” «+ | Section F., Leechoo Bagan oe 
2nd May ” + | Section J., Burro Bagan ... 


a, ” « ] Srotion Tollyumae - 
Fh t,o as | Seetion D., Manick’ worked 


th a. a in postion tev i “on on Five folpata huts, Fal tabi 

ras + | Seetion USKUTPATA wee see ui! huts. 

oth = S| Seotion Li) Burrobash i... Sim thatehes and a materials. 
vol the fire was cateulsea by the people 
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Sth June + | Section F., Nufcherkhana,,  ... He Three hats, 
Sit Beptember °; “| Section N:, Moocheekhola, 7 ‘ Forty tiled and 


? y of owotetpals, named Sunni sad 


fe 
wg Sehr she os St 
¢ Ey 23rd November ,, a ‘cat Bi, Fealiprosonae Binghos' 
ob 









. oo PDitio ditto 19 D boars ond Pucka building and jute, 
5 2 
on 8 ours ob oe " ‘Three hundred bales 
. Rg 7 nos Sa as 
"Union Hydeanto Pres Press. SiS Ty 
e +» | Section «» | 90 minutes 
< X hour and 35 minutes 
ua ae 46 minutes 
D m-Duin Road 1 hour and 89 iuinutag 
% 17 boar and 88 minutes ; 
& Conven: ¥ Ditto rion 


of Puikpara 1 hot 3 bats 





Mth October 4 ww A smal! pucka godown and household pro- > 


aN ber 4, aw | Bi Howrah Mill 00 gnsone oe " 32,520 vxn padoen 
fe Become cijghaecgrer™ Mi [Ebru ==] atime | Bice and tata ita 
inh deosery ie er Indian Railway Winton’ | 1* hour'and “is: asi 12,000 | Aw iiding with iron ‘root usedas | 
Howrah. nutes, a saree. boat oie and 5.00, J 
reoort yon me Sel » eee ce 
6 2nd February 4, .. | Dhobapara . ee, ten, perf oa bore aid 80 mi- 40 | Two golpatts hute containing four rooms, 
° 7 “th = +» os | Chewbagan, Sibpur we | SOR le ee sO A ature bat, @ portion of which was 
| 8 7th March ” oe Bae ibpur, 2 hours 2 
9 wh 4, ” o ar Bhice, phan? Ged tennis Road, 16 minutes... 4. 1m , i A Na hot a 
” w wth 4 +» | Sribaviuapara, Sitpur 4. 4. | 2 hoars 50 mi- 80 | A straw hut, 
n Qst ow ” ow | Nundil Grend Trunk Road, | 4 hours re a 
undibegan, ro 000 | Six golpattn hutsand s largequantity of 
~ 3 Set, ‘ «| Khora Bagan, Gibpur a i te outbreak of 60 thatched but, 
f tinguished” ‘bythe . 
retipnot th ga: é 
i je ved, Ms 
“is ea » | Ohow Bagan, Bibpur’ | 1 boureud’bivutes 40 | One gotpatte hut, hoe 
s , 
So, Brads a at : 
ve 88 
Extineuished focal og ba 
Ext "ye one Fe : : “ 
Tota aa 45 
GRaNp Torat .., 
ALCUTTA, 
tae de * ‘ 











os omelet 1893, from Town Corpo- 
Pity er potion Rleeia ee eee srom Doemipors an 


aah et tt 106, rom Mantekttah 
_ Feos erence th, Ack Loe tiem, from Howrah Mu. 


Se: = 
“ obey eee 







at bea ie 88) i 
under Petroleum Aet poe! a Re = ~ 4000 0-9 
t of telephone SE ees, Re ee tore 
pine med ny te paebiear pne Ae 30 $ Hy 
. ates pnd toes under Let Tt 108 and Act IV of 1883 
1893-04— 
‘Town Corporation Ore ste ele) aot ime | REET 


Chitpur and Cossipore ity on’ see 
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Rs. a. P. 
1 ent at Re, 250 ae | aa 000 0 0 
1 Olbe! Engineer gives ea) ar rae ee o8 
1 Engineer el Saran a ee 1248 0 0 
$ ON = PC a oe 0.8 
xc) ” - 
1 Katee Brive at co. aes ooh ome 8 8 ° 
1 Tindal : eae: aa, 00 
1 Ditto AA he otan ls We 0 0 
7 Rhvvlascos Pu Seta) on Se 672 0 0 
21, Ditto a ar ee mee 
allowance of Stindals \., m0 0 
2 Writer at Re, 90 gu 0 0 
‘Travelling allowance Welling allowance of Inapector at pea Lo 8p 



















Contingencies. 
me of horses, including shoeing and veteri- 0 
gear and repair of barness, “00 
Brive, Steers, at Bere een se 5 ou 
wae Go European members of the Fire 1,100 0 0 
bers of 600 
ca gata aS, the Fire 1,600 0 0 
or), Rg cam tae ae se 1,480 ° ° 
notice of Se aed 
£ Baeeeetrae naan Sone =| gu $ § 
of horses prin sc) oe er 1,200 0 0 
of uns ooh eben” ah | 5. eae, Cjlawe,, Teen jon 98 
Me APRA 2 cele hte aon ahem set 9 0 
WL saee inset fics! ante 0 
Ease epi gh anne thos albabae 2700 0 0 
Total... 
\ Howrah establishment. 
‘ 7 + 
it a ee ee ey Siassees 
Ne SP SOT 1,800 0 0 
2 Conpensationatgwanse ve >. vows beene vee me 456.13 6 
x Ra. 10@ach se ame oee tee 24) 0 0 20 0 0 
oo 1 a Td 1 0 0 12 0 0 
i ” H ” ane.) -908 tet ide a “| 2 a 3 fe 
5 Ditto ears si a i eo 940 0 ot 0 0 
” ” tei 90d ypan he halen reer tas 
tbekiestear!”*- Sasinth ees, 14 0 120 0 0 
Saree CO aes anes 0 8 288 0 0 
Rvs . 
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Contingencies. 
Feed and keep of horses, including shoeing and veteri- 






























nary attendance, 0 
table gear and repsir of harness 4. «+ pes m0 : : 
f wards to intormers giving iotioe ot roa ‘af 00 
; ‘ol ane ea l] 1,000.0 08 
STORRS eon) -niae-4 lye aa ans we $ es 
Space ant oom structii of biting and i jook-ine <=] B08 8 oe 
Contingencies, 3 sea, Neen SN on 100 0 00 
= oa cates ios 0 
6,954 0 
" * 
Bhowanipur. 
2 Tindals at Rs, 10 each tate 0e 
5% Khalasees  ,, ” eo eee 
9 Ditto wu Wem Pere ae eee) 4 
Watgunge. 
2Tindals at Rs, 10 each oy er 
1 Khalaseo ,, Oop 08 ee ee 
‘11 Bhalasees 4 7 » vee eee eee 
Palmer's Bridge. 
: Tae at Re, 10 each ee ate 
_w igo ne Ses adec™, IR eal 
we Chitpore. 
‘* 1 Engineer at'Rs, 120 eS ae 00 0 
4 2 poe andfireman ,, l0each ow 00 0 
. 1 Fireman wo 20 on ou 00 0 
L 5 Khalnsees » Seach. oe 00 ° 
7 Ditto ” Tw on oo 00 0 
8 Byoes vo Boyce oe ones “0 0 
1 Engine-driver ov soit) 0th, ene 00 OBE. ~cccmy 
00 oO) 
: Contingencies. 
1 keep of horses ee eee 00 8 
Fata ear end repair of harness oon 00 0 
Repair of hase of Howe and sine tro «se. ome 00 4 
Papreee ne 3 - a 
Ya . horses oe eee 
* Harness ior horses wee eee tae on 00 0 
Coal, olland engine stores — as. aus, . ; + 
k ath sail nse kca ens assy ere 00 
‘Rates and taxes ee ee ee 0 
‘Miscellaneous ee ee ee 0 
. 


Travelling allowance for Inspecting Petroleum Depots 


Establishment for collecting the rates and fees 
winder Act I (B00) ot 1805 sete 





Town Donia ici Svcs, Mai ied ee 

Guyer oh HMunicipatity se gee ae 00 
Forelcr Municipality Bal ait eka = ag ME 00 - 
Manicktollah Municipality oo 0.0 








870 0 0 
10,6738 0 $ 

Ralance on Sist March 1894 4. see sees 
Delicit balance on Sist March 1894 4.0 ae tae as 3 H 
; Total 4. 1 


i 





. AO Taene, - 
. Of'y. Commissioner of Police, 





hone WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 





For the week ending the 26th August, 1895. 


’ Burdwan.—Rainfall at Burdwan 2:09. Weather cloudy and hot. Aus and sugarcane 

‘doing fairly well. Prospects of aman rico improved by recent rain, but a large extent 

* sof land remains uncultivated. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells ‘at an average price of 16} seers a rupee. ; 


a tos ec ryang Ivy Sadar 2:42. Weather hot = cloudy = oenee: pice. = 
want ‘ansp) on of aman paddy going on. Sugarcane doing well. In 

% been manufactured with good produce. Prospect of aus paddy not tight. Common rice 

selling from 144 to 22 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


*  24-Parganas,—Rainfall at Sadar 2°79." Weather cloudy with thunderstorms. Pros- 
pects of aus paddy, jute and sugarcane fair. ‘Transplantation of aman paddy proceeding 
slowly for want of rain. Harvesting of aus and jute has commenced at Barasat and Basirhat. 
Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. Prices unchanged except for a slight 
rise at Basirhat. Rice sells at— 


Srs.c. 
> nal ; oa sve «. Iltol3 0 
arasal ove ave a 15 0 
Basirhat aa es pe 17 124 ( P® rape 
Diamond Harbour... ave an 16 0 
Murshidabad.—Rainfall -69. Weather hot and cloudy. Transplantation of aman 
continues. P, of standing crops genorally gogd. Bhadoi paddy fairly swelled in the 


ear; outturn estimated to be fair. Fodder sufficient. Oommon rice sells at 16 seers per 
rupee. 

Khulna.—Rainfall at Khulna 1:66, Bagerhat 2°05, Satkhira 2°35. Weather hot with 
occasional rain. ‘Transplantation of aman going on. More rain wanted. dus is being 
harvested. The a in the ear on high land is not full for want of sufficient rain. Price 
of common rice 15 to 22 seers 2 chitaks a rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 5:54. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of jute and 
transplantation of Aaimanti paddy going on. No outbreak of cattle-disease, nor any complaint 
for fodder or drinking water. 


Rangpur.—Average rainfall 2:60. Weather cloudy and warm. Transplanting of aman 
and cutting of jute in full swing. Fodder available. attle-disease in some thanas. Rice 
selling at 12 to 15 seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—Rainfall -76. Weather cloudy and rainy. Rivers steady. Harvest of 
aus nearly finished. Jute being cut. Prospects of aman good. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Dacca.—Rainfall 1:25. Weather hot with rain at intervals. Prospects of crops favour- 
able. Cutting of jute continues. Common rice selling from 12 to 19 scers por rupee. No 
cattle-disease. Fodder available. Rivers gradually rising. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 3:30. Weather hot. Reaping of aus and transplantation of 
aman in progress. Prospects generally fair, but more rain needed. Water and fodder 
sufficient. Rice sells from 14 to 18 seers a rupee. 

Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 4:28. Prospects of bhadoi crops favourable. Transplantation 
of paddy has made much progress and prospects have improved owing to recent rain. Oondi- 
tion of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling at 20 seors per rupee. 


Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar “66. Prospects of bhadoi crops favourable. Transplantation 
of y going on. Price of common rice at Sadar 14 seers per rupee. 

Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari 3°75. ‘Transplantation of aghani nearly completed. 
Bhadoi crops good. 

Darb —Rainfall at Sadar 4°55, Samastipur 1°21, Madhubani 894. Bhadoi crops 
doing fairly well. ‘Transplanting of paddy in full swing. Fodder for cattle plentiful. 
Prices stationary. ‘ 

Bhagalpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 421, Madhipura 8:05, Supaul 2:65, Banka 2:37. 
Weather hot and rainy. ‘Transplantation of paddy nearly completed. Marwa has com- 
menced to be reaped; prospects fair. Oommon rice sells at 17 seers 10 chitaks per rupee. 
Fodder and water sufficient. 


. 







PMN EET DTT ze er i! 


Vi sate Paes 
CaN SPREE Tiere 


8, AUGUST 25, 1896. 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 291. Harvesting of bhadoi paddy and jute going on. 
tion of aghani paddy almost finished. atte disease in Kadwa thane ‘odder 
and water sufficient. Common rice selling at 15 to 24 seers a rupee. 
Cuttack.—Rainfall 2:11. Weather sensonable. arly bead’ rice maturing and being 
reaped in places ; prospects . Weeding of late deali and transplantation of sarad rice © 
continue. Condition of cattle good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells at— 





Srs. c. : 
Sra e ive aa a 4 ng. 
endrapara pe eve ove 5 
Jajpur i a0 von a 29 Be Se TE: 
Banki se ove 22 6 : 7 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘96, Giridi *27. More rain wanted for completion of #2 
transplanting operations. All crops promise well. Fodder. abundant. Common rice selling’, 
at Sadar 16 seers and Giridi 144 seers per rupee. 
* 
General Summary.—There was rain throughout the Province during the week. The 
ana of the winter rice erop are generally favourable, except in the Burdwan and 
residency Divisions, where considerable portions of land remain yet uncultivated for want of 
sufficient rain. Early rice and jute are being harvested; generally speaking, the former is 
expected to yield a good and the latter a fair outturn. The state of the iadoi crops in Bihar 
and Ohota Nagpur is satisfactory. Sugarcane is promising. No cattle-disease is reported 
a from Rangpur and Purnea. The price of common rice is almost stationary. The 
flooding of the Kaidak river, which occurred in Jelpaigee on the 9th July, is reported to 
have caused much loss of omy and cattle in il Kumargram ; advances are being 
given under the Agriculturists, Loans Act. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenue DeparTMent, C. E. BUCKLAND, 
The 27th August, 1895. Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Gunny- Mustard Indien, Taw. ne 
bags.t | Linseed, | Must ‘ j 


” 
” 
oo 

o- 


Binghbhum “ 


Total of Chota Nag- 
pur, 


Grand Total of 


supplies from the 
Provinces under 1 23, y i , 326, 17, 1,622 | 10,818 | 71,248 }62,092) 3,717 


the Lieutenant. 
iad of Ben-. 


senses ompses 7 15,105 901 36 
4,86,061 609 1,470 | 3,19,688 216 | 88,437 | sree 


9,605 


420] 13,968 
66 


6,00,805 |6,82,006 | 95,806 | 23,51,780 | 8,85,616 
4,14,981 soon $4,776 | 17,283,567 | 3,02,600 | 1,107,304 | 19,390,557 | 9,19,776 | 46,840 | 98,415] 1,623 | 00,320 )1,11,867 | 56,983) 2,420 


* One maund of paddy is equivalent to 25 seers of rice, 1 + Exclusive of bags obtained by local manufacture, 


The Sea-borne Trade of Caleutta i in these Staples during the month of May, 1895, was as follows : 



























aanees 


eee vee 
aeeeee omens 
seen eens 














78,882 | 2,27,571 | 45,903 + | 8,502,856 | 217,657 | 1,110,800) 3,68,487 18 | 22,051 | 6,597 BOS | serves 33 
_ 7,24,818 2,890 | 20,488 18,000 | 7,74,649 | 2,15,277 | 19,961,723) 55,990 6,526 | 2,891 | 85,492] 1,048) 152). 18 1% 


R we 24,048 | 92,079 | 1,351 
9,40,056 | 2,97,051 /1,20,720 | 19,120 "79,89,502 4,382,868 | 17,706, 25,006} 2.20) 2,08) 6,918 
5,92,186 | 64,082 1,07,974| 2,836 | 7,67,178 |. 2,68,708 | 12,300,820) 14,19,999 me 17,570| 70,676] 1,243 | 9,583 








7,002 | 6,68 



















. ¥ * ba ie MTS es pote ad eet 
The following Statement shows the routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Btaples 
- inte‘Caleutta during the month of Bay, 1895. 


Imports into Catcurra. 





















: 988 | ra 155,920 105 | 1,54, 18,045 | 16,630 288 | pa 
: B. 1. Rail 1,602,808 | 06,566 | 6,64,872 80,880 | -"10;145 | 30,480 7 185] severe 
» mail JE. B. 8. 190,086 03,005 | 361 | 1,05,196 | 1,143,205 | "42,726 | ' 6,740 | 24,086 - : 
way. | 
road ve oe ow | 89,580 2,885 | 20,200 | 1,816 | sessae | caso 1,502 | wuiue | 5,285 : ] 
Poke nese | 1, 06,248 90 | 84,400| 9167] 16,426 6 Go | 40/730 | sais | “tga tae 


Grand otal of 186 «| 1000870 | 17846 | Gnas | sanons | ssen6 | Sayme |asvasen| sue | saeom | anes | aanses | es | ones 
ne 0 | 7,90,886 | 9,07,801 | 414981 | 400,717 | 84770 | 3,02,000 | 1,167,506 | 12,90,587 | 9,10,770 | 40,510 | 98,615 | 1,028 | 00,520 


~~ The following 





Statement shows the Values and Quantities of the Principal Staples of Traffic exported Inland from 
Calcutta during the month of May, 1895. 


Exports From Oaxcurta, 



























Cotton piece-goods, 
Buro- 
pean, |imaian, 


Cotton twist, 


Buro- 
pean. | Indian, 


No, eae 






Buneat, Singhbhum fy 
102,4 

given - + 2, 62,670, Total of Chota Nagpur .., 

Midnapore S| 20888 | 5 a8 | e, 10 | 4t'775] Grand Total of supplies into 

Hloogh ” 658 43,43 22, the Provinces under the 

61,300, Lieutenant-Governor of 


7,000| Orman Provinces, 

17,670] Assur ae nee te 
9,835] North-Western Provinces 
2, sod Oudh we ee 


8,605) Central Provinces *.. 
20,790) Rajputana and Central I 


wee 





















1,955 | Berar... a “ 
Bias finns ‘Porritory <.: 

185) Bom! wwe 
Tyee Madras a rey 
29,085] Pondicherry 4, 9 use 
15,085) Burma wo ote ee 

6,600, Sind ae nae weet 
2s Other places i, ewe 






28,823) 21,023 | 32,623 | 8,69,226) 2,10,7: 
20,025) 20,191 | 29,667 | 7,846,264) 1,85,580)| 14,721,584 


Grimd Total of Ex- f 1895 .., |1,15,84, 
ooo 41896 44, (105,28, 210) 





The Sea-borne Trade of Oaloutta in these Staples dw 
Prot y ral of P ring the month of May, 1895, 





Baas. 
IMPORTED INTO OALCUTTA— 

Patna 4 From Foreign Ports— 
BAyF bad - United Kingdom ae 
8 Other Foreign ports. 
Cham i 
Nivaarpur Total of Foreign Trade ... 

= wea tis 

hagalpur . = 
Maida ore fame CN 8 erm eT GO eed 

Parganas ... 


Total of Bihar ,,, | 91,40,821 





Grand Total of masa Eek 
ports in May —.,, C 18¥4., 






Balasore gee | 82,950 | serene * As per tariff declaration value, 


Howing Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Staples of Traffic exported from 
— Calcutta during the month of May, 1805. 


SPRCIFICATION OF RouTES, 


BravisticaL DeraxtMEnt, 
The 24th August, 1895. 











18th to 24th August 1895, 





151-2} 82 | 29603 | 82-7 | 895} 13-0 | 765 | 79°7 | 0976] 78:5 | 88 | WSWandcalm..| 51 





0°05 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
t, d. 


























1585} 5:0 | *593 | 83°0 | 91-4 | 17-4 | 74:0 | 801] -990] 789 | 88|WSWandcalm,.| 41! 0-65 Chiefly cloudy, 0, 
» Ds 
» {20th |1287) Nil) ‘G69 | 61-0) 84) 92 | 768 | 788| -956) 779] 90 |Calmand variable} 44| 1°81 | Cloudy, o, 8,4, p. 
* 
o» =| 2st [144-2] 3:5 ‘578 | 830 | 876 | 109 | 76:7 | 801 | +992] 79-0 | 88 | Calm and variable| 25 Nil | Chiefly cloudy, 0, 
5, | 22nd a, 19) BSL) BLT | 865 | 8B | 782) 796 | 987] 78% | 91 | Calm and variable| 12] 0-42 | Chiefly cloudy, », 
Pt 
| | 4 
| 2rd) 1535) 7-3) +591 | 88-4) 888) 102) 78-4] 801] +987] 788] 87 |ESEandcalm ...| 401 0-01 Partially cloudy, 
| o, a 
‘ 
fe * (a [150°2) 33} 602 | 835 | 877) 7:8 | 799) 80-4] +996} 79-1 | 87 ESE and calm... | 0-02 iay cloudy, o, 
; | 1d. 
a a = 
® ; Inches, 
ie The mean pressure of the seven days... ies tos asa 29-588 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office igo eae sb os tee 29°596 
Hours. 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine re eee tee 23°6 
é The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine cee bas 89-4 
> ° 
The mean temperature of the seven days soe oo ses 82°6 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor. 
Generai’s Office ade see ste tee oo 83-2 
‘The extreme variation of temperature... sev . tee 17-4 
‘The maximum temperature ... eee see ses eee 914 
Miles, 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour soi a re 12 
° 
if 
bs ‘The mean relative humidity ... ate <i. on tee 88 
; The average relative humidity of the corresponding period tor 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office eee ss aes ose 87 
Inches. 
The total fall of rain from 18th to 24th August 1895 vee tee 296 
" The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
tr Office ee ay: es soe oe 3:18 
The total fall from Ist January to 24th August 1895 81:10 


‘The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Othce toe son at ‘ eee 46-06 

The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and ‘Chermograph. 
_..... The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
© thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed ana vorified at the 
re Observatory. ‘hey are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four feet 
above the ground, 
| The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No, 86 
| formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 
if The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 
| the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
| The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph. 
| The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground, 


9, overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; t, thunder, 


a 


’ 





gRoLoGicAL Orricx, Govr. or Inpia; J. H. Guumanp, 
- Caleutta, the 26th August 1895, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
ri 1 
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20°604 athe} —"034 | Variable 
20°15 | 20°582 | —"027 | Clam 
29°589 | 20°584| —010| ESE 
20°569 | 20°584 | —089 Sly 
29°604 | 29°84 | —'040 | Variable 


29°501 | 29°580 | —"026 | Onlm 
29°14 | 20°501 | —"035 BE 
29374 | 29°016 | —031| ENE 
22°88) - — "046 NE 
yao) — — | Variable 











Dinajpur « «+ | Dinajpur ,.. 
Jalpaiguri «| Jalpaiguri ... 
Darjeeling .., 









Darjeeling ~{ 


Kuch Bihar a uw 





29°620 | 29°607 | —"047 Ely 





29°576 | 29°589 | —"0z1 SE 
29°586 | 20°58 | —047 | Calm 
20°624 | 20°598 | —048 | ESE 
29°594 | 20°604 | —040 | SEly 
29°611 | 20°605 | —*038 be = & 
20°636 | 20°504 | —"026 | Calm 
29°618 | 29°602 | —*050 8 











Narayanganj 
Mymensingh 
Faridpur ... 








Comilla .,, 
Noakhali Nokhali .. 
Chittagong 
South Lushai Hills... 
Patna ane 


Gaya wees 


29°578 | 20°613 | —"075 8E 






29°445 | 20°58] | —"028 w 


















29°27 | 20°579 | —"006 | WSW 
20°443 | 20°587 | +004 w 


29°393 | 20°674 | —"0s2 | Calm 


29°68 | 20°087 | —"0383) NEly 
t t : SE 
29°14) | 29°583 | —"008 SEly 
ves | 20°559 | 20°82 | —027 | Calm & 
29°619 | 29°982 | —os1 | Why’ 
vo» | 29°088 ' 29°590 | —003 | Calm 
wae | 29°35 | 20°007)  — Calm 
we | 29°631 | 20°502 - NNW 
27°657 | 29°608 | —007) Wy 


& 8 


8&8 


90°2 
os 
93'S 
ny 
92°5 


87'8 
89'S 
894 





877 
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oe 
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907 
916 







































wth 
ath 
wth =. | 179 
wth , | Ts 
ath | 758 
eth 708 
ath =, | 166 
goth =, | 52 
16'3 
and ,, ? 
703 
22nd, 760 
76°6 
aust, | 749 
15°2 
15 
12 
at =, | 767 
ee, | 780 
ast, | | 763 
20th =, | 782 
18% ,, | 162 
2th 4 
20th =, 
18, 20 &, 
ae, 


18421,, 
18th 4, 
Weée2,, 
21222,, 
18 & 20,, 
rd, 
22 & 23 ,, 
e 
rd, 
3&2, 
8rd, 
Brd 
2rd 
9422,, 
1sth 
Mth ,, 
Brd 4, 
“th ,, 
ast, 
wth =, 





862 
864 
a6" 
848 
857 


887 
9 
90°8 
0'4 


904 
88°0 


869 


89°0 
88'1 


89°3 
80°4 
86°6 


§ 
3333323233323 
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79°0 


72 
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33 3:5.-.3.3 
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: soe 
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i Since 1st of snonth, Since 16th May 1895, | Dirinae 
Hw fault 
Ea wide) Ws 
805 | OOS 1002 | —3°30 | 25°67 33-00 133 }Brawan, * ¥ 
200 | 4°02 | 678 1008 | —325 | 27°82 80°00 —s4s | Birbhum, é 
3°00 44s | O°O4 11°43 | —479| 30°62 8773 | = —7"11 | Bankura, 
3°00 349 | 6-36 1087 | —so1 | 2611 sass | —11°22 | Midnapore, naa 
4°33 386 | 7°84 1105 | —S21} 24°06 35°04 | —11°88 | Hooghly, 
4°50 403 | 785 10°23 | —2°34 | 23°46 35°05 | —19"19 | Howrah. P 
$17 408 | 7°61 10°87 | —3'36 | 26°73 30° —10°21 | 4-Parganas, 
soo | 4:30 | 10°36 106 | 070} 2781| 3710 | —929| Osloutta, ; 
2°80 B36 | O53 972 | —3'19 | 23°80 33°49 —9'69 | Nadia. 
3°87 340 | 5°60 9°01 | —3°35 | 21°02 35°70 | —14°63 | Murshidabad, 
a2 |. oa7 | 79 970 | eer | 2722 3528 | —8'06 | Jessore, % 
8°00 3°89 8'41 10°15 | —174] 301d 30°70 —9-56 | Khulna, 
200 3°34 | 64S 805 | —1'62 | 28°52 34°89 —6'37 | Bajshahi, > 
+00 345 | 10°59 884 | 41°75 | 35°79 3389 | —8'01 | Dinajpur, ~*~" # 
00 405 | 20°08 1916 | +9'83| 98°48 se42 | +1600 | Jalpaigari, “ 
625 612 | 32°01 21°85 | +1016 eo { aconting | 
625 390 | 15°63 15°66 | +007 | 8888 74°86 | +1402 | Kuch Bihar, 
3°50 301 | 10°82 923 | +1'59 | 48°51 50°86 —2'35 | Rangpur, 
2°75 330 866 38°78 Bogra, 
3:00 325 | 8:0 920 | —o's9 | 27°98 34°00 —6'98 | Pabna, 
379 10°36 41°98 Dacca, 5 a 
4°00 3°93 | 1428 10°46 | +3°82 46°56 Mymensingh, 
333 366 968 38°68 Faridpur, 
4°00 450 | 119 ise. | 142 | 34°28 5403 | —19°75 | Backergunge, 
425 4°02 | 11°45 13°78 | —2°33 48°61 ‘Tippera, 
5°00 #91 | 19°07 20°58 | —1'61 | 63°67 76°53 | —12°86 | Noakhali, 
3°50 393 | 148s 19°05 | —S'10 | 62°72 86°60 —22'78 | Chittagong, 
1°00 515 | 13°30 1526 | —1°96 | 48°12 58°03 —9'01 | South Lushai Hills, \ 
3°25 2°88 | 1101 798 | +3°03 | 27°88 28°13 —0'25 | Patna, 
3°33 2°95 | ols 9°36 | One | 26°30 29°03 —273 | Gaya, 
ee ses) 75 
+11} Sel} 83 0°80 S06 | 900 soa | +017 26°96 Shahabad. 
+02) siz) 87 t 
+03] sis] 83 933 249 |s1161 Ta | +436 ames Saran, 
=—14| 8s] 9 5°00 gat | 11°35 926 |, 42°29 | 40°83 3072) +971 | Champaran, 
; cc soo | 98 367 avs | 9-79 76 | 4293 28°20 Muzaffarpur. sd 
e—10| 87) 92 407 266 | 13°46 779 | +5°¢7 | 30°31 28°05 +1°36 | Darbhanga. "| 
2-07 323 | gos 8:99 | 40-05 | 28°02 29°45, 143 | Monghyr. 
88 3°00 329 | 10°97 815 | 42°49 3019 Bhagalpur, Lp 
90 37 sui | 13-47 sz | +215 43°36 Purnea, 
92 $50 39 | 10°37 $89 | +145 | 29°00 30°83 —6'33 | Malda. 
83 3°00 sit | 819 951 | —1-32 | 27°62 400 —6'38 | Sonthal Parganas. 
8 s79 9°06 82°96 Jour, 
85 
85 sor 9°43, 33 92 Balasore, “ 
86 876 897 31°89 pra 3 
80 * 
85 +36 11°00 3HOL Hasaribegh, 
83 100 aan | 10°21 18 | —1°60 | 85°45 35:03 —0'48 | Lohardsga, 5 
3°00 9°08 20°18 Palamau. 4 
300 41s | 047 10°50 | —s°03 | 25°04 85°06 —712 | Manbhun © : 
5°00 3°80 | 7°08 11s | 4°06 | Savas 36°03 —#4e | Singhbhum 
Sibsagar. ¥ 








Rirbhom .,, 


Bankura... 


24. Pargucas,,, 








i nis H Morshidabad 
E | 


Jesxore 


4 
Khulna, 
Rajshahi ,., 
Dinajpur_,, 


Jalpaigari .., 


itish Bhutan 


x talp 
‘otalpur 
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Raipur 
Somamukhé oo 


Contai 

qiaiuk ow 
napore oe 
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Panskura 
Dantoon .., 


| Meherpur 
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Kandi <0 
porhan pore 


Raiganj 
Dinajpur 
Balughat  , 
Thakurgaon 
Jalpaiguri .., 
alipore Dooar 





Kuch Bihar... 


Katwa 
Ran! 
Mankur 
Ruri oo 
Hetampur ... 
Rampur Hat 
Bolpur on 
Murari ws 
rw 


Bankura w» 
Vishnupur ... 
Maliara 
Khatra 


Kukrahati ... 
Garhbeta ,,, 





Serampore woe 
Jahaabad 


Howrah ... 


Mohesreka .., 
Ulubaria 
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‘SUMMARY OF THE MergOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS — 





TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVA- 
TIONS TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 a.w., SATURDAY, 
THE 24ra OF AUGUST 1895. 


Dourine the previous weok a depression had moved from the north-west of the Bay over 

Chota Nagpur and then towards the north-east, when it became diffused and almost disap- 

jared. é; 

4 At the beginning of the present week it was still in existence though faint, and caused 
rather lower barometric readings in North Bengal and Assam than in other parts. In Orissa, 
Chota Nagpur and the west of Bihar, there was excess of about ‘03 inch, and in the north- 
east defect of ‘06 inch, differences which resulted in a uniform distribution and calm weather 
everywhere, Though winds were light the general tendency of the air movement was towards 
the east, bat in Lower and Central Bengal the interaction of the light variable winds gave 
rise to local storms and a considerable amount of irregular rainfall. 

Pressure on the 18th was rising slowly in the north of the Province and falling in the 
south and over the Bay, so that the distribution was becoming more normal. The changes 
on the 19th were very small at inland stations but in the same direction as those of the day 
before, while in the south of Burma a brisk fall give riso to a slight depression over that 
area. Irregular changes followed, and from being low in the north east of Bengal, pressure 
became lowest first in the west of Bihar and afterwards in Ohota Nagpur and Orissa. As 
this change in the pressure distribution was developing the wind system also changed from 
being westerly in all districts to easterly, excopt in Orissa, Chota Nagpur and the west of 
Bihar, where directions continued westerly till towards the end of the week. Onthe 20th 
and 21st while the above change was going on, rainfall became very scanty, but as the 
easterly winds became general in Lower Bengal, rainfall again set in, generally as passing 
showers and contigued till the end of the week. 

The low pressure area which was over Burma and the east of the Bay on the 19th 
became more diffused on the 20th, when a moderate to brisk fall of pressure prevailed over 
Bengal and the north of the Bay. It became almost imperceptible on the two following 
days owing to a steady slow rise, but on the 23rd there was a shallow though well defined 
depression over the north-west angle of the Bay and the adjacent land areas. The develop- 
ment was largely due to the rising pressure in the north of the province, because the changes 
in the north of the Bay, though downwards, were very small. On this day the difference 
from the normal varied from excess of ‘04 inch in the west of Bihar to defect of *04 inch 
in Orissa. Slow changes of pressure followed, and the depression moved slowly towards the 
west coast without deepening. Being very shallow it was attended by cloudy showery weather, 
but it caused nothing in the way of stormy weather. . 

The week has, therefore, been one of practically settled weather throughout, Rainfall 
has been general, at first more in the north of the province, but towards the end of the week 
chiefly in the southern districts, except on the 23rd, when local storms and heavy showers 
prevailed in Bihar, 

Pressure has changed by small amounts only and has rarely differed from the normal by 
more than ‘05 inch. Owing to the shallow depression in the north of the province at the 
beginning of the week and to one of similar depth in the north of the Bay at the end, mean 
readings are generally below the normal by small amounts. 

Temparature.—At the beginning of the week temperature was below the normal by 
considerable amounts, except in Orissa, where there was excess of 2°. A rapid rise followed, 
and by the 20th there was excess of 2° to 4° in all districts, except Assam, where there was 
still a considerable defect. As local storms were rather numerous during the latter part of 
the week, changes of temperature were more irregular, but it remained high in most parts, 
except in‘North Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, where there was occasional defect. Means for the 
larger divisions are above the normal by variable amounts, except in Assam, Excess is 1°7 


_ in Ohota Nagpur, 1° in South-West Bengal, 0°6 in Orissa and slight in the others. 


Rainfall—Showery weather has prevailed almost throughout the week, but as the rainfall 
was due more to local disturbances than to a steady monsoon, falls are irregular in amount, 
North Bengal and Bihar have received more than their normal quantities, excess in the 
former being more than one_inch and in the latter a quarter of an inch. In the other 
districts there has been defect, of ‘59 inch in Hast Bengal, ‘84 in South-West Bengal, 1:07 
Echt in orem and 2°26 inches in Chota Nagpur, where the average fall was very little 
over 1 inch, 











@ | Of highest of each day., 


North Bengal .. 4. | 91'2| 75° | 879 
Bast Benga) ow ow | 80°7 | 146 | 861 
- Bibar on oe | 98'S] 74°D | 80'S 
Orista ow o2'2| 75°2 | see 
Chota Nagpur ... oe | 98'4*| 71°9%) 87°21") 
Assam ow woe | 98° | 74° | BOS 


ince 1st te 
a month, er ae 





Rainy deys, 






Hel 
ve) 6°97 | 10°23. 


0°15, 12°44 | 12°86 


v0 vm) om 


112 10°25 | 9°27 
—1'37| 7°82 | 10°80 





Normal averag - 
ber in week, nag 








at2z 















* Daltonganj not included, 


Mereorovocicst Orricz, Benea, | 
The 27th August 1895. 


CO. Lirrtz, 


Of. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 18th to 24th August 1895, 





The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days 


The mean temperature of the seven days 
The extreme variation of temperature 
The maximum temperature 


The mean 10 a.u. relative humidity of the seven days 
The total fall of rain from 18th to 24th August 1895 





Hyanomerry, 


Humidity at 10 


Inches, 
3°33 
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The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 


Merroro.ocicat Orrice, Invi, 
The 26th August 1895. 


J. H. Grumanp, 
For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. 
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ae Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways, = 
PhS . aR meigelreitaaata. 
BAST INDIAN RAILWAY. ines 
Approsimate Return of Traffic for the weok ended V7th August 1895, om 1,686'39 miler open, a 
ae Ee for ewok ede 10h du 1086 om 10005 


Cokie raavero, | |MzACHaxD usm ax Mixnuar TRAYPIC TRAIN-MILES RUM 


oats Ed ome | | ao 








7 Rs. ar. Moes.| Rs, 4. v| ks. a, p, Be, a. P. 
for ‘ 2,62, 55; 12,521 
Sefermietieares =| man | ama g cere) sd a 2) aa =i a 
RE eesti — vee 17,77,075_1_0 80,80,625. 6 ills | 40,083,707 1 20,817 | 1,081,001 
Total for 6? weoks —_,., Tse |e +9 | wm ae ima oe 742,898 | 1,976,790 
ComPaRtsor, 
Total Corresponding week 
pot 4 FO oe 209,708% | 9,51,504 1 8 A14,002 2 8} 17,007 13 1] 9,43,566 1 75896 | 100,888 | 75,679 
recor prev far hei in 2.10 47 861060] 46 as gl... ee aS ae 
i tweaks of pees louvers 2,027,900 | 19,387,008 7 1 Louse 0 57,7044 0 2) 1,20,985 & 6) 58,27,798 4 9 s90,017 782,489 1981406 2 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trajfic for the week ended 17th August 1895, on 22:23 miles open. 





Ooacuine Trarric, Muncaixpiss Ax MINERAL 


z Otherearnin 
oR Nambor of ‘ 
ves pamneneote, | Receipts, |Woightoarried.| Beceipte, 


Re. ar.) = Mos. 8, Rs. a. P. Rs. A. P, Re. a. P. 
u 
0 00 16512 0] 4 
SHS) meee) EES] BS 8) seas] oe] | am 
29,416 1 0 81,902 80] 1,847 8 0 710 0! 90,884 4 0 6,700 418 | 78 
ap nth chadl em 
80 0 0 0 00 7,841 405 
ae 80 33,082 0} 1,400 385,000 Cah 
4418 6 9 6.229 20] 295 14 0 18180) 473 0 9| 3,89 49} 1,188 bay 
10812 2 ian, 1213 9 os 6 29°75] san oes pe? - 
82.999 4 6 47,015 30 2,065 12 0 % 70! S4903 4 6 8,059 304 845 ee 
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‘ EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
beet (Lxotvpine N. B., Dacoa, K.-D., AND Assam-Braar Sxctions.) 
.” Approcimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the woek ended WIth August 1896, on 618 miles open: 


” ot 











Concurso Taaxsxo, | MBOMANDISN 5D MINERAL | oo sarnings PRAYIIC TRAIN-MILRS RUN. 

= | (inelnding | Total earnings. = — 
per of | Coachi : jerchans 

‘Number of | Coushlon |weighteartied.| Receipts. Coaching. | Meqahee” | otal 













Re, a.P. 
sak es Retreats Ree car eam 


Re. a. Pe ‘Mos. 8. Re. a. P. Bs. 4. P. 


a the Week ww 63,450 0! 210,200 0 0| 8480 0 0 
| gpeatvamst ¢| ome | est) oar r a) ae 
iE * Sear een mm | 2,000,060 | a74sso 0 0|| 400,400 0 | 626,170 0 0 si,e20 0 0 |11,01,980 0 0| 174918 | 143,020 | 817,077 
lee eg ——— | re cee | meme eae — = | S|; —— — 
E otal tor 1 weeks”... | a:2ms,e00 | 6,40,a00 © 0 | 06,18,700 0 | 8,88,810 0 0) @0,100 0 0) M44L.TH0 0 0 203,673 | 179,209 | 888,788 


= CoMPARISON. 
; 4 corresponding week 
ORT vee vee ae 151,069 64,739 0 0 6,099,051 0 | 1,88,203 0 0 7,050 0 0| 2,65,002 0 0). 29,426 85,004 65,420 
Per mile of ‘correspond- ‘ ‘: 
week 186 8 0 0 1,107 0 225 00 100 ge 0 0 aetene seeeee ence 


year « 
to corresponding date of 
Previous year. ve = vw | 1,207,077 | 5,17,978 0 0 |  80,75,008 0| 9,183,470 0 0] 5,818 0 0 15,24,006 0 0} 205,712 204,470 | 410,182 
* Excluding steamer earnings. 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended ith August 1895, on 126 miles open. 











7% 0 0 6211 0 0 2158 “1,223 
100 m0 0 woven one 
1,185 0 0 48,528 0 0 15,026 70 


























* 
- 74 BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.° 
(Ixciuprs Tas Tizuvr Stare Rarrway.) 
Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ending 17th August 1896 on 766 miles open. 
*” 
Coscurme Taavzro, |MBBONANDIONAND MINERAL) igs TRAvPIC TRAIN-MILYS BUX, 
Kh CSREES Tee tothe), ‘Total oa 
hm Receipts. Meighs. Receipts, | stoam-voat | Goaching. | Megghan- | otal, 
Tome) erafic for the week on 756 nig ey / es 
ran mito ofaitwi a waif. fee Se Sitoee 10°68 bd 
year ete ae 585,680 | 2,209,050 16,06,440 4,95,150 
‘Total tor 6) weeks | 645,510 | 2,62,280 75,20,890 ae 
ss Companteon. 
‘Total for 
7, AP pad bao 20,631 36,319 8,02,831 
Bed of corresponding ae in. 
to corresponding date of . ce ae i 
FORE sete ame 698,163 2,509,861 28,96,712 
(a) ‘There was an abnormal wheat and grain traffic from the Punjab in the corresponding season of last year, 
DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. _ 
8. A Pe 
Approximate ings for the week ending 10th August 1895 pee, w. 10,971 U0 O 
Crreeptuting perice. of 1894 one tos a oe we 10,808 0 0 
Increase oe o ove soe oo nes 163.0 0 
Receipts mile for the week ending 10th A t 1895... oe ove 216 111 
Conrespucating period of 1894 = og 100 vee ove 211 14 11 
Increase eos we wee 108 ok pa $8 0 : 
Receipts from 1st July to 10th August 1896... on ae «. 68,708 0 0 
Corresponding alent of 1894 as aoe ows ave ws» 68,262 0 0 
: Tnorease F-} re ve om te ww 441 0-0 






3 Y Printing plished by the Book Devét, of the Bengal Secretariat, Wniters’ Buildings, in the 
r ages ara ia _ at P City-of Calcutta, 28th anal 1896, . 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
OF THE BURDWAN DIVISION FOR THE YEAR 1894.95, 








GENERAL DEPARTMENT—MISCELLANEOUS—No. 224T.G. 
Darjeeling, the 29th August 1895, 
RESOLUTION, 


Tue Lieutenant-Governor directs the publication of the Commissioner's 
Report on the General Administration of the Burdwan Division for the year 
1894-95, for general information, 

2. The Officiating Commissioner, Mr, Bourdillon, has summed up in his 
closing paragraph the most important questions which have come under the 
attention.of the officers of the Division during the year. In addition to these 
the Lieutenant-Governor desires to draw special attention to Mr. Bourdillon’s 
remarks in paragraphs 82, 113 and 134, on the Ghatwali Settlement, para- 
graphs 105-109, on the character and conduct of the Reeoular Police, and in 
Cacia 127 on the imperfection of the register of holdings in Khas 

ahals, 

3. The statements in Appcndix B, showing the up and down imports and 
exports by rail of the Burdwan, Birbhum and Hooghly districts, are based on 
information supplied for the first time by the East Indian Railway Company, 
and have been compiled on a new system. It probably reached the Commis- 
sioner too late for the statistics to be utilised in the report. This information 
will henceforth be supplied for every railway station in the Province, and, 
combined with the registration of boat traffic, it will enable District Officers to 
form an accurate idea of the internal trade of the country. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


C. E. BUCKLAND, 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengai. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THH BURDWAN 
DIVISION FOR 1894-95. 


- 


3 No. 190J.G., dated Burdwan, the 16th July 1895. 
“From—J. A. Bourpriton, Esa., Offg. Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, 
“To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department. 
I nave the honour to submit the Annual General Administration Report 
of the Burdwan Division for the year 1894-95. 
ti 2. The district reports were received in this office on the dates noted 
ow :— 


Burdwan ~ ... Slst May 1895. Midnapore ... 8rd June 1895. 
Birbhum .. 8rd June ,, Hooghly -..» 30th May ,, 
Bankura OF: IS a Howrah «Ist June ,,. 


The reports, however, were generally incomplete, and further information 
had to be called for, which has not yet been received in all cases. Many of the 
appendices to the district reports were badly prepared, and more than 30 
letters calling for explanation or for further information had to be addressed to 
district officers. I mention these facts rather in explanation of the delay which 
has occurred in submitting this report than as a complaint against the hard- 
worked district officers of this division. 

5 3. he following paragraphs discuss the prescribed subjects in the usual 
order. 


IL—CHARGE. * 


4. Mr. Power was in ay pe ren division up to the middle of April 

a myn , when he retired from the service, and was 

(e}-Charge.of the nA a _ succeeded by Mr. Romesh Chandra Dutt, c.1.z., 

who officiated as Commissioner throughout the remainder of the year. I took 
over charge from the latter on the 8th April 1895. 

5. “The subjoined tables give details of the changes which occurred among 

b,c) Charge of districts and the district and subdivisional officers during the 
















subdivisions. year under report :— 
Psniop or Incumsency. 
Drsrarer. Name of Officer 
From To 
1 2 | 8 | 4 
Mr. R.C. Dutt — ... we | Ist April «.. | 14th April 1894. 
Burdwan ee » W.AHL. Vincent .,. + | 16th April ... | 4th December 1994... 
4 » J. Inglis bf ... | 5th December 1894 .,, | 81st March 1895. 
E.F.G Ist April 1894 | 8th November 1894. 
” gait | 11th December 1894 ... | 17th March 1896. 
Birbhum » J. H. Temple... .. | 9th November .». | 10th December 1894, 
» E.G. Drake-Brockman _.., | 18th March «.. | Slet March 1896. 
» R. Cornish oor | 1st April 1894 .». | 27th February 1895. 
Bavkura { )) W.HL Vincent “| egth February —... | Sst. March 1896. 
(ie D.B. All Ist April | 7th December 1894. 
Midnapore nf SS Ber RMD oe 2ud January ws | 81st March 1895. 
, C,H. Bompas ... ... | &th December 1894... | 1st January 1895. 
* . 
oad FB. W. Duk Ist April «. | 24th September 189 
Hooghly { Rene nee yt “* {| Qurd October 1894 .., | 81st March 1895. 
: “U B.G: Drake-Brockman __,,. | 26th September w+», | 22nd October 1894, 
ae t Ist April | 80th April 1894. 
etal : _» GA, Grierson ... oe 7th Janua "| gist March 1895. 
Set of » E.W. Collin... «. | Ist May 1 «| 6th January 1895. 








s “Mr. J. B. Webster bie) Lose 

Babu Gopal, ow | 17 
. Fa Boe ere h wookitiee vue | Ua 
" Bashi Bhusan Dutt =. 

» Banku Bihari Singh 1 
ced | Me RB. FP, Ainslie we wee { 
{,, ofa Orn vir (Junior) eee 
Fa re a ee “| awe 





SS Wat Biswas 


It will be seen from the above that in no district in the division did the 
same officer hold charge throughout the year, and that the same remark dpplies 
to all the subdivisions except three. 


IL—TOURS AND INSPECTION OF OFFICES. ; 
_. 6. Mr, Dutt, who wos in charge of the division almost. throughout the 
yoir, ‘has left the following note of his tours and inspections of offices 

“JT was ‘out on totir for 119 days, not including the days that 1, was .in 

LA ten cieh ree Calcutta to attend mieetihgs of the Bengal Council, 
@Gauteides of and the more frequent meetings of Select Com- 

j mittees in February and March last. All the dis- 
tricts were fully inspected. 

“In July I visited Bankuta district.and the subdivision of Vishnupur. 
Tiinspeoted, the offices at both places and the Munigipality of Vishnupur, and 

aid special.attention to the question of settling ghatwali lands, which has been 
before foremanent 2 one form or anphes, sine, pany year past. The action 
which, has, been taken..in, this. matter forms, the subject. of separate. corre- 
spondence, and will be felts alluded, to in this, re af a er oF head of Poliée. 
T also paid particular attention, to the, working of the Certificate ‘Act ail toe 
road cess revaluation work, whic is.ApPIORE hing completion in this distritt. I 
discovered that the Revaluation Deputy Collector had, wider a misinterpretati¢n 
of. the law, committed serious mistakes in treating ordinary raiyats as “tenure- 
holders for the purpose of the assessment. The matter was referred to the Board 
of Revenue, and the mistakes are now under correction. The subject will be 
referred to under the head of Land Revenue Administration in, this report. 

‘In August I inspected Howrah district, visited the worst portions of the 
Municipality of Howrah in company with the Magistrate, and inspected Bally 
Municipality. Ihad a talk with the Municipal. Commissioners of Bally about 
the_sanitarycondition of the town, and found them willing to introduce the 
sanitary provisions of the law into the whole of the town, which has since 

one: - . 


“In, ‘Septerhber I went to Hooghly, and inspected “all the offices of “that 
QI in Pk phy Pe 

distriet mh Hooghly-Chinsura Lecicinsins and ‘L.ulso inspected Uttar- 
peta, sid. Bey ‘Municipalities in.this district. During my inspections I 
specially,.enquired into the Dankuni draitiage assessment, and had a conference 
with the Collector and the Drainage Deputy ‘Collector on the ‘subject. J also 
looked specially into the road cess revaluation work, which has been completed 
in this district.. Petty:rent-free tenures above the annual value of Rs. 16 ‘have 
not ges imporporate With the parent estates in this district. The subject has 
been. brought, to the notice of the Board of Revenue, and will be referred to 
further on. Before leaving Hoo hly I paid a wast tothe mealinin Municipality... 

woffIn, ‘October, after the expiration of the Puja holidays, I inspected. , 

Municipality of Howrah, and then visited and inspected Ulubaria subdivision 
in Howrah district. From Ulubaria I went up the Rajapur canal -as far “as 
Seddeswar to see the drained area. The crops were excellent. ; 
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Midna inspected that at Pager 
+e vi 7 1. ie urt * 
Wards’ Department required and teceived me 8 special attention in this 
district, The road Gess revaluation work, which spbtobching completion, 
algo ‘required my atterition, as the same mistakes as I had found in Bankura had 
been sd here, and had not been ‘corrected ‘after I had pointed them 
out, And both at Midnapore and at Contai I dnquired into the work of the 
certificate offices and the establishments required. “The work is very ‘heavy . 
in Contai, owing to the ma@nagenvent of the Majnanratha estate being in our 
lands. There is ‘no’ provision for having transfers of holdings promptly recorded 
in our ‘bovks, ‘our registers therefore are’to some extent obsolete, and ‘this ' 
adds to the work ‘of the Certificate Department. shen 
“In January I had a conferonee at Howrah‘about the settlement of ghatwali 
lands in Bankura, disposed: of ‘an ‘appeal ‘against ‘the settlement proceedings 
by Raja ‘Sir ‘Sourendra Mohan Tegore, and reported to His Honour 
the List or ‘the ‘vo ion df work im reference ‘to one ‘of the 
ghfts. I then proceeded to Birbhum district, inspected the district offices, 
dud paid a visit to Hetumpur and Dubrajpur, where there are a thana and 
a witinsifi. I hada talk with the Chairman of the Suri Municipality about 


. the Sanitary arrangements of the town and ‘about the revised assessment. 





The road cess revaluation work has lately been ‘completed in’ this district, 
dnd the certifivate work ‘is: not heavy. 

“In February I inspected ‘the offices of Burdwan ‘district, and specially 
ériqdired into the road ‘cess :revaluation work, Which is nearly completed here, 
and itito'the working’of the PublicDemands Recovery Act. 

“In March I concluded ‘my “tours by paying another visit to Hooghly and 
inspecting the subdivisions of Serarnpore, Rampur Hat, and Raniganj.”’ 

%. The details of tours made by the district :officers have beeu tabulated 

("Tours of Collectors, in the subjoined statement :— 











30th April owele =a wee Lore | ow 
fea rut January 
to March 1895, 
“1804 to 6th 


(a) Including 39 days in June and in September to November 18%4, 
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: ae 4 4 ¥ F fs peta. .* 
_ 8 All the district officers spent the prescribed : ‘ 
_ 9 Mr. Vincent inspected all the subdivisional offices phe her i 


Be Bid urdwan. His tour was principally confined to 
wt Raniganj subdivision and to the western aes 
of the Sadar subdivision. He inspected the police stations and outposts, sub- ‘. 
registry offices, schools, factories, cooly depdts, collieries, dispensaries, district 
and village roads, pounds, and excise shops. He also enquired into the state 

sand prospects of crops, the.condition of the people, and the registration of vital 
statistics. Mr. Inglis began his tour in January by visiting that part of the 
district which lies between the Hooghly district and the railway line, as well as 
the subdivisions of Kalna and Katwa. At the end of February he went to 
Jamalpur in order to reach Rayna, which police station had not been inspected 
for some years, During his tours he inspected the subdivisional offices-at Kalna ms 
and Katwa and the Local Board and Municipal offices in those subdivisions; 
police stations, sub-registry offices, schools, and pounds likewise received his 
attention, He also made a point of attending chaukidari parades and instruct- 
ing and questioning the men on parade. 

- 10. Mr, Growse has summarized his tour in the following words :—‘ I have 
inspected every thana and outpost in the district, 
most of them twice, I have been: over nearly all 
the principal roads, and recorded long notes about most of them. I have given 
special attention to panchayets’ accounts and chaukidari matters generally, as it 
is of great importance to make a good start and to get the panchayets into good 
habits now that Act VI (B.C.) of 1820 is being systematically introduced. Ihave 
spoken to people of all classes as often as possible, and may say that on the 
whole the district had had a prosperous year, with good crops and with no 
occurrence sufficiently important to make history.” 

11. Mr, Cornish, Magistrate of Bankura, visited all parts of the district, 

nit inspecting the Court of Wards’ office at Maliara 

eis: registration offices, municipal offices, schools, and 

patshalas, excise shops, roads, and pounds. He also paid special attention to 

the punctual payment of wages to the chaukidars and to the accounts kept by 
panchayets. 

12. Mr. Allen, Magistrate of Midnapore, visited the different parts: of 
his district, inspecting thanas, municipal offices, 
and the offices of the Sraaaser under the Court of 
Wards. The duty of giving a practical training in settlement work to the two 
assistants, Messrs. Walmsley and Platel, was also properly attended to. Mr. 
Bompas, who acted for a short time during Mr. Allen’s absence, made a useful 
tour. He inspected many registration offices, pounds, police outposts, and excise 
shops, made enquiries about village unions and chaukidari matters, supervised 
crop experiments, and recorded his remarks in a very full and interesting diary. 

13. Mr. Duke’s tour was distributed throughout the year. He visited all 
the rural thanas, outposts, and registration offices, 
and almost all the dispensaries in his district, 
Roads, schools, and the principal khas mahals also received a proper share of 
his attention. His inspections were in all cases marked by a thoroughness 
which is the distinguishing characteristic of his work. He could not inspect 
all the Np pe offices, owing, it is explained, to much pressure of 
towards the end of March, caused by his preparations for leaving the district 
on furlough. 

14. Mr, Collin, who was in pone of = district of Howrah for over eight 

months, spent only 29 days in camp, principally in 

Sede eee the south of the aleteict, Mr, Qidbeta rejoined: the 
district early in January, and found that more than half the required amount 
of camping still remained to be done. Mr. Grierson writes: —“ Under ordinary 
circumstances this would have been easy, but owing to my eight months’ 
absence there were several important subjects of which I led to pick up the 
threads, or which had been left over by my docum tenens for my decision, 
I thus found it se tel to do more than 10 days in January and 20 
days in February. Owing to the numerous demands of the municipality upo 
nie, it is very diflicult to get away from head-quarters for more than a bow 
days at a time,” ; 


Birbhum. 


Midnapore, 


Hooghly. 





-Grierson’s tour was principally in the north of the district, but he and 
_-Mr, Collin between them inspected all the registration offices, district roads, 
_ and police stations, as well as some of the outposts, several factories, many Bh: 

schools and patshalas, and excise shops. Mr. Grierson remarks that the repres- ‘ 
sion of crime and the conduct of the police and chaukidars absorbed a con- 




























































































* siderable share of his enquiries. 4 
. tse 7 = 
(c) Tours “of — subdivisional 15. The following statement shows the num- ie 
officers. ber of days spent by the subdivisional offi¢ers 
on tour :— 
. 4 Nombre oy Days sPENtT oN Tour In— 
Disrmicr. | Subdivision, | Name of Subdivisional Period of inoumbency. 
1 | 2 8 ‘ . | °| 7| 8 
Mr. J. B. Webster t April h Ma; | 
r. J, E. Wel oe «| 18 to 16¢! 1804, 
esti 4 wna iia fh May 1904, 1| 6/25} 17/23/18] 2 
Babu Goma) Chunder  Mook-| 17th to 30th May 1894 .., 
6 . 
Kalna ve] 9 Mahendra Nath Mook-| 1st April 1804 to Sist March me 
Burdwan... 0 ee 4a Apel Mare! 6 12} 14/17) 14} 10 
| . y Sashi Bhosan Dott ...| Ist April 1894 to 12th March | .., 3} 3] 6). ] 14] 10] 12 
Katwa { » Banku Bihari Singh... | 13th to Sist March 1805 | | ae | ace | ane Pa 13 
» Atul Ohandra Dutt ...| 6th to 17th December 1895 ...) 0 |. | we | u oa 
Mr. EB. F, Ainslie “owe 2a Apiedl to 108 Qoioten 1005, Pane ety p-ae eae no ae 
hum a. names ns a ie) Decems “- 
» J. Craven (Junior) ce th Decem- | , oa 
Vishnupur Babu Rajendra Nath Ghosh... | 1st April to 3ist March 1895 
' 
Contai oo ” Angee) Beco Bhatta- Ditto ditto 9/19; 8/11) 6/10] @ 
| Jeo. 
f »» Kedar Nath Bi ww» | Ist to 26th April 1894 ses | soe | ose | ove | ose | one | oe | coe an 
Midnapore ,..4|Tamluk sf : Fianda Lal Bagot s sith Api ao Sist Maroh |“ 3) i3 | 35) a3) 6) | ai 
th Dutta _ .,| Ist April to 16th July 1894 ... sy ae fe 
UGhatai wwf] Sandra Nath Ghosh * vith dely teas to" SIvt March | 2 | a6 | 97 |.94 | a8 | is | iB 
Mr, F. N, Fischer .| Ist Aprilto 19th July 1894, 8/ 8) 18 | 24/%] 2 
' November 1804 
!'Serampore 4 ny eh ot head mene 
| » 8. C. Mookerjee .. set Suly to nd November 6] 4/1 
Hooghly : . 
Babu Narayan Chandra Sen | 1st April 1894 to and Febru- 7) GB) 10) 17 | 19 | os | one 
Tahanabad { P sy} 
» Surendra Nath Majum- February to Sist March}... |... 87 
dar. 1895. 
‘ i Chakravarti ...| 1st April to 14th May 1894... sas ean [cee [iste [hou fase cen sbg' | sea fs 
Howrah | Ulubaria ~. { Busi Chandra Ghosh w= | 13th, May 1806 Ay AC Bad ed ll < {ai | 6 | 83 | io | “S| 47 | 10 
16. All the subdivisional officers spent the prescribed number of days on 





tour, except the subdivisional officer of Katwa, Babu Sashi Bhusan Dutt, who 
was in charge of that subdivision almost throughout the year. He explains that 
his shortcomings were due to continued bad health. This is undoubtedly true, 
and cd anation may be accepted. f 
7. There is nothing deserving of special attention in the tour diaries 
of the subdivisional officers, who in moving through their subdivisions occup! 

themselves with the usual subjects, viz. roads, Cease chaukidari accounts, 
excise shops, schools, patshalas, crops, and the condition of the people. 















- 18. The ‘pico | tablo shows the various dates on which th 
) Tnpection of district offices Sioner and the various district officers ir 


district offices and treasuries :— 





Dares or Insprotion BY 













Covenan 
- Collector— 
28th September 1894. 
20th October 1894. 
22nd March 1895. 


August 1894, 





















: 1CRES— 
Diextror, OommIssionzrRr— Orr ) 
Of office. | Of treasury. Of office. | Of treasury. 
oe! Rea R 
1 | 2 8 | 4 | 5 
. Pak Meter 188 80th | 2ad October 1894. 
Bard: eo | 21st Feb: to ait ‘ebrua: cto! 894. 
. aad ist March 1 95, | 189) xf P| to Ast| 8lst March 1896. * 
seit on Pere ty 1894 | 2nd May 1894. 
Birbhum . | 29th January 1896 | 28th January 1896 { —. March — and | 30th September 1894. 
» ‘ollowing days 
. 2nd + | Tth N . 
Beskurn —...| 17th July 1804... | 18thand 14th July {ee oot tess eee eee 
el » {tee is and Septem- | 1st October 1895. 
i oe 1894... me r 1894 ,. 
Midnapore November ovem| = March is = ti March 166 
. | Septem 1894 :.. rn Septem 16 eptember 1 4 80th March 1894. 
ny a a = 5th Febru 15th November 1894, 
. a let of | Ist October 1894, 
at eee 1894 and | 29th March 1896. 
a 18th March 1896. 
Howrah .|20th to 22nd | 92nd August 1894 |4 By the kel esis 







19. My predecessor, Mr. Dutt, dnepacted | all the district offices and 


(1) By Commissioner. 


of the gf 


was actual 


y in 


treasuries. During his inspection of the Bankura 
Treasury he discovered that the treasurer was in the 


habit of temporarily ‘misappropriating public money by falsifying certain totals 


b 
balance sheet, so that it might appear that the amount removed 


the joint custody of himself and the treasury officer under 


double lock in the page fA The matter was reported to Government thro . 
he 


the Board of Revenue. 


treasurer was prosecuted and convicted at 


sessions, but was acquitted by the High Court. The management of the ward 
* estates and the condition of the wards’ office in Midnapore came under the 
unfavourable notice of Mr, Dutt. 

20. All the Collectors made thorough inspections of their offices and trea- 


(2) By Collestors. 
but with the exception of that noticed above, 
(c) Inspection of subdivisional 


offices and treasuries by— 
\(1) ‘Commissioner, 


(2) Collectors, district officers :— 






visin 4 
Birbhum 
‘Bankura “ 
Midhapore | 
Hooghly . 


| a " 





Dares or Insrzcriox BY 7 Dares ov Insrncriox ax - Oorsecton- 
Of office. | Of treasury, . Of office, . Of treasury, 


suries twice during the year. Some few irregularities 
and omissions were noticed during the inspections, 
none were of a serious nature, 

21. The following ‘table shows the different 
dates on which the subdivisional offices and trea- 
suries were inspected by the Commissioner and the - 





Ranigan) + | 20th March 1895 [120th March 1895 .., vate ite t,t and 6th Septomber 1894, 
Kalna ~ voveee * ee m) 
Saks are ns sprites Sean | ecco Me 
up eae Feticoees ys rae and 

Rampur Hat... | 26th March 1895 | 26th March 1895 sun August 1804 and th August 1804 and sth 
Vishnopur «| 22nd Juily 1806)... | 22nd July 1994, June 1804 and “23rd |280d Juno 1804\ and 18th 
| Contai ‘November'1804 (22nd November 1804, | 27th Beitow ae 1886 adie 
Tahituk ‘Sity Stine 1804, Beh, vin 7g 1805, 

aa Vee oth, 1804, eh tne TBO (aia “8th 
-Ghatal 


edd th ‘any 


“ae oh! pi Sune ins age at wth dune une 1894 and 6th Feb. 
ruary 1806, 
.| tuberin, | S14¢ ObtoDer fed} mst Otddor dos | | ; 


Februar, rv 


Collector of Hi 





é 


Dares or ierenney BY Disssnd alse? 









2 7, Ky a 
22. Mr. fnspeoted most of important subdivisi i 
Kalna, Katwa, actnk, Ghat ant Jeteuabe. Pa aA ns 
_ 23, All the subdivisional offices and treasuries except Raniganj were 
rs ary twice by the Collectors. Mr. oo visited Raniganj in March last 
and made a summary inspection of the offices, but had no time to make’ a 
formal inspection of the sub-treasury before his transfer to Patna, 






IIl—WEATHER AND CROPS. 


24. The subjoined table sh mea ‘nfall i hs: 
during the past res years :— ay average rainfall in each district ; 





Rarnrauy ry Incnes r1n— 





Dyusrricr. Oded SRE WL ilEiccack = aa VERE 
180205 1893-94. | 1894.95. 

1 2 

Burdwan ve] 62°21 
Birbhum ... | 6272 | 60°98 |] 61-73 
Bankura * ..,| 60°80 | 72:21 | 58:58 
Midnapore | 52:69 | 72-46 | 64:76 
Hooghly --.| 5882 | 7286 | 54°15 
Towrah ..) 48:45 || 69-46 | 49:18— 


Divisional average ...| 51°76 | 68°37 | 57°39 


25. The monsoon set in late, but the rainfall was evenly distributed, as in 
the preceding year, and was favourable to the crops, except in parts of Burdwan 
and Midnapore, which suffered from floods. The outturn of crops in this 
division was above the average. 

_ 26. In Burdwan the monsoon broke late, and the rainfall im May and 
June was less than in the parce year; but this deficiency was more than 
compensated by the abundant falls in July and August, and the whole area 
available was planted with paddy. About 500 acres of land in the Kalna 
subdivision ao mc from floods, and the winter rice on the land suffered in 
consequence. The outturn of the aman crop was over 15 annas, and that of the 
aus, which is not extensively grown in this district, nearly 14 annas. The rabi 
crops suffered in part from the rains of October and November, and again from 
want of water in ber, The outturn on the whole was better than that of 
the preceding year. Mr, Windsor reports that, owing to the obstinate conser- 
vatism of the cultivators, the experiment of growing Buxar wheat, which ‘has 
repeatedly ‘been tried and of which some result might have been expected, 
proved.a failure. 

27. In Birbhum too the rains set in late, and the sowings of rice were 
consequently somewhat retarded. ‘The rainfall was above the average in 
most parts of the district towards harvest time. ‘The outturn was estimated 
at 18 annas. 

28. In Bankura the monsoon broke about the usual date in June. The 
rainfall, which was above the average, was evenly distributed. ‘The aman or 
haimanta rice yielded more than an average outturn, viz. 18 annas, The aus, 
which is not of much importance in this district, suffered from the heavy 
rainfall in September, and yielded no more than ‘an average cro of 16 annas. 
The winter crops suffered more or less from want of rain towards the close of 
the year, and ‘the outturn was generally below the average. Sugarcane, which 
is Tied extensively grown in this district, suffered from heavy rainfall and 

10 to 12 annas, 


29. In Midnapore the rainfall was on the whole seasonable. _ 
of the rice crop was over 12 unnas. Excessive rainfall in July injured small 


areas in Contai and Tamluk, the water not subsiding immediately. ‘Lhe raiyats — 
in the affected parts had no reserve of seed-grain for fresh sowings, and had 


to oy it at exorbitant rates from outside the district. A 
0. Mr. Duke, the late Mace of Hooghly, has left the following note 


on the rainfall and crops of that district. during 1894-95 :-— 


“The season was one of short but peculiarly timely rainfall. The total ° 


rainfall was only 54°15 inches against 72°86 in the previous and 53:82 in the 
next preceding year. The rains began rather early in June, but were light 
‘ throughout. By the end of October they ‘stopped, and an apecensy full crop 
was on the ground. Had it matured without further rainfall, it would probably 
have been very light in the ear. At the beginning of November, however, there 
was a cyclonic disturbance with exceedingly heavy rainfall * * 
* * but as a matter of fact I do not believe that 1 anna 
of damage was done in any part of the district, while in many cases the crop 
was enormously benefited, It was almost universally acknowledged to be the 
finest crop taken off the ground for the last 20 years. In the low lands, 
especially the small local di/s, and above all in the Dankuni #i/, the crop was 
so heavy that the people could not get it cut : * * . 
This, however, is due not only to the good season, but to the improvement in 
the drainage system, which previously did not touch that part of the di/.” 

The food-stocks of the district, which had been very low since 1892, are 
said to have been completely replenished, and rice, and still more straw, which 
had been extraordinarily dear, are now cheaper than they have been for three 
years past. The rabi crops, potatoes, and sugarcane yielded good outturns: pulses 
and mustard were injured in some parts. 


31. In Howrah the total rainfall was about 4 inches below the average of - 


the preceding five years, but it was not insufficient. As to the effect of the rain 
on the crops, it is said that it could not have been better distributed. Both the 
monsoon crops and the winter rice gave an excellent outturn. The rabi crops 
suffered from want of rain.in February, but there is not much rabi grown in this 
district. The outturn of the sugarcane was magnificent. 


IV.—PUBLIC HEALTH. 


32. The following statement shows the number of deaths from different 
diseases reported during the year 1894 as compared with the preceding two 
years :-— 





———————————————eeeeee eee oomomomoonDpy>* = 
Number of deaths from Number of deaths from Number of deaths from 
fever. cholera. bowel-complaints. 


Population. 







1802, | 10s, | 0s 











* Separate figures not furnished, 


The coat in, 











Tt will appear from the above figure that the past year was marked 
large amount of ity, and all the district officers wh ve pene 
' it as remarkably unhealthy. As usual, by far the largest number of deaths 
occurred-from fever and cholera. The increase is most marked in the case of 
' Burdwan, Birbhum, and Bankura. 

: 83. In Burdwan the year appears to have been the most unhealthy since 
1881. Malarial fever raged throughout the district, except in the Raniganj 
- subdivision, which enjoyed a comparative immanity from this disease. The 
riparian tract bordering on the Bhagirathi river, especially Dainhat, suffered 
most. Cholera also visited almost every part of the district, and it is stated . 
that there was not a single month in the year in which deaths from cholera 
were not registered. Municipal and rural areas were equally affected; parts 
’ of the Katwa and the Kalna subdivisions suffering most severely, it is said, on 
account of the want of good drinking water; small- broke out all over 
the district, and is said to have been imported from Calcutta. ' 

84, In Birbhum the Bolpur thana as usual returned a high mortality from 
fever, and rigs Ste this reason a charitable dispensary was opened there in 
October 1894. Deaths from cholera increased from 380 in 1893 to 2,517 in the 
year under report. It raged in epidemic form in the Rampur Hat subdivision, 
where 1,985 deaths took place from this cause in spite of the efforts of the 
Subdivisional Officer, Mr. Ainslie, who did all he could to enforce sanitary 
measures during the outbreak. 

35. In Bankura fever appeared in almost all the villages and towns in the 
district, but disappeared after the cold weather set in, Cholera also broke 
out in different psrts of the district, causing a greater mortality than in the 
preceding year. Its prevalence was most marked in thanas Gangajalgheti 
and Onda ‘and in the town of Sonamukhi, Special measures were adopted 
by the Commissioners of the Sonamukhi Municipality in conjunction with the 
District Board of Bankura, and a native doctor with a stock of medicines was 
sent out to the affected tracts. 

86. In Midnapore fever and cholera prevailed throughout the district, 
and a wave of influenza during the earlier half of the year added largely 
to the number of deaths peace under the head of fever. Cholera appeared as 
an rap over the greater part of the district, but more extensively in_ 
the Tamluk and Contai subdivisions, where two extra native doctors and one 
extra ‘Civil Hospital Assistant were deputed to afford medical aid to the 
sufferers. The town of Midnapore also was attacked by the disease, the origin 
of which could not be ascertained, though it was probably introduced by the 
Puri pilgrims. ‘'he Municipal Commissioners took prompt measures to arrest 
the progress .of the disease, but the drinking water-supply could not be easil 
improved ; filthy tanks which could not be adequately protected abounding all 
over the town. “Small-pox, which was said to have been imported from Calcutta, 
was reported from almost all the thanas in Midnapore. 

37. In Hooghly the mortality both from fever and cholera was very large: 
cholera prevailed in the towns of Hocali , Jabanabad, and Serampore, and in 
other parts of the district, but it nowhere assumed an epidemic form. In 
Serampore it lasted throughout the year, and is said to have been due to the 
short rainfall of the year and to want of good drinking water. S 

38. In Howrah the mortality from fever has been increasing slowly during 
the last three years, but that from cholera in 1894 shows @ marked advance as 
compared with that of the preceding year. Cholera is said to be endemic in 
this district, but rarely appears in an epidemic form. J 

39. The Manidpaliby of Burdwan spent more than Rs. 8,000 in pre- 

liminary operations for extending the water-supply 
Sanitary works. of the town; it also spent a small sum in the pre- 
aration of a drainage scheme. The Municipal Commissioners of Dainhat spent 
Rs. 458 in acquiring land for a tank. ‘he District Board of Burdwan granted 
Rs, 1,083 to the owners of four tarks towards the cost of re-exeavating and 
cleansing them. Advances under the Land Improvement Act were also made 
to private individuals for the re-excavation of tanks. One well was sunk aud 
another repaired in a Government estate for the supply of good drin’ ing water 
to travellers, 





















40. In Birbhum the Municipal Commissioners uri induce¢ 
of three tanks to reserye them for dri “a Fin cruapa a well has beer 
with the same object. Every village in this district, as well as elsewhere in t 
division, abounds with cess-pits, which are the hot-beds of disease, and ieee ae 
no tanks reserved for drinking purposes. Mr, Growse during his cold weather _ 
tour tried to induce the proprietors of tanks in many villages to make them 
over to the District Board for reservation under section 90 of the Local Self- 
Government® Act, but no one came forward to execute and register the 
necessary deeds of transfer. 

41. Bankura is naturally a healthy district, and the town is situated on a 

" ridge between two rivers, consequently the necessity for a regular system of 
drainage has not been urgently felt. In Sonamukhi, which though well situated 
is not well drained, steps are being taken to improve the drainage. 

42. The Midnapore Municipality made some efforts to carry out sugges- 
tions made for sanitary improvements. _ 

43, The conservancy arrangements in the several municipalities of the 
Hooghly district are said to be good, but much yet remains to be done 
in improving their sanitary condition, All the municipalities in this district 
have under consideration schemes of systematic drainage. The Municipality 
of Serampore has not yet been able to connect the internal drains of the 
town with the main drainage channel, excavated ata cost of Rs, 20,000, but 

rovision has been made for the purpose in the budget of the current year. 

here has been great waste of money over this scheme. The want of good 
drinking water is much felt by people living at some distance from the Hooghly, 
which is the principal source of water-supply in the riparian municipalities, 
and this obviously has much to do with the outbreak of cholera in the dry 
season. The Municipal Commissioners of Hooghly have arranged, in con- 
junction with the iii authorities, to supply river water to parts of the 
town; but while these attempts are being made in the towns, no efforts are 
made to improve the sanitary condition of the rural area. Mr, Dutt remarks 
that what is wanted is to drain such portions of the country as are water- 
logged, and then to connect all villages with the main drainage channels and 
remove all obstruction; but this is obviously a counsel of perfection, and I agree 
with Mr. Dutt-that no systematic attempt in this direction can possibly be 


"nage with. our pron resources. 
44, The Magistrate of Howrah has not furnished any information as 


to the sanitary work carried out by the Municipalities or the District Board 
in his district, 


4 Vaccination, — 


45. The following table shows the number of 
persons vaccinated during the last two years:— 





Number of persons 
vaccinated, 


District. 


1893-94. | 1894-95. 





1 | 2 3 
Burdwan ced a 82,263 40,275 
Birbhum eis ve | 15,107 | 223892. om 
Bankura ote des 31,849 27,928 f 
Midnaporoe oss +++ | 60,168 64,244 
Hooghly Pur on 20,561 | 28,472 
Howrah M3 «| 18,064 (a) 24,182 (a) 


178,012 | 207,943 


(a) Figures for calendar year. 


Vaccination has been making fair progress, and every year sees a larger 
number of persons vaccinated. The increase in the year under report was con- 
tributed by all the districts except Bankura, where the prevalence of fever and 
measles is said to have hindered the progress of the pa The Muhammadans 
generally, and among Hindus the fon Khetryas in Burdwan, still entertain 







te vaccination, but many of the Muhammadans in Ho: 

>soluntarily through feat of the epidemic in Calcutta, Baie 

os) ee) _ Calf vaccination was tried in Midnapore, and 72 calves were yacei- 

| nated, 63 successfully: 1,890 person swero vaccinated from the calves. There 

| was no opposition on sentimental or religious grounds to calf vaccination in 
this district. The Magistrates of other districts do not furnish any information 

~ arena head, and it is possible that the experiment was not carried on in 
eir districts. 








V—MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE" PEOPLE. 


47, Except in parts of Midnapore, which were affected by heavy floods in 
July last, cha iio crops produced an abundant harvest atotighois the division, 
As a consequence of this, and of the excellent crops of the two preceding years, 
the material condition of the people throughout the division is reported to have 
been remarkably good, There is no doubt that the rise in the price of rice and 
other crops has put into the pockets of the cultivating classes an amount of 
ready money they never possessed before. Evidence of this prosperity is met 
with in every direction. The standard of living has risen considerably among’ 
them, and many things which were formerly accounted as luxuries are now 
treated as articles of ordinary and ora use. The labouring classes too 
have benefited from the growing demand for labour created by the expansion 
of the coal trade, the increase in the number of factories, and the opening up of 
new industries. 

48. Te only classes who do not share in this prosperity are those who 
have to depend entirely on the small salaries they receive as the wages of 
skilled labour, specially those who work as clerks and muharrirsin Government 
and private employ. Debarred from manual labour by custom and tradition, 
with prices rising, and the purchasing power of the rupee declining, not to 
mention the ever-increasing difficulties in the way of obtaining work, the 
struggle for existence in this section of the community is very severe indeed. 
.Of any improvement in their material condition I see very little prospect so 
long as the army of competitors for clerkly employment is swollen every year 
by the recruits from our schools and universities, and so long as exaggerated 
notions of self-importance and excessive devotion to old customs and traditions 
continue to prevail among these classes, arden) them from seéking a liveli- 
hood in occupations which they have hitherto despised, but which, though 
unfamiliar, are not necessarily degrading and may be made lucrative. yf 


VI—EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION, 


49, Ewigrants were registered in the districts of Burdwan, Bankura, and 
Midnapore in considerable numbers, and to a lesser degree in Howrah. Tie 
subjoined table shows the numbers registered in each district during the last 
two years, but these figures take no note of the much more important free 





emigration. 
—oOoOoOoOO——————— 88000006060 EEE 
For rue Cotoyres, | For rue Ta Disrercrs. 
1893-94. - 1894-95. | 1893.94. | 1894-95. 







Dependants. 
Dependanis. 


~ | Total 
Coolies. 











explanation of two ni 
points in’the statistics for his district, viz. (1) the increase in the number of — 
emigrants to the tea districts, and (2) the decrease in that of coolies bound for 
the colonies, He has, however, pointed out a considerable fall in the number 
of free emigrants, viz. from 14,000 in 1893-94 to about 5,400 in 1894-95, 
This decrease is attributed partly to good harvests in the districts from which 
coolies migrate, and partly to the growing importance of Purulia, Chaibassa, 
and other western towns, which, being nearer to the recruiting districts, and now 
on or near a line of rail, are used more and more as centres from which coolies 
are registered and taken to the tea distriets. He adds that while labour is so 
liberally paid as it now is in the coal mines, iron works, and potteries of 
Raniganj, inhabitants of the Burdwan district have little or no temptation 
to emigrate. 

30. The Magistrate of Birbhum believes that many bad characters’ 
disappear in the guise of emigrants when the surveillance of the police becomes. 
irksome, and the theory is inherently probable, besides being capable of 

Look, 
: 51. The Magistrate of Bankura attributes the decrease in the number of 
registered emigrants to the development of the system of free emigration and 
to the prosperous condition of the people on account of the good harvests 
they have reaped during the last two years. 

52. The Magistrate of Midnapore has offered no explanation of the 
decrease in his district. It is probably due to the causes mentioned by the 
Magistrate of Bankura, . 

54. Statements showing criminal cases connected with emigration, which 
were prescribed by Government order No. 1848, dated 2ist April 1892, have 
been separately submitted. A large number of cases occurred in Burdwan, 
but only one of them deserves separate mention, In this.ease four girls, aged 
irom about 13 to 17 years, and a boy were abducted to Purulia, where they 
were taken to some depdt, and when rejected there they were taken away to 
the jungles; here the two youngest were allowed to depart, the rest being for 
some time concealed in the jungle out of the way of the police, who. were 
searching fur them. Out of the four accused persons in this ease two were 
sentenced by the Sessions Court to rigorous imprisonment for two years and 
one ment, aethird to two months’ xigorous imprisonment, and the fourth was 
acquitted. 

a 55. During 1894-95 11 rest-houses and 41.coply dep6ts were in existence 
in the districts of this division. With the exception of two rest-houses 
in Birbhum, which were inspected once only, all the rest-houses and cooly depéts 
“were inspected two or more times. Great attention was paid to the inspection 
of these depdts in Burdwan, where four of them were inspected more than eight 
times. The instructions given at inspections arejsaid to have been duly pes as 
to, except in one instance at Raniganj, where Mr, Mackertich, .a dept-holder, 
did not comply with the suggestions made by the subdivisional officer, to the 
effect that he should open certain registers and provide separate accommoda- 
tion for sardari and colonial emigrants until threatened with the cancelment 
of his license. Local medical practitioners are attached to the depots in 
Raniganj and Midnapore to attend to the coolies. No such arrangement exists 
in the depdts in Bankura. The health.of the- emigrants was good during the 
year, and blankets and warm clothing were supplied to them when necessary. 

56. There was no registered immigration into any of the districts of this 
division, but it is a well-known fact that people from the Chota Nagpur 
Division, Bihar, and the North-Western Provinces come in Jarge numbers to 
Burdwan, Hooghly, and Howrah. In Burdwan they find employment in the 
fields at the time of cultivation and harvesting, in brick- ing, and in 
excavating tanks, A considerable portion serve in the mills in the districts 
of Hooghly and Howrah, These are temporary immigrants, and do not settle 
in the district. 

VIL—PRICES OF FOOD AND LABOUR. 


57. Grain ‘was cheap and the prices of labour kept hich thr hout ° 
year, which things mean urusual poate for the Fe ae chs a aie g = 














vests | sar served t Zeduoe the price of common 
or the ig the year having been 17 seers 10 
vagainst 14 soers. 12 chitaks in 1893-94. The average rate in 
ent localities in the division from which returns were received varied 
from 13 seers in Hooghly to 21 seers in Contai, the discrepancies being largely 
due to the sufficiency or the reverse of means of communication. The winter 

ops, however, were not so universally good as the rice crop, so that the price 

of wheat and grain ruled higher than in the preceding year. 

_ 59. The wages of labour remained almost ryg-prest § except in Howrah, 
where the rate has increased. The Magistrate of Howrah reports that with an 
increase in the number of mills and an ever-increasing demand for labour in 

- them, the coolies are becoming independent, so much so that there have been - 
one or two petty strikes, All this tends in his opinion to make wages rise still 
higher, but he has omitted to add that so long as the supply of labourers 
continues to be unlimited, as it practically is, this rise must only be temporary : 
ft is impossible in the present state of the labour market to conceive a combined 
strike for higher wages being successful in the long run. 


VITIIL—MANUFACTURES AND MINES, 


60. The local industries of the division consist of the manufacture of 
silk, tasar, jute, cotton, molasses, shell-lac, rope, brass and hardware, indigo, 
paper, pottery and iron. 

61. The manufacture of silk is carried on to some extent in every district. 
Silk In Burdwan the industry is flourishing, though 

ri unobtrusive, and the value of the outtwn has been 
returned as Rs. 1,66,783 against Rs. 1,62,681 in 1893-94. Birbhum nearly 
recovered the ground it lost in 1893. In Midnapore the figures for all the 
factories are not available, but as far as they go they indicate a decline. In 
Bankura the manufacture of the material called ‘‘kutni” is said to be dying out 
for waut of any-outside domand for it. Tasar silk is chiefly manufactured 
in Bankura, Birbhum, and Hooghly, but it is said that the industry is gradually 
waning. 

62. As is well known, there are many large jute mills in the districts of 
Hooghly and Howrah in which gunny-bags and 
cloth are manufactured, as well as cotton mills in 
the latter district. As the figures for all the mills are not available, no 
comparison of the results with those of the previous year is possible. Out 
of the four cotton mills in Howrah, the statistics for one have not been 
received; of the remaining three, one shows a decrease and ‘the other two 
a large increase in production, : a 

68. Cotton cloth is manufactured in the villages throughout every dis- 

trict of this division. ‘The industry is steadily 
eee declining owing to the difficulty found by the 
weavers in competing with the cheap European goods so largely imported, 
and it is reported that the weaver caste are taking to other trades. The hat at 
Ramkrishnapur in the town of Howrah, which is the principal cloth mart in 
the division, maintained its importance throughout the year. It is said that at 
this place a lakh of rupees is turned over every hit day. ‘ a 
64. Molasses prepared from sugarcane are manufactured in all districts, but 
the preparation of those from the date-palm is con- 
Rae, fined to the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly, and 
Howrah. Mills of the well-known Bihia pattern are said to be extensively used 
i ing sugarcane in Burdwan. ; 
i: BGS. here was a fall in the industry in Birbhum, but the manufacturers in 
Bankura appear to have done a good busiuess during 
Shell-lac. the year. ; ne ; 
66. The outturn of rope, which is manufactured in the districts of Hooghly 
and Howrah, increased greatly during the year. 
=e The two roperies in Howrah turned out Ks. 7,70,400 


worth of rope against Rs, 7,35,320 in the preceding year. 


Jute and cotton. 












67. The manufacture of these articles is carried on in all the d 


eis this division. The demand for them is 
Brass, bell-metaly andhardware, declining in Burdwan and Hooghly. ‘The Magistrate 
‘of Burdwan attributes this decadence to the import and use of enamelled 
utensils or those made of zinc or tin. In the towns of Kharar and Chandra- 
kona in the district of Midnapore the industry is carried on extensively. 
68. Indigo, which is manufactured in the districts of Bankura and 
; : Midnapore, has partially recovered the check it 
Andige. sustained in 1893. 
* 69. Paper is manufactured chiefly in the two mills at Raniganj and Bally: 
the outturn in the former is gradually increasing; 
: in the latter it has somewhat decreased. 
Hooghly 14,4501bs. of hand-made paper were produced. 
70. The outturn of the pottery works belonging to Messrs. Burn & Co, 
» at Raniganj is decreasing every year. Bricks, 
tiles, and pantiles are very largely manufactured 
on the river bank in the district of Howrah, 
71. There was a change in the supervising staff of the Barakar Iron 
Works in the district of Burdwan, and it is reported 
that an attempt has been made to improve the 
outturn by new machinery. The amount and value of the outturn of the 
four iron works in the Howrah district have much increased. 
72. Mats are manufactured on an extensive scale in the district of 
“ Midnapore. Those known as masland are the best, 
“ and are much valued for their fine make and finish. 
73. ‘The preparation of sticks and other articles from ebony is a consid- 
erable industry in the Jahanabad subdivision, and hukas are largely manu- 
factured in the villages of Begri and Andul in the district of Howrah. Jute 
twist, fishing nets, cane and bamboo baskets are also manufactured in Howrah 
and exported in large quantities to Calcutta and elsewhere. 
74, The subjoined table shows the outturn of some of the principal articles 





Paper. 


Pottery. 


Tron, 


of manufacture :— 








OvrtvuRN In— 


Disraicr. Articles. 


1892-93. 1893-94. 

















| 
| 
} 
{ Pottery a “Rs. 1,95,000 1,75,000 1,65,000 
Tronware ave .. Tons 16,870 21,160 16,798 
|| Brass, bell-metal ware |... Mas. 13/351 12,617 11,871 
} | Cutlery v0 «. Doz. 590 662 
Burdwan 4 | Cotton cloth °.. “Yas. | 1,186,212 413,150 871,302 
Silk cloth mes re 231,27! 085 687 
| Paper ane » a» Tons 1, 1,681 1,800 
ZErated water . Doz ee 10,120 9,669 
(| Ice ace . Tons ans 59 79 
’ Silk of ve De 51,894 43,040 61,878 
Birbhum nf Lac Mads. 1,000 1,000 309 
Indi is a. Mds. . 260 16 180 
Bankora ~» {| Shelf tac the 6,000 15,169 16,000 
Silk a we B as 38,086 21,360 
Midnapore “Ul Indigo : SD Mas. 1,617 191 1,019 








naa i 











$,, Brass. ER «. Mds. 50) 792 892 
a Brass and bell-metal rhe 16,428 13,428 11,852 
: ‘ Tasar and silk cloth we Yds, 120,L00 120.000 110,000 
Silk filatures .., we Db $2,000 9,040 8,500 
nc ans a Mds. 8,800 4,460 7,410 
Co weaving we’ VAs. 816,750 303,650 87,220 
Cotton cloth “- 1,919,0:0 1,590,400 and | 2,494,000 and 
$2,000 pieces. | 27,000 pieces. 
Hooghly “+! Rangina cloth gE mae 45,000 24,000 34,000 
Gunny-bags and cloth in About 80 10,000,000 9,000,000) 
India Jute Mills. * lakhs of begs. bags. bags. 
eae Jute Mills ... Yds. 21,315,269 24,647,738 22,866,618 
Hastings Jute Mills “lee aba 426,228 bags a he md. 
Ags. 
Wellington Jute Mills «+. (6,670,540 bags, jee = 
Victoria Jute Mills one Not furnished. 
Cotton Mills in Ghoosery... Rs. 15,11,188 15,81,801 14,49,964 
Bowreah gee ove 1,639,191 | 1,905,921 2.617,483 
Ram Dyal Cotton Mills .., vee 646,625 629,031 662,924 
Victoria Cotton Mills... ne Not supplied. 
Jute Mills in Howrah _,,, Rs, 29,52,842 34,93,321 4,10,000 
Fort Gloster in Howrah ,.. ” 14 16,416 17,47,556 25,99,657 
bi in Peli até ” 14,28,099 Not furnished. 
ibpur in Howra’ on ” £6,70,000 $1 ,00,000 $1,97,000 
Howrah “| Ganges in Howrah aes * Not furnished. 
Bally Paper Mills a ” 9,00,000 14,00,000 13,77,000 . 
Burn & Co’s. Iron Works 5s 13,00,000 18,00,000 | — 36,00,000 
Albion Foundry nee Pa 94,000 96,000 97,000 
John King & Co. oe a 6,861,000 6,583,266 8,89,835 
Howrah Foundr ese » Not furnished 60,776 
Shalimar Rope Works ... »” 2,92,800 2,92,720 8,20,400 
Ghoosery oe ” 3,72,324 4,42,600 4,50,000 











75. Mining operations are confined to the districts of Burdwan and 
; Bankura. In Burdwan they are carried on very 

pal seinen. extensively in the Raniganj subdivision; in Bankura 
only two collieries are worked. The Magistrate of Burdwan reports that 
the importance of coal mining is stéadily increasing. The rise in the price of 
coal in the Calcutta market has given a great stimulus to the trade. The 
competition for coal lands has become keener than ever in spite of the exploita- 
_tion of extensive coal-fields elsewhere; and several more or less serious disputes 
have ensued between rival claimants. The existing companies are making 
every endeavour to extend their operations. 

76. The visit of Mr. Grundy, the Government Inspector of Mines, to the 
Raniganj subdivision in the early part of the year is reported to have been 
a matter of great interest to the mining cag wees who for the most part 
are averse to any Government interference by legislation or otherwise. 
Mr. Windsor thinks that the large companies, with well-paid and experienced 
managers and with collieries worked on sound principles and equipped with 
the proper mechanical appliances, can be trusted to maintain a proper efficiency 
in their own interests ; but for private collieries worked by cheap and inexperi- 
enced agency and with inferior machinery, he thinks somo supervision neces- 

, especially as the number of these small concerns is increasing. The 
reports that I have seen of the condition of some of these small mines leave no 
room for doubt that supervision is urgently required, but I am of opinion 
that no distinction should be made in the matter of inspection between 
collieries worked by large companies and those worked by private individuals. 
This and many em questions will be considered by the Mines Commission 
now sitting, and need not be further discussed here. 













i F ies 
77. The Indian Railway, pa through every | t 

division except Bankura and Midnapore, together with its feeders, the branc 
line from Sheoraphuli to Tarakeswar and the important road from Raniganj to 
Midnapore vid Bankura, serves as the main artery of trade and commerce in — 

_ the division. The Magra-Tarakeswar Railway has been an important addition — 
to the existing facilities for communication. The riparian tracts along the — 
rivers of the division are served by the steamers which regularly ply in the © 
Hooghly and the Rupnarain, and also by country boats. The Midnapore 
or in addition to the service which it renders to the districtas an irrigation 
canal, was largely used throughout the year as one of the principal navigation 
channels and routes of traffic from the Hoag to the west and south-west. 
An important change in the lines of ti Bla been caused by the con- 
struction of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, since goods and passengers to and 
from Purulia and the neighbouring districts no longer 1 through Bankura 
vid Raniganj, and the importance of Bankura as a trade centre has already 
begun to decline. | :  Aalitd Mot dh : 

78. The principal.articles of trade in this division were the same in 

1894-95 as in the preceding year, and are as follows:— 

Exports. 


~ 


Rice, paddy, pulses, lime, hides, oilseeds, brass and bell-metal utensils, 
shell-lac, tasar and silk, coal, potatoes, molasses, timber and paper, 


- Lmports. 


European piece-goods, twist and yarn, tobacco, salt, kerosine oil, pulses, 
spices, ghi, gunny-bags, and food-grains. 

79. Statements B to M, as detailed below, prepared in the form prescribed 
by Government in the Statistical Department circular No. 2 of the 16th April 
1895, have been separately submitted to Government :— 

(B) The “up” and “down” import and export traffic carried by rail 
in the districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, and Hooghly. 

(C) The import and export traffic of the Kalna and the Katwa 
subdivisions by road and river, . 

(D) The import and export boat traffic of the district of Burdwan 
carried along the Nadia rivers. 

(E) The import and export boat trafficof the Hooghly district carried 
along the Nadia rivers. 

(F) The trade of the Hooghly district with Calcutta carried by country 
boats along the Calcutta and Eastern canals. 

(G) The import and export traffic of the Hooghly district carried 
by country boats along the Midnapore, Hijili; and Orissa Coast , 


canals, 
(1) The import and export traflic of the Burdwan district carried 
by country boats along the Calcutta and Eastern canals, 
(I) The import and export traffic of the district of Burdwan carried 
by country boats along the Midnapore canal. 
Q} The import traffic by rail and canal to Howrah. 
(K) The export traffic by rail and canal from Howrah. 
(L) The import and —— traffic of the district of Midnapore by country 
boats along the Midnapore, Hijili, and the: Orissa fee canals, 
(M) The trade of the Midnapore district with Calcutta carried. by country 
boats along the Calcutta and the Eastern canals. 
80. The exportation of rice was very brisk in Burdwan, a district which 
oe exports largely. In Bankura, notwithstanding the 
4 ; ve ee ae harvests of the past two years, the export- 
ation of rice was limited. When rice is everywhere plentiful and cheap, it is 
obvious thet in districts off the line of rail and with no water routes exportation 
must fall off. Accordingly, the total ‘quantity exported from Bankura did not 
exceed 1,40,000 maunds, and, as has been already stated, the glut in the market 
resulted in. the average price of rice being 21 seers per rupee in this district for 





x by tourb isin 
nerves ts, which the railway has 
OC vorte basta district. The 
ine ol be owing to its chea 
its hay ome more than ever into general uses" Refined wuger is aa 
_ toa large extent, and the Magistrate of Birbhum reports that the rejudice 
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X—ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES, 

82. The following were the principal administrative changes which took 

the year:—__ 

(1) In pursuance of the policy of Government, as contained in its order 
No. 0J., dated 23rd Jul hoa hone were taken in every district to replace 
the chaukidars under Regulation XX of 1817 by those under Act VI (B.C.) of 
1870. Commissioners under section 58 of Act Vi (B.C.) of 1870 were appointed 
to 7 in the resumption and age eres of chakran lands. 

Arrangements were e for the formation of Union Committees 
under the District Boards in all districts of the division, . ma 

(3) Steps were taken for the gradual resumption and settlement of ghatwali 
lands in Bankura, with a view to the ultimate abolition uf the ghatwali system 
in gery i ti 

(4) Two new su is o! were experimentally opened in the 
district'of Burdwan at Gecenipee and Khéadatcsh ee 

(5) The experiment of appointing a sardar chaukidar on slightly higher 
pay to supervise the work of the other chaukidars was tried in Burdwan with 
success. 

6) A rainfall-registering station was opened at Labhpur in Birbhum. 
7) Two police outposts in the district of Bankura were abolished on 
the recommendation of the Police Redistribution Committee. 

(@) The Municipal Bench at Tamluk was abolished under Government 
order No, 612J.D., dated 26th May 1894. 

(9) An ware commen serge was 6 aoe at Dantun in the district of 
Midnapore for the disposal of cases under the Puri Lodging-honse Act and 
the bye-laws framed thereunder. 

(10) The police outpost of Singti, consisting of 42 villages, was transferred 
from the Sastaiietion of thana Khanakul in the Jahanabad subdivision, district 
Hooghly, to that of thana Ampta in the Ulubaria subdivision of the Howrah 
district. 


XIL—STATISTICAL ENQUIRIES. 
83. The subjoined table shows the reported birth and death-rates per mille 
in the several districts of this division for the last two years. The figures 
are for both rural and urban areas combined. 





- Birth-rate per mille. | Death-rate per mille. 


Disrricr. 













tention of all district and subdivisional officers will again be called 
necessity of checking these statistics when on tour, Both birth and. 
“rates are probably much below the real facts, and it is only by con 
insistence that we can hope to improve the accuracy of these statistics. ines 

“85, The recorded death-rate exceeds the recorded birth-rate in Burdwan, — 
Birbhum, and Hooghly. The Magistrate of Burdwan ascribes the fact to the 

neral bad state of health of the people throughout the district. Mr. Dutt, 
_ Magistrate of Hooghly, thinks there must be something mrvne in the. 8 
and considers it improbable that the number of deaths should have exceed 
that of births by about 8,000. ‘The®Magistraty of Birbhum has made no 
attempt to explain the figures supplied by him. : 

86. The increase in the death-rato in 1894 is, Mr. Grierson thinks, due 
not to increased deaths, but improved registration. He writes: ‘The regis- 
tration in the mufassal is in the hands of the police, who are dependent upon 
the chaukidars. * * *. I lay great stress in my thana inspections on good 
registration of deaths, as if the chaukidars omit to report deaths, they will omit 
to report other things. The death registration of a thana is therefore a useful 
index of the degree to which a Sub-Inspector has his chaukidars in hand,” 

87, I feel certain that the system of registration is gradually improving 
and receiving more attention on the of the police, and therefore as 
regards the registration of both births am deaths there is no doubt that some 
increase is due to better reporting, but nevertheless the figures afford terrible 
proof of the unhealthiness of the year 1894, both in the increase of the death-rate 
and the falling off of the birth-rate, which are observable in conjunction 
in every district. In an unhealthy year not only do large numbers of potential 
parents die, but when, as in this division, the prevalent disease is malarial fever, 
the reproductive powers of the survivors are greatly impaired. Doubtless the 
effect on births of a bad year is most clearly seen in that which succeeds it. 
but to a considerable extent the effects are immediate. The theory just stated 
has been still further illustrated in a paper prepared for the Medical Congress 
by Surgeon-Captain Dyson, Deputy anitary Commissioner in the Panjab 
which shows to demonstration the sterilizing ‘effect of subsoil saturation and 
malarial fever upon the population exposed to those mali influences. 

88. The number of prosecutions under Act IV BC) of 1873 was 1 in 
Burdwan, 44 in Bankura, 104 in Midnapore, and 85 in ooghly. In Midnapore 
one of the accused was sentenced to imprisonment. 

89. ‘The following statement shows. the number of births and deaths 
registered within municipal areas in the several districts of the division 
during the last two years:— 


rae ae 


Name of Municipality. 









163) 34°04 
188 | 36°51 
3,821} 2,757 | 92°66 


2,383 
220 


2,587 | 2,598 | 20711 





90. As these figures have been fully examined in the annual report of 
the Sanitary Commissioner and the Government Resolution thereon, detailed 


comment on my part is unnecessary. 1 would only indicate the following 
ints :— 
i (a) Death registration has been carried out with somewhat greater accuracy. 
No municipality returns the absurd figures which sometimes disfigure the returns 
from other parts of the province. Most of the increase, which is practically 
universal, is doubtless due to the great unhealthiness of the year, but some also 
is due to better registration. The figures for Ghatal, Tamluk, and Bally are 
incredibly low, and the attention of the Chairmen of those municipalities will 
be drawn to the fact. In the face of all that has been written of the 
insanitary condition of Howrah, it is difficult to believe that its death-rate has 
been correctly returned at less than 26 per mille; but it has to be remembered 
that, like Calcutta, Howrah contains a population of which an unusually large 
proportion is in the being of life, and that from this town, as from Calcutta, 
numbers of persons depart when overtaken by illness. The last consideration, 
however, is itself subject to limitation, for account has to be taken of the con- 
siderable number of sick who are brought into the town to die on the banks 
of the Hooghly. It is difficult to estimate the number of strangers thus dying 
in Howrah, but the Magistrate considers that it is too large to be neglected, 
and he is making arrangements to have the information recorded for the current 


ear. 
4 (s) The unhealthiness of the year and the special need for sanitary reform 
in certain places are both denoted by the following death-rates:— 


Bhadreswar — wii w«. 68°59 per mille. 
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while nine others return death-rates of more than 40 per mille, and the divisional 
| doath-rate is 35°83 as against 20°18 in 1893, 
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h y with so much force to urban as tc 1 tra when ii 
mn that in towns an undue proportion of ph emg 
still it is discreditable to the administration. aly five municiy 
should return birth-rates of 25 and upwards per mille, while nine of them 
the following incredible figures below 20 per mille :— nee 
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: 7 91. Statistics regarding fo crops, ‘prices of rice ead food-graing 

i continued to be collected by Sub-Deput Collectort and kanungoes, Enquiries 
bi regarding the import and export traffic were made by the same agency and 
ae sometimes by the nazir, 


i _ - XIL—OIvIL. Justice. 


if 92. The District Judges as usual have kindly furnished me with the 
as ; necessary statistics of the work disposed of by the Civil Courts. 

93. There was a decrease in the number of cases disposed of during the 
8 year, which was 89,209 inst. 90,209 in 1893, The decrease occurred jn 
ordinary cases, and is shared | by every district except Burdwan. All the districts 


show an increase in the disposal of Small Cause Court 
disposed of during the year, 17,634, or 19°7 per cent., were contested against 
~ 17,178 in ee year. T' 


of in the Civil Courts of the several districts of 
ose of the preceding year :— 


Statement showing the Civil Work disposed of by Judges and Munsifs 


cases dispo 
during 1894 as compared with th 


during the years 1893 and 1894, 





Cases In cor. 
UMNS2 AND 
3 How D1s- 


Tt will be s 


head of title suits increased 
: the numbor of rent and money suits decided show a decrease, 


; ] The general 
wy decrease in rent cases is presumably due to the Prosperous condition of 
raiyuts and to the good harvests they have reaped, 


which enabled them to 4 
their rents without compelling the landlords to resort to legal compulsion. 
ere was an increase in contested cases in all 





ict Judge of Birbhum has notiood 


e Tenancy Act, the 
1 f + Mr. Gordon writes :— 
; tion: that this may be the result of the 

record of rights operation which have been carried on for several years until 
lately.” The reference is to the operations in the Hukmapur and Mollarpur 













i During the year under report there was a slight decrease | i 
a — and non-cognizable crime, the figures being 11,434 and 17,219 na S 





tively against 1 1,586 and 18,540 of the preceding year, In cognizable crime 
, wan and Midnapore show some inerease, which is counterbalanced by a 
decrease in Bankura and Howrah. In the other two districts crime was almost 
‘Stationary. Greater activity divplayed by the police in proceeding against 
hes of the Excise and the Arms Act accounts for the increase in cases in 
Burdwan: in Midnapore it is ascribed to the better reporting of crime. 

95. Offences aguinst the person*and against property have apparently 
decreased sgn bo Possibly this mfly be duc to the generil prosperity of the 
year, but it is also due, I think, to more accurate reporting aud more careful 
Investigation. ‘i'here were 37 dacvities reportid against 62 i the preceding 
year. I venture to think that many cases of a doubtful character were formerly 
accepted which, even if true, were only technically dacoity, and had nothing in 
common with the serious gang robberies properly called dacoities. ‘Che decrease 
is marked in Bankura and Midnapore, wiwre the number of cases fell from 21 
and 27 tu 6 and 16 respectively. [ue police of Bankura were not successful 
in dealing with these cases, which in the opinion of the late Magistrate, 
Mr. Cornish, require a class of officers decidedly superior to the general run of 
Sub-Inspectors. In Midnapore some of tie gangs of dacoits, oue of which 
had long been carrying on depredations under the protection of a zamindar, 
were broken up during the year. There was an increase in burglaries and 
thefts, contributed chiefly by the districts of Midnapore and Howrah. The 
increase in the former district is ascribed to the better reporting of cases, and 
in Howrah to the visits of Bediyas and burglars from Calcutta, many of whom 
were arrested and convicted. 

96. In Bankura an organized gang of bad characters, amongst whom were 
some ghatwals and chatkidire was detected. Proceedings were taken under 
section 176, Penal Code, against some, and under section 110, Criminal Proce- | 
dure Code, against others, and euded successfully. 

97. Only 697 cases were declared false against 713 in the preceding 
year, The divisivnal percentage of false cases to 
cases reported rose from 3:4 in 1893 to 3-6 in 894. 
Prosecutions under section 211, Indian Penal Code, were instituted in 97 cases, 
of which 27 ended in the conviction of the accused. The result was most lament- 
able in Burdwan, where out of 11 prosecutions not a single case ended in con- 
viction. In Hooghly there were 2 prosecutions, which were both unsuccess- 
ful. There was, however, some improvewent in Birbhum and Bankura, where 
convictions were obtained in 11 cases in the former and 6 cases in the latter 
district against only a single conviction in each in the preceding year. 

98. Mr, Inglis, late Magistrate of Burdwan, remarks :—‘“ ‘The prosecution 
of charges under section 211 is a vexed question. I have sent up cases for trial 
myself, and tried many with almost untailing want of success. It is easy to say 
a case is false, but very hard to prove it, as, apart from the difficulty in finding 
convincing proof that the charge is false, we have often to support the prosecu- 
tion with the evidence of witnesses who will not tell the truth and decline to 
disclose the cause why the false charge was brought.” Mr, Duke, late Magistrate 
of Hooghly, writes :—‘ So far as section 211 is concerned, the reasons are not 
very recondite. The incompetent head constables, with whom so many thanas 
have been filled during the transition stage, are neither anxious nor able to 
prosecute complaints under section 211, and accordingly they make a point of 
stating to begin with that no such prosecution can succeed. Inexperienced Court 
Sub-Inspectors and new District Superintendents are not in a position to look 
out for and check this practice, and naturally when the Magistrate does order 
further enquiry, #8 has been done in many cases, the police being committed to 
the opposite view, evidence is not found to support a prosecution.” Both these 
officers have correctly stated some of the reasons why so great a proportion of 
prosecutions under section 211 fails, but the question is a large one, and is now 
worn somewhat threadbare. It is held by wany officers that prosecutions 
should be sanctioned or ordered whenever there is a primd facie case, for the 
reason that even when no conviction is obtained, the expense and inconvenience 
to which the accused has been exposed will prove a salutary lesson to himself and 


False cases. 









to his friends, but the ne of this view fail to take into account the fact 

that the tor and his witnesses also undergo much harassment, and 

that the | of ultimate victory blinds the publie to the ent i nels 

ence. On the whole, then, it seems the wiser course to acce the inevitable nd 

to recognize that it is impossible to eradicate by criminal prosecution a faul 

which has been inherent in oriental nations since the time of the Decalogue, > 
99. Compensation was awarded in 88 cases only. I consider this result 





very lamentable and indicative of apathy and — 4 


Compensation under section 560, timidity on the part of subordinate Magistra 
Opiminal Procedare Code, notwithetandlsig that their attention was were 
the subject by the District Magistrates. The propriety of passing orders more 
frequently under this very useful section will again be brought prominently 
to their notice. 
100. More than 51 per cent. of the year’s cases were disposed of at the first 
hearing and less than 10 per cent. remanded more 
oats. than four times. Hooghly shows the best result, as 
more than 73 per cent. of the cases tried in that district were disposed of at the 
first hearing. 1am inclined to believe that the insistence of Government upon 
the disposal of cases without unnecessary delay is at last beginning to bear fruit, 
and that the business of Magistrates’ courts is now ri disposed of with 
much greater promptitude than formerly, remands being granted only when it is 
necessary to prove previous convictions Or produce other necessary evidence, 
10!. The result of sessions trials was unfavourable, especially in the 
een districts of Bankura and Burdwan, where the 
uptime uetS. ‘percentages of ‘acquittals to cases disposed of rose 
from 26°92 and 31:25 in 1893 to #8°09 and 53°84 respectively in 1804. The 
District Superintendents of Police supervised the prosecution personally in a 
very smal] number of cases. In Midnapore not a single case was so supervised: 
either before the committing Magistrate or at the sessions. In Mr. Allen’s 
- opinion such supervision was in no instance necessary. 
102, The number of cases in —< at ie refused enquiry under 
oe} section 157, Criminal Procedure Code, has decreased 
Reported cases not enquired into. i Burdwan, Bankura, and Hooghly ; the other dis- 
tricts show an increase. ‘This section, to use a colloquial expression, is a good 
servant, but a bad master. On the one hand its provisions are very useful and 
well calculated to save the police much unnecessary trouble, if properly worked. 
At the same time it is the duty of Magistrates to see that the power given 
by it is not abused so as to lead to the easy and wholesale suppression of 
crime, and I have drawn the attention of some of the district officers to the 
matter. 
103, There was a raw of these im menenae in all the districts of 
yok the division; but the results of trials show a decided 
Bad livelihood cases, improvement. 
104, The number of licenses granted under the Act was 11,811 against 
RRS 11,103 ain the b agetan year. ‘The increase is 
Tae shared by all the districts. Arms are generally 
kept for self-protection or sport, but a considerable number of persons keep 
them as signs of respectability, while im the more jungly portion of the 
division, such as parts of Bankura, Birbhum, and Midnapore, they are really 
wanted to protect the crops against the incursions of wild animals. There were 
in all 181 prosecutions under sections 19-23 of the Act with 163 convictions 
against 210 prosecutions with 199 prosecutions in the preceding year. The 
decrease in prosecutions is no doubt due to some extent to a better appreciation 
by the ple of their responsibilities under the Act, but it is principally 
attributable 1o a desire ov the part of the district officers to avoid, as far as - 
possible, the institution of prosecutions, which were accordingly confined as a 
general rule to the worst cases. Out of fines imposed, amounting to Rs, 965, 
sums aggregating Rs. 186 were granted as rewards in all the districts of the 
division, except Midnapore, regarding which no information is available. 
Po facilitate the issue of licenses in Form VIII to persons living in the 
interior, the Magistrate of Burdwan has arranged to forward licenses through the 
subdivisional oficers—a procedure which is being adopted in other districts, 
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ts made on the subject by district officers, it is ver 









r either | police worked with different results in different districts, or 
their work was with very different eyes by the varions district 
~~ Mr. Inglis, late Magistrate of Burdwan, observes :—“ Charges of 


st * ery and corruption have been brought against a good many of the station 


age tre the standard of honesty in the force is far from being an elevated 
- one, 


e, Without exception I found station officers incapable of utilizing the 
services of the Rocoks 


dars, whose attendance was the reverse of satisfactory.” 


Mr. Allen, late Magistrate of Midnapore, observes that there was during the 
year an improvement in the oo of the force. Mr. Duke, late Magistrate 


of Hooghly, writes 


:—I should be inclined to say that the principal character- 


istic is want of fibre. The police in Hooghly are perhaps less actively mis- 

chievous than in some places, and they are similarly less energetic and inter- 

ested in their duties here than in some districts.” . Growse, late Magistrate 

of Birbhum, complains of want of enthusiasm on the pest of the district police, 
t 


which he ascribes to want of sympathy between the 


en District Superintend- 


ent and his subordinates—remarks which are endorsed by Mr. Drake-Brockman, 


the a. Magistrate. Mr. Grierson, Magistrate of 
con 


owrah, reports that the 


uct of the police was on the whole satisfactory, Mr. Vincent, Magistrate 
of Bankura, also gives the police of his district a good character. 

106. ‘I'o these criticisms I can add no comment of my own, but the 
following remarks are extracted from the notes left by Mr. Dutt:— 


“The additio 
Police. 


allowances granted 


nal grants allotted for improving the police of these 
provinces are likely to be attended with beneficial 
results, but the results are not yet apparent. The 
to station officers and to Court Sub-Inspectors are likely to 


attract a better class of men to these posts. It is a pity that this opportunity 
was not taken to abolish the post of fifth grade Sub-Inspectors altogether. 


That grade was, 


I believe, created some 15 years ago, and had the 


result of lowering the initial pay of a Sub-Inspector from Rs. 50 to Rs. 30. 
This, I think, was a move in the wrong direction. With the spread of English 
-education it is possible to get men with some English education on Rs. 30 or 
even on Rs, 20 a month, but it is not possible to get on that pay the class of 
_men whom we want as Sub-Inspectors and investigating officers. Their duties 
are very much more responsible than those of a clerk or even of a head-clerk, 
and require some strength of character, presence of mind, zeal for work, and 
agreat deal of judgment and cleverness. . Men possessing such qualifications 
will not enter service on Rs. 30 a month. If the post of fifth grade Sub- 
Inspector were abolished altogether, we could hope, by offering Rs. 50 as the 
initial pay and the allowances now granted, to enlist a superior class of men, 
such as are wanted for performing the work of station officers and Court Sub- 
Inspectors. 1 hope it may yet be found possible to make this change. 

107. “Court Sub-Inspectors are expected now to have some legal training 
and to be able to prosecute cases. District Magistrates generally think that they 
fail in this duty—at least in important cases. 1 do not think it possible for these 
officers, in addition to their other duties, to acquire such a knowledge of law 
and procedure as will enable them to prosecute important cases before Magis- 
trates when the ablest men in the local Bar are engaged for the defence. It is 
of importance, therefore, as I remarked in the Annual Administration Report 


for 1893-94, to ap 


* cases before subordinate M 


oint junior Government pleaders to prosecute all important 
istrates. They will be expected to study police 


s, to consult the District Magistrate and the District Superintendent of 


‘olice, if necessary, 


, and to place before tne court all the evidence for the prose- 


cution in the manner in w ich it should be placed. In the absence of such 

trained prosecutors, the trying Magistrate often fails to grasp the case for the 
prosecution, and failure of justice in important cases is often the result. 

108. “And lastly I must repeat a remark I made before that the whole 

police force of a district should be handled and guided more intelligently than is 

how done. A recent circular of the Government points out and condemns the 


- indiscriminate manner in which fines, and punishments are inflicted on pie 
officers, often for trifling reasons, and I am conyinved the stopping © 


this 


% 
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practipe will be productive of mo 200d nd will improve rea of the 
Thee On the other hand, eae cient or dishonest work pa 


per 


down more strictly than it is at present. Sub-Inspectors should fee ey 
are being judged by their work; they should feel a zeal for doing good, honest — 
work, and a confidence that their good work will be appreciated. I have not 
always found District Superintendents able to inspire their subordinates with 
this feeling, or to discriminate between eae workers and bad workers. And 
yet I feel sure this could be done, and that by handling the police foree with’ 
greater intelligence, with more sympathy and consideration, and also with more 
strictness in all important matters, it would be possible to inspire Sub-Inspectors 
with a zeal for doing good honest work, which at present does not generally 
exist.” . ; ue 
109. I believe that the removal of the defects pointed out in the foregoing 
paragraphs depends in a great measure upon the importation into the upper 
grades of the force of a better class of men, superior in point of social status and 
education to those which now form the bulk of them. The proposals of the 
Police Commission will, | trust, if carried out, gradually bring about this result. 
It is true that the initial pay of a Sub-Inspector, viz. Rs, 30, is in itself not much, 
but with allowances cad fair prospects of promotion it ought to be enough to 
attract such men as we want. consider the training school for Sub-Inspectors 
at Chinsura, to which I paid a visit of inspection in May last, to be an institution 
of great merit, and likely to improve materially the capacity of our Sub-Inspec- 
tors of the future. ‘The cadets are thoroughly instructed in every branch of a 
Sub-Inspector’s duties, and the plan on which this is done is a perfectly sound 
one. I have every hope that Sub-Inspectors thus trained will be more fitted 
to act as prosecuting and investigating officers tian the generality of those by 
whom that duty is now being performed. 1 attach much importance to a 
considerate and sympathetic treatment of their subordinates by District Super- 
intendents, not only for the sake of those already employed in the service, 
but as a means of attracting a better class of recruits. The matter is receiving 
attention at the hands of District Magistrates and District Superintendents 
throughout the division; and although complete figures on the subject are 
not available, unnecessary and inordinately severe punishments are as a rule 
avoided. 

110, Commissionors under section 48 of Act VI of 1870 for the resumption 
of chaukidari lands have been appointed, and some - 
progress in this matter has been made in eve 
district of the division, though the progress is not everywhere so great as it 
might have been. In Burdwan the number of Regulation chaukidars of all 
designations was 10,495, and that of Act VI chaukidars 328 up to the end of the 
calendar year. The Magistrate fears that on the abolition of the Regulation 
chaukidars they will be dispossessed of their lands by the zamindars, but this 
should not have prevented his predecessor from carrying out the transformation 
with greater vigour than he did. In Midnapore there were 4,400 Act VI chau- 
kidars against 5,000 chaukidars, paiks, &¢., under the Regulations. The 
pharidari lands are being resumed on the lines followed in Hooghly. In 
Bankura there were 1,773 chaukidars under Act VI and 801 under the egula- 
tions, besides a large number of ghatwals employed mostly as road putrols.. 
In Birbhum Act VI was introduced into 72 out of 2,625 villages and the 
lands of 220 chaukidars were resumed, There were 758 chaukidars under Act 
VI and 5,538 under Regulation XX. In Hooghly 289 Act V1 chaukidars were 
appointed during 1894 and 92 chakran chaukidars abolished. 

111., There is a strong consensus of opinion as to the inefficiency and 
incompetence of the Regulation chaukidars. “The only officer who differs from 
this view is Mr. Grierson, the Magistrate of Howrah, who considers Regulation 
chaukidars are best suited—at least for Howrah. He adds that ‘the best-worked 
thanas are those in which there are most chakran chaukidars.” 

112. The inutility of the ghatwali system, which exists in Burdwan 
Bankura, and Birbhum, has long been recognized, and steps were taken during 
the year towards the resumption of the ghatwali lands in Bankura, These 
uperations are still in progress, and it is hoped that by the end of the current year 
the obsolete, inconvenient, and useless ghatwali system may have been terminated 
in this district—at any rate in what are known as the ‘43 sarkari” ghats, ' 


Rural police. 
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Phe following ‘remarks on the rural police are quoted from Mr. Dutt’s 


(118. The folk 
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ah bes pearine-ee - invaders and local bad characters, and lands were 

assigned for the service. The necessity for the institution has long ceased 

' to exist, and the ghatwals have long degenerated into an idle, good-for-nothing 
Sea ae much of the dacoities and robberies in some districts like Bankura is 
a 


= oe 


ted to them or to their connivance. District Officers have recommended 
the abolition of the service for over a quarter of a century, and the first 
practical steps for carrying this recommendation into effect have been taken 
within the year under report. It is unnecessary to repeat here all that has 


been said in special reports on the subject as regards the measures which have 


“been adopted. Briefly, our plan is this: The lands which were detached from 
zamindaries for the maintenance of ghatwals are to be re-attached to the parent 
estates; the present ghatwals are to hold these lands on payment of a rent to 
the zamindars in lieu of the service now required of them; and one-half of the 
rental so obtained is to be paid by the zamindars to Government as the value 
of the service to which Government was entitled from the ghatwals. A Special 
Deputy Collector has been appointed to Bankura district to carry on work on 
these lines, and the completion of the work in two ghats in the district, viz. 
Bankadaha and Jaybelia, was reported before the end of the year.” 


XV.—CRIMINAL JUSTIOE. 
114, The total number of cases disposed of by the Stipendiary as well as 


the Honorary ates was 23,531 against 25,166 in the preceding year ; 
the latter disposing of over 37 per cent. of the total number. Out of 29,411 
accused in the ‘above cases, 20,470, or 69°5 
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cent,, were convicted against 
68°6 per cent. in the preceding year. ‘The subjoined tables show the number 


of cases decided by the Stipendiary and the Honorary Magistrates in each 
district and subdivision and the results of those cases:— 


A.—Cases before Stipendiary Magistrates. 











7 18814 leezl@? i212 )%.ie4le 
OA ARIAL 
ciara fea Hii ble legs | Ag 
be LE ULE gts) gb at 
1 2 ee Pe 


Pha i £4 
he Fe 


gui ti 


| 8, ry | 7,800 | 
Salaam oee Caml 
oan | ao Oro | | 1,084 


—. 


v 


¢ T: fi 
= 


| [a 
Ta | aacos | B,058 | 6-00 om) vi| 6 


oy 


ts 


gigi SS MI Sa he Baa aii x 
I Re is 
s m = : “ahs k a Bs - ; 














fer Has“ 
pur ve 
Hon 


os Magistrate 
ea sitting analy at 
Rampur Hat. 







Total 





Sadar 






Divisional ‘Total te iy 
1893, 


115. It will be seen from the above tables that the percentage of convictions 
in cases tried by Stipendiary Magistrates was more favourable, as is usually the 
case, than that in cases tried by Honorary Magistrates. The percentage in 
the former varies from 47-6 to 84:5, while in the latter it ranges from 28°5 to 
89:8. The worst percentage was returned by the Bankura Sadar Bench. 
The percentages returned es Kalna, the Rampur Hat, the Vishnupur and 
the Tamluk ches are bad, being much below 50. The best results 
are shown both by the Stipendiary and the Honorary Magistrates at Howrah. 
The unsatisfactory result of trials by the Benches in the district of Bankura 

__ is said to be mainly due to the fact that most of the cases made over to them 

"were of a petty nature and were often compounded either in or out of Court, 
but the Magistrate also notices an undue ten ency to acquit, 

116. The number of witnesses examined durin ‘the year was 58,455, of . 
whom 2,267, or a little over 3 oe. cent., were detained over two days against 4°3 
in the peneres year. The Stipendiary Magistrates detained 3°7 per cent. and 
the Honorary tes 4-4 per cent. of the witnesses for more than two days, 
These figures indicate an improvement as compared with the previous year, 
and show that with a few exceptions the i a enerally take care to 

ischarge a witness on his first appearance. ‘The Dengean in the districts of © 
Burdwan and Bankura show a tendency to procrastinate proceedings, which 
is by no means commendable. The Magistrate of Bankura explains that this 
state of things was chiefl brought about by the absence on account of illness 


or other cause of particular Honorary Magistrates who partly heard some of the 
ca 


ses. 
117. The Benches at the head-quarter stations of Burdwan and Howrah 
sat daiy during the year. 
118. The abolition of the Hooghly and the Bansberia Munici Benches 
_ and their amalgamation with the Ho General 
Benchon Bench was effected on the 1st May 1894. The first 
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and second Benches at Serampore were reconstituted and additional H. 
: were peered The Municipal Benches at Midnapore, Tamlue, 
bolished during the year. che prewite of forming a depend- 
ent Bench at Contai . ern some of the Hono Magistrates of the 
Ferree ve Bench with a Stipen: lary Magistrate to saat, over them has been 

ued. 

119. The followi shows the attendance of the H 

agistrates of each Bench in the distriete of thie Dinna dering tha seen 
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As noticed last year, there has been ‘a gradual improvement in the 
attendance, of Honorary Magistrates in all the districts, except Bankura and 
Howrah, which show a falling off. The attention of Honorary Magistrates has 
been repeatedly drawn to the necessity of regular attendance and to the incon- 
venience caused to their colleagues and to parties and witnesses by their absence 
without previous intimation, but I regret to observe that the number of 
absences without leave or notice far exceeds that of those with leave or after 
notice. Some of the Honorary Magistrates in Bankura and Howrah continued 
to be irregular in attendance, notwithstanding the repeated warnings of the 
District Officers, and in Howrah several of these gentlemen have since resicned 
at Mr. Grierson’s suggestion. There are, however, many honourable exceptions, 
among whom may be mentioned Shahzada Amiruddin’ Mohammed and Babus 
Kedar Nath Nath aad Bhudeb Chatterjee, whom the Magistrate of Hoo hly 
commends for the regularity of their attendance and the zeal displayed b 
them in their work. On the whole, the Honorary istrates worked we 
during the year, They took a fair share in the criminal administration of 
the Division and rendered very useful assistance by relieving Stipendiary 
Magistrates of a large amount of work. I have no doubt that the quality of 
their work will improve with experience, and that in time it will be possible to 
entrust them generally with larger an is now the case. 
120. Mr. Duke, istrate of Hooghly, brought to notice the difficulty of 
tting police officers well up in law and ns! oir to prosecute cases before the 
Ravistraten: This difficulty, which is also felt elsewhere, is due to the fact that 
uently just as _a Court Sub-Inspector acquires sufficient experience to be 
seful really efficient in this du, his turn for promotion comes, and he 
is transferred to some other post, More than one scheme has been proposed to 
remove the difficulty, and the matter is still under consideration: separate pro- 
posals will be submitted if I find them to be necessary, 
121. Fines amounting to Rs. 93,271 were imposed during the year against 
ace Rs. 96,219 in the preceding year. Including 
Binge. Rs, 34,284, which sum represents the balance out- 
standing at the elose of the year 1893, the total realisable demand amounted to 
Rs. 1,27,555, of which Rs. 80,406 were realised and Rs, 17,301 remitted during the 
year, leaving an outstanding balance of Rs. 29,848 at its close. Midnapore shows 
the heaviest balance of unrealised fines. A large portion of the fines imposed in 
excise cases in Bankura and Hooghly will have to be written off as irrecoverable. 
Mr. Vincent, Magistrate of Bankura, observes that he has found the punishments 
imposed in these cases as a rule unduly light and frequently inadequate. He 




















5 
recommends that the Excise Act should be so amended as to ronder or ; 
ment awardable for a first offence. He adds that the majority of the offend 
in his district are fined, and go to jail when unsble to pay the fines, and that all — 
subsequent attempts to realise them necessarily: etal great hardship on their 
families. Mr. Dutt, Magistrate of Hooghly, also mentions that the defaulters 
are often men of no substance and have no assets, and that as the offenders 
in opium cases aro generally residents of French Chandernagore, it is difficult 
to realise the fines due from them. No explanation has been offered by the 
Magistrate of Midnapore of the heavy outstanding balance in his district. 
T have drawn the attention of the Magistrates to this matter, and have asked 
them to write off after proper enquiry fines which are really irrecoverable, 


XVI.—REGISTRATION OF DEEDS. 


=. 128, .."The subjoined table shows at a glance the chief features of the 
administration of the Registration Department in the various districts of this 
Division during each of the last two years:— 


A ’ 1894-95, 
Distaict, wos bd Number - 
vo | mee | meceipta, | Bxpentt trait 
ment. 
‘ | 5 6 7 8 ° 


Bs. Re. Bs. 


Bs. 
Burdwan 24,601 | 16,601 96,774 41,517 25,401 16,026 


(20,668 “8198 17,878 18,047 10,623 8,024 


Bankura 10464 9,381 * 92,507 22,212 14,325 7,87 
Miduapore ws. 95,883 | 26,178 9) «67,922 |) 62,041 98,965, 23,176 
Hooghly + 18,089 11000 | ‘shee | on. | 9,008 | 20,81¢ 
Howrab y anjoor |} aasis |. ayant 21,206 10,172 








" ov oe f 11,084 
| 118 B 116,310 - $9,120 | 191,640 fame | 1,198,741 75,608 


123. The figures show asteady increase in the paper of deeds, The 
increase during the year under report was contributed by all the districts, except 
Bankura, which shows a decrease, In the absence of any jecial cause for this 
advance, we may be permitted to fall bavk upon the stock explanation that the 
increase is due generally to the greater appreciation by the public of the 
advantages of registration, and in particular in Burdwan to the facility for 
registration afforded by the opening of two more registry offices, ‘The reduction 
of the ad valorem fees from. 12 to 8 annas may also partly account for the 
increase in the number of registrations, ‘thougt I personally do not believe 
that the 4 annas which haye now been taken off ever deterred any one who 
wishod to do.so from registering a deed. The decrease in the number of 


registrations in Bankura is probably one of the results of the good harvests of 
the year and the consequent diminution of loan transactions, As thas 

124, There was a falling off in the receipts im all the districts, except 
Burdwan and Hooghly, due to reduction of ad valorem fee. The incre 
expenditure. in Burdwan, Midnapore, and H “is accounted for by the 
increased rate 6f commission allowed to Sub-Registtars for the large number of 
deeds registered during the heat and also by the entertainment in Hooghly 
of extra establishment under stration Circular No. 22 of 1893, ; 

125, The system of taking thumb impressions to secure identi of the 
executants has been tried in some offices, and the cautious opinion is offered that 
in time it may prove efficacious. “It has been so conspicuously successful in 
the identification of criminals that I lave no doubt whatever ‘that it should be 






rtme nection it is in’ 

of - ulse person ion at the che td 
subdi was obtained mainly on the thumb 
o! : Another ‘case of false personation occurred in 
wi o two persons implicated have been convicted. 







ITION OF THE DIVISION AS REGARDS LAND AND LAND REVENUE 
BG et fos tinsld hoe ADMINISTRATION. 

126. There was no change in the system of administering the land revenue, 
The total number of estates exceeded that of the previous year by 25, the 


Bra 
f increase being mg due to the resumption and settlement of pharidari lands 
Hoogh! 


in Burdwan and . The total demand in the several districts of the 
Division was Rs. 86,31,768, of which Rs. 82,47,986 were collected and 
Rs. 7,725 remitted, et a balance of Rs. 3,76,057. The percentage of total 
collection on total demand was, practically the samie as that of 1893-94, being 
955 against 95°2. The percentage of collections in Burdwan, Birbhum, and 
Bankura was over 99 per cent. In Hooghly it fell from 97 to 96°8, while in 
Midnapore it was only 88'1 per cent. The falling off in Hooghly was nominal, 
being due to a sum of Rs. 20,021 vga been received by transfer receipt too 
late to be credited within the year. The decrease in Midnapore was chiefly 
in class III (estates under direct management), and is attributed partly to the 
failure of the winter paddy in certain khas mahals in consequence of heavy 
rainfall and partly to bad collections. I am inclined to think that the present 
system of collection in these a requires reform. 

127. The following remarks on the khas mahals in the Division are quoted 
from the notes left by Mr. Dutt :— 


“The number of khas mahals in Hooghly district, including Howrah, is 
= over 300, and proposals have been submitted for the 
me Saaecicrae sale of 240 of these and the partial sale of 4. The 
largest estate in the Division under our direct administration is the Majna- 
mutha estate in Midnapore. ‘The collection work is in the hands of a special 
officer, who works under the supervision of the Subdivisional Officer. A 
difficulty in the realisation*of arrears arises from the fact that transfers of 
holdings effected by raiyats are not registered by them, and our registers are 
therefore not up to date. When we take out a certificate against a defaulter 
according to the name recorded in our registers, we often find that the man 
named has long ceased to be the owner of the holding. ‘The certificate under 
the circumstances is valueless, because only the right and interest of the judg- 
ment-debtor named in a certificate Ute not the holding) can be sold in execu- 
tion thereof. Both Mr. Power and I were of opinion that in such cases we 
should go to the Civil Court and get rent decrees to sell up the holdings, and 
the Subdivisional Officer of Contai has been advised accor mg In spite of 
these and other difficulties the Subdivisional Officer, Babu Jaga Bandhu Bhatta- 
charjee, has successfully administered this large Government estate, and 
manages one of the heaviest subdivisions in Bengal with great ability, vigour 
and judgment.” 

128. The number of estates and shares of estates in this Division governed 
by the sale laws was 21,192, and taking the numbey of instalments in which their 
revenue was payable at about three each, the number of opportunities for 
default was Dont 60,000. In only 1,387 instances, or 2 per cent. of the 
whole, did estates and shares of estates became liable to sale during the year 
for non-payment of Government dues. Out of this number only 123, or 8° 
sducanenalls sold against 137, or 7°6 per cent., in the irs coe has These 

show that the sale laws were administered in the Division with great, if 
not exeessive, moderation. 

129. The cess demand during the year was Rs, 10,97,705 against 

bh shia iT ae Rs. 10,59,814 in 1893-94, showing an increase of 
Road and public works cesses. 1, 37.891. The demand incyeased in the districte 
of Burdwan, Birbhum, and Hooghly, and decreased in Bankura and Midnapore. 
The increase in Burdwan is mainly due to’an increase in the demand from coal 
mines and in Birbhum and Hooghly to the revaluations having been given 








ct to last year. The demand in Hooghly 
objections against double assessments, increase 
dis of. e decrease in Bankura is too smal oXp 
and that in Midnapore is ascribed to permanent abatements. The 
collections show some improvement; the percent’ of balance was reduced 
from 192 to 18:9. The improvement is confined to the districts of Birbhum, 
Bankura, and Midnapore; Burdwan and Hooghly showing a falling off in the 
collections. No satisfactory explanation has been given of the decrease in 
the former district. In Hooghly it is said to be due to the inclusion at the 
last revaluation of rent-free holdings paying cess up to one rupee in Part IV of © 
the zamindars’ returns. In the case of many such holdings no ents have ~ 

et been made either by the zamindars or by the owners of the Poldings. The 
atter have been directed not to pay cess into the treasury direct, while 
the zamindars do not seem to have received any revised or additional rolls for 
holdings thus included, so that they are ignorant of what they have to pay on 
account of them, 

130. I reproduce below’the remarks which Mr. Dutt has left on the 
revaluation operations in the Division :— 

“The work of revaluation had been completed in Birbhum and Hooghly 
before the commencement of the year under report, 
and was in progress during the year in Burdwan, 
Bankura, and Midnapore. It was completed in Burdwan within the year. 

‘Advantage was taken of this revaluation to incorporate all petty rent-free 
tenures of the annual value of less than Rs. 100 in some districts and of less 
than Rs. 50 in other districts in the’parent estates. In Birbbum, I believe, such 
tenures of all values have been so incorporated, while in Hooghly only tenures 
of the annual value of less than Rs. 16 have been incorporated. 

“The inclusion of petty tenures in the parent estates is a move in the right 
direction. It saves us the trouble of collecting small cesses from tens of 
thousands of tenure-holders, and it saves the tenure-holders from much 
harassment consequent on our system of collection. In Burdwan district the 
number of such petty rent-free tenures was said to be about 40,000, but many 
of these tenures, reckoned as single tenures, comprised lands in different villages, 
and if each separate holding was separately numbered, the total number would 
probably come to a 100,000. It is perfectly obvious that our system is 
unsuited to the task of realising small cesses from such enormous numbers of 
petty tenure-holders in each district, and the best thing under the circumstances 
was to include the petty holdings in the parent estates, and this has’ been 
done. 

“TI only regret that this has not been done in Hooghly district to the same 
extent as in other districts. AsI have stated above, only tenures under the 
annual value of Rs. 16 have been included in the parent estates in Hooghly, 
and this leaves on our hands the task of collecting cesses from about 16,000 
tenure-holders, paying one rupee or upwards annually as cesses. The thing 
was done before the commencement of the year under report, but the facts 
have since been brought to the notice of the Board of Revenue, and the 
question of re-opening the work with a view to the inclusion of the petty 
tenures up to the value of Rs, 40 is now under consideration. 


“Tn Bankura district it came out during my inspection of the revaluation 
office that the Deputy Collector, Babu Bipin Bihari Pramanik, had in numerous 
instances treated petty cultivating raiyats as tenure-holders for the purposes of 
the revaluation, ‘This brought about an increase in the assessment, but was 
wholly illegal; and under the orders of the Board of Revenue the mistake is 
now under correction, Suspecting that the same incorrect procedure mi 
have been followed in other districts also, I issued the requisite instructions 
to all District Officers. When I visited Midnapore district some months after 
this, I noticed with regret that the Deputy Collector, Baba Jagat Chandra 
Shome, had not only made the same mistake as had been committed in Bankura, 
but that he had persisted in the mistake in spite of the instructions issued, 
or aaee Alger pet left the district before my arrival there, and the 
explanation he forwarded to me was wholly unsatisfactory. i 
mistakes to be corrected by his successor. - +2 ae = 
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Road cess revaluation. 

















ly, 91 rd ; 
d Midnapore within the current year.” 
With Relacends to the above remarks ‘it remains for me to-add that 
ike, the late Collector of Hooghly, has in an able, thorough and Jucid 
“memorandum successfully defended the system pursued in his district for 
‘assessing petty tenures, and has shown to the complete satisfaction of the Board 
that a revision of the assessments so as to include in the parent estates a larger 
number of petty tenures is both unnecessary and inadvisable. It should also 
“be added that further enquiries into the revaluation proceedings in Midnapore 
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have disclosed more irregularities which have been reported to the Board of , 
Revenue for orders. I fear that the correction of them, which must be under-. 


taken, will still further delay the revaluation of this important district. 
132,. The examination of the tauzi accounts in Burdwan and Hooghly, 
Sa Se Gade which is being paca by a special establishment 
rR ty ne 2? ~~ sanctioned for the purpose, has brought to light nu- 
Saath oti Bordwan and Hooghly." serous mistakes ead: trace in Sac py ab and 
carrying forward balances in the estates ledger, The result of the enquiries, 
so far as they have proceeded, has been to show that large amounts are due 
to Government both on account of short payments and of misappropriations, 
; 133. As an instance of these, it may be mentioned that the Hon’ble 
Mr. C. C. Stevens, the Senior Member of the Board, when inspectin during 
Maych 1895 the working of the special establishment entertained in ooghly, 
found that the accounts of two estates belonging to the French Government 
showed regular credits of land revenue in 1883-84, 1884-85, and 1885-86 in the 
ledger, but _no corresponding credits in the accountant’s register of land revenue 
receipts. The register of letters issued showed that receipts were given to the 
French Government from the tauzi office. On further examination of the 
accounts of these two estates the Collector reports that revenue was paid by the 
French Government in accordance with the following procedure. After the 
. close of every quarter the treasury officer used to write a letter to the French 
Government enclosing a receipt for the amount of revenue due, and asking 
that the amount might be paid to the tauzi navis who was the bearer of the 
letter, and whose duty it then was to bring the money and credit it into the 
treasury. The payments on account of these estates as shown by the tauzi 
navis in the ledger are not traceable in the accountant’s register of land reve- 
nue receipts—a fact which leaves little room for doubt that the money, though 
actually realised, has been misappropriated by the tauzi navis, and not paid 
into the treasury. The total amount realisable on account of these estates from 
1881-82 to 1892-93 is Rs. 16,005, of which only Rs. 8,832 have been traced as 
credited into the treasury in the accountant’s register of Land Revenue re- 
ceipts. The difference, viz. Rs. 7,178, isevidently the amount misappropriated. 
The Board haye recently authorised the institution of criminal proceedings 
ainst those concerned in receiving the money from the French Government. 
The result will be reported in due course. 
134, No important settlement of Government estates was effected during 
the year. The settlement of the 18 temporarily- 
a agg settled estates of Pataspur in the district of Midna- 
pore under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act is still in progress. The 
settlement of the ghatwali lands in Bankura was undertaken during the year 
under the supervision of a Deputy Collector, This settlement is one of great 
interest and importance, as it aims at nothing less than the abolition of the 
old service tenures by which the ghatwals have held their lands for abouta 
century, the substitution of ordinary village police in place of the ghatwals, and 
the settlement of the service lands with the zamindar, the ghatwal dropping 
into the status of an ordinary raiyat in most cases with occupancy rights. By 
the introduction of the Village Chaukidari Act VI (B.C.) of 1870, chakran 
lands are being transferred to zamindars in all districts. As has already been 
noticed in paragraph 110 above, the process of conversion has not been so rapid 
as it should have been in some districts. n : . 
135. The number of certificates pending from the previous year was 


> 


23,325; the number filed during the year was 28,761 — 


_ Public Demands Recovery Act. oginst 30,711 in the preceding year, showing a 






seers acne err 
E : “to” } ; bi bet 
( @ is attributed to the acpi imposed ake ‘ 
for the recovery of arrears of cesses due from petty rent-free h 
The disposals were in advance of the institutions in those two districts, but the 
Feverse was the case in other districts. It is satisfactory to notice that out 1 
29,857 cases disposed of recourse was had to the extreme measure of sale in 
465 cases only, which is equivalent to.a percentage of 1:89. In nearly Bat ‘ 
*eént. of the cases in which certificdtess were issued, the demands were isfied 
“on mere issue of notices. , re 
136. Mr. Dutt has left thé followitig remarks on the working of the Act:— 
“The principal defects in the working of this Act were pointed out by me 
in the Annual Administration Report for 1893-94. Provisions have been made 
in the amended Act, whith has lately been passed by the Bengal Council, to 
femove these defects. ‘T'o prevent the indiscrithinate issue of certificates, a pro- 
vision has been made requiring the Certificate Officer to satisfy himself as to the 
justness of the demand in each case, and it is pro sed to issue executive orders 
requiring a post-card to be sent to the defaulter before a certificate ismade. The 
District Collector has also been allowed some discretion in the service of notices 
and, if he thinks fit to do so, ho'ean direct that such notices will be issued 
through the post office.” ph vert: ° 
137. Operations uhdér the Partition Act are practically unknown in this 
Division. “Thrée cases were mstituted, however, 
p duriig the year in Burdwan. Out of the two cases 
ponding in ranted from previous years, the final report of one has recently 
een received, and the other jnstitutéd in 1892-93 is still pending. - 
138. The number of applitations during’ the year was 8,135 against 3,387 
Rcidicebisatiee in 1893-94. The decrease was principally in Ban- 
arene “kura, whore it’ fell from 664 to 398. This decrease 
is attributed to measures taken in previous years to enforce registration of changes 
of interest, but this explanation assumes that there is some relation between the 
number of transfers and the number of registrations. I fear that there is 
nothing of the kind, and the negligence of proprietors in registering their names 
is illustrated by the fact that over 200 notices had to be issued under section 65 
of the Land Registration Act in each of the districts of Burdwan, Midnapore 
and Hooghly. When it is remembered that these were cases in which the 
transfer had’ come to the Colléctot’s notice, it may be inferred how great is the 
number of transfers of which he has no cognizance. I am glad to be able to 
report that Sub-Registrars have reported a large number of omissions to a ply 
in time for registration. Several cases also were r orted by Deputy Col ec: 
tors in charge of road cess and land registration, but a few cases only were 
brought to notice by the Civil Courts, The fees realised in the Division 
fering the year amounted to Rs, 748. 
139. Act X of 1870 was répedled in March 1894 By Act I of 1894. 
Proceedings for the acquisition of a total of 99 
; * acres of land in’ the several districts of this Divi- 
sion were confirmed by the Board. The most important of the projects in 
4. Ranh ennin at Anatoly) eae. ousi' hich proceedings were confirmed are noted in the 
2: Staff quarters at Asansol, margin. The total cost of aéquisition was Rs. 55,096. 
8. Beengal Nagpur Rallwey.«. Annual abatements of revenue, amounting to 
earns scheme. on Rs. 17-4-10, were allowed’ 6n account of land 
4, Construction of a chins acquired for Goveriiment, and Rs, 1-13-9. and 
---aagore. “to Gop! R&, 2-5-6 in respect of land acquired for niunicipali- 
6. Railway station at Radhana- ties and railways, respectively. The average cost 
a per acre of land was Rs. 556 against Rs. 470 in 
the preceding year. The increase in the average was due to the high price 
. 83,552) paid in one case for 30 acres of land required at-Asansol, partl 
for a rest camp, and partly for the staff quarters of the Bengal-N: Rail- 
- way. During the proceedings for the acquisition ‘of a parcel of land in 
. Serampore required for the intake of the Howrah water-works, Mr. Graham, 
a Barrister-at-Law, and a tenant of premises which had to be acquired, 
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t (groutid' that the notice rv : 
‘the heading “ Act X or eae 


. The 
d on the receipt of his opinion that the proceedings were le, session was. 
n of the house. Mr. Graham has further sent notice-of os pst am Mr. Duke. 
the late Collector of Hooghly, and Mr. Fischer, late Subdivisional Officer of 

‘Serampore, claiming damages for trespass and other misdemeanours. 
- 140. The Act seems uct ont oreo ae and. without sel it in 
hey ‘the districts is Division, except Midnapore 
Fane ie Bleiell ietiay where there was a considerable dabbat of activity 

patie | applying under section 40 for the. commutation: 

of rents in kind to money rents, - Whitmore, late District Judge of 
Birbhum, remarks:— Hitherto, every year, since the passing of the Tenancy 
Act, has yielded a-higher and still higher percentage of defended suits to 
undefended, but a change took place in the year under review. Not onl 
was there a smaller number of institutions, but there was also. a falling o 
in the proportion of defended cases.” ‘This may be the result of the settlement 
and record of rights which have been carried on for several years. 

141. As noticed above, the number of applications filed nnder section 40 
of the Act was very large in Midnapore, being 250 against 2 in the preceding 
year. As far as I ean discover no dispute between landlord and tenant set the 
current of agricultural feeling in this direction, but the increase in institutions 
appears to be due to the fact that the rates of money rent fixed in certain of the 
earlier cases were considered to be advantageous to the raiyats, and a rush ° 
was made to take advantage of what were considered the favourable provisions 
of this section. These cases have aroused a good deal of interest in Midnapore, 
and, as Mr. Bompas who tried most of them has pointed out, seem likel 
to produce an agricultural’ revolution in the district. Appeals have been 
filed in about 80 per cent. of these cases, and, as most of them are pend- 
ing in my Court, it would be improper for me to offer any further remarks 
on the merits of the movement. I may add, however, that to the best of 
~ my belief the raiyat has been the original applicant in every instance, and the 
appellant has ly been the landlord. 

142, Mr. Dutt has left the following remarks on the general working of 
the Act in the Division :— ae 

“In my report for the Burdwan Division for the year 1893-94, I brought 
to the notice of Government some instances in which the insecurity of a 
raiyat's right to his homestead land had come prominently to notice. A further 
enquiry into the matter was directed, and the facts, as far as they have been 
ascertained, have been now placed before the Board of Revenue. 

“There were many applications during. the year for survey and settle- 
ment under the Tenancy Act. Most of these app ications were for the survey 
of very small areas, sometimes only a few hundred bighas, and often compris- 
ing scattered plots away from the district. head-quarters, It does not seem 
that zamindars are anxious to have large estates surveyed under the provisions 
of the law, and the obvious inference is that no real difficulty in settling and 
realising rents is generally felt in these parts, It is only in cases of pet 
villages where a Siapate has been going on, or where the landlord is a new- 
comer or an auction-purchaser, that the assistance of the law is invoked. 

“The number of lications for the commutation of rents into money 
suddenly increased in Midnapore district during the last cold weather, and a 
large number of appeals were filed from the judgment of the lower Court to 
the Commissioner. Such cases are expected to multiply in backward parts 
where rent is still paid in kind. The price of paddy increases as new means 
of communication are opened out, and . is “ the interest of the cultivator to 
have the rent commuted into money once for all. Bs 

importance coming under the description of embankments 

{148 80 work ob Poe ecocated in any of the districts of this Division 
(on during 1894-95. In Birbhum "eas of the ce 
need for the repair of a schedule D embankment at Muham- 
aac ed genes ate Sear atta yeh? the year, viz. Rs. 71 princi- 
pal and Rs. 94 interest, were realised. In Bankura an embankment con- 
structed by certain zamindars within the prohibited area of the Damodar 
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system as well as under the Embankment Act, ‘The period of the con- 


tract for 20 years expired in 1893-94, and an extension of the Phare over a 
further period of seven years from 1894-95 has been tioned, but has nc “ay 
yet come into operation. In Hooghly out of Rs. 24,8 realisable on account — 
of certain works, Rs. 618 were realised from the recorded proprietors. Rupees _ 
995 due from the Burdwan Raj estate will be adjusted under the agreement 
with the proprietor of that estate, and the balance is in course of realisation, —__ 
/ 144, There are four drainage schemes in this Division, all in the district of 
, Hooghly, viz., those of Dankuni, Howrah, Rajapur, — 
Pigg and Amta. The first three have been completed, 
and the last is still under the consideration of the Public Works Depart-. 
ment, j 
145. The not recoverable demand on account of the original cost including 
maintenance charges up to the time of capitalisation” 
rape Tr any was Rs. 5,06,642: this sum was collected about two. 
years ago, and the accounts which were in great confusion were examined and 
adjusted, except in two cases which are still pending. As soon as these two 
cases have been disposed of the accounts of the original cost will be finall 
closed. ‘I'he capitalised maintenance ch of this project were Rs. 65,342. 
of which the sum of Rs. 60,923 was collected between January 1891 and. 
March 1895. The collection of the balance will be made within the estimated 
period of six years allowed for the purpose. : 
146. The net recoverable demand both for original cost and capitalised 
sia i i maintenance charges was Rs, 5,24,924, and the 
prateas amount collected up to the close of March 1895 was’ 
Rs, 53,992, the amount covered by engagements being Rs. 1,31,969, The 
ayments due on account of the petty rent-free holdings included in this project 
ia been assessed on the zamindars under the provisions of section 50 of the 
Drainage Act, but an appeal against assessment on this principle has been pre- 
ferred oy Maharaja Sir yptantss Mohan Tagore, and is pending before the 
Board. Other landholders who have been similarly assessed are watching the 
result of the case, 
147. The survey operations in this scheme were completed during. the 
pia . year and the records were prepared. Preliminary 
ae taracecar apportionments have also been made and confirmed 
by the Drainage Commissioners, 
148. A sum of Rs. 26,500 was allotted to this Division, and was distributed 
Advances under tho Land Im. ®mong the several districts, except Birbhum, accord- 
proyeae and Agriculturists ing to their requirements. Out of the large sum 
Abts, allotted only Rs. 11,600 were adyanced, viz., 
Rs. 11,350 under the Land Improvements Act and Rs. 250 in Burdwan under 
the Agriculturists Loans Act. Very few applications were made, as the 
excellent barvest of the year enabled the people to carry out improyements out 
of their own sources and to obtain adyanges from local money-lenders, The . 
amount realisable during the year was Rs, 50,961, of which Rs. 35,323 were 
collected and Rs, 1,317 remitted, leaying a balance of Rs. 14,821. The | 
balances were highest in the districts of Burdwan and Bankura. In Hooghly 
the demand was collected in full, and in Midnapore out of a demand of 
Rs. 8,637, Rs, 8,320 were collected, leaving a balance of Rs, 316 only, ‘The 
whale Be the unrealised balance is in course of realisation under the certificate’ 
procedure, ; ‘ 


XVIUL—ATTACHED ESTATES, INCLUDING COURT OF “WARDS, 


149. The following note recorded by Mr. Dutt on the Attached and Court 
of Wards’ estates in the Division is so full that I have little to add to it beyond 
supplying particulars in connection with the estates released during the year 
in the district of Midnapore ;— hicics 

Raja Ban Bthari Kapur continued to be the sole manager of the 

Burdwan Raj estate, which is under the manage, 
Brvinvess ment of the Court of Wards, ‘The Raja is keenly 














ale a Gi Thad SOR RSG Aabikd, bad stele tact, “abifity, acid jud 
cece si yement shows signs of Sead teapeosoasane” ipa ta acti 





h rf improvement, specially in the matter of accounts and 

exponditure. Advances made several years ago and found irrecoverable are 

being written off now, but much time is taken by the Manager’s office in the 
submission of the remission statements. Much time is also ph in submitting 
explanations called for by the Audit Deputy Collector who audits the Raj estate 

accounts, and it is not seldom found that expenditure has been irregularly 
ineurred under the head of advances or some similar heads. Sigus of gradual 
improvement are perceptible, however, in all these matters. 

“A European’ companion has been ae for the young Maharaj 
Kumar. He is an intelligent boy, but it is desirable that he should at this age 
take a lively. interest in games or active exercises or other healthy pursuits. 
He seems to be moving too much in a prescribed narrow grove, and I doubt 
if this is the best training that could be given to a healthy, active lad. 

“The work of settlement of the Burdwan Raj khas mahals was going on 
during the year, and is nearly completed. Babu Sukumar Haldar is the Settle- 
ment Officer. The Manager does not seem to estimate the benefits of this 
settlement very highly. The settlement of ghatwali lands in Bankura district 
with the Raj estate is also proceeding, and, as I have stated elsewhere, the 
work has been completed with regard to two fists Bankadaha and Jaibelia, 
Deputy Collector Babu Jnan Sankar Sen who is doing this work has shown tact, 
ability and judgment. . . 

‘‘Sujamutha estate in Midnapore district has been a source of loss to the 
Raj estate from year to year. After a great deal of trouble an amicable settle- 
ment was effected with the raiyats by Raja Ban Behari Kapur some four years 
ago, and the Settlement Officer accepted the arrangement. The crops of the 
estate have, howeyer, been seriously damaged year after year since that date, 
and the realisation is therefore exceedingly poor. The Manager seriously 
doubts whether it is worth while rg om this estate for the Raj. 

“The Maliara estate in awd men vart ae Bankura has been excellently 

manag the Manager, Babu Chunder Kumar 

Bevkara and Howrsh. Ghosh, atte deserves rita credit for his work. 
Sankarpur estate in Howrah is managed from the Rajshahi Division. 

, ‘The estates named below were released from the administration of the 
Court of Wards during the year under report in 
wens tines Midnapore district :— 

** This estate was released on the application of the mother of the minor 

it proprietor. Both the Collector and ak prede- 

Mehosper. cessor, Mr. Dutt, were satisfied that the lady was 

perfectly competent, with the help of her father, to manage the property. The 
estate had no encumbrances when it was released. 

* Our management of this estate has been most unfortunate. When we took 

: charge of the estate it was valued at Rs, 52,329, 

Belki estate. and its ljabilities amounted to Rs. 10,248. We 

sold portions of the estate till its value was reduced to Rs. 22,422, and yet 
all we could do was to reduce the debt to Rs, 10,216 only. To add to our 
difficulties, the aunt of the minor instituted a suit for possession of half of 
the estate, and her claim was considered valid by the Government Pleader. 

Suits were also brought by some of the creditors. When affairs had come to 
this pass, the minor proprietor, who was 18 years of age at the time, and seemed 
to possess a competent knowledge of zamindari business, applied for the release 
of the estate, which was accordingly made over to him. ? 

“The management of this estate was equally disastrous to the proprietor. 

When brought under the Court of Wards in 1881 

Baraberia Estete. - it was valued at Rs, 60,175. When released in 

; h last on the minor attaining his majority, the estate was worth Rs. 9,890 
_ only with liabilities amounting to Rs. 10,216. 

«This estate was a ed for non-payment of Government revenue 

due from a Court of Ward’s estate which had 

a REORTaPNGR been released in 1893-04, After full satisfaction 


pf the Government demand the estate was released on thy 23rd February Jast. 


* 


* 






_ “Among the-estates which have been left on our hands, Malighati and: 
Turka are large and solvent estates, and each of these slang 
rate’ Manager. Ihave been pleased with the work of the of the 
Turka estate; but have had to find fault with the Manager of the Malighati 
estate’ on’ more than one occasion during the year in connection? with his! 
administration. 

“It is a pity that the Jambanii estate was ever brought under our adminis-- 
tration. The estate’ was deeply involved in debts: and: litigation, and: the: 
mother of the minor. was competent to manage it and desired to manage’ it,. but: 
her prayer was rejected, and the estate was’ brought under our management, 
arly in the year there was'a case before the District Judge about! a‘ will 
supposed to'have been left by the minor’s: father. The will was not found’ te: 
be genuine, and een grovel pa? Poa the as rie mother applied 
tothe Board‘for release e property on the ground of her competency to: 
manage it and on other . I recommended the release, both pee ho 
I'found her on examination to be familiar with zamindari work, and: because 
I-thought she could deal with the numerous pending cases more economi= 
cally and perhaps successfully than we could. I also took exception to the: 
conditions on which the Collector had granted a lease of the indigo lands in 
the estate immediately after assuming administration of the estate. Before 
the Board of Revenue passed any orders in the matter, one of the pending: 
cases, which’ we were managing for the minor in Midnapore, was decided! 
against the minor, and the result of this decision was that the whole of the’ pro 
perty passed to the plaintiff, and the estate which we had undertaken to 
administer for the minor disappeared, so far as that minor was concerned, The 
plaintiff further obtained the orders of the Civil Court to obtaim ion of 
the whole: zamindari, and if these orders stand, we are out of possession, 
and our administration comes to a violent end. This was the state of things 
at the owe the year. ne ee 

“For some years: past our administration of sev estates brought under 
the Court of Wards :in Midnapore district has not been as successful = it ought 
to be; and several estates have been released in a very involved or in a hope- 
lessly insolvent condition. The administration of the year under report is not 
@ bright exception to this rule.” ’ 


XIX.—EXGOISH. 


150. The total number of shops of all kinds settled during the year was 
2,983 against 2,938 and 2,827 in the two preceding years. The figures for 
1893-94 as compiled from the district reports show an increase of 8 shops as. 
compared with those given in the Divisional General Administration Report for 
that year, viz.,7 in Howrah under head Tari and 1 in Birbhum under that of 
Imported Hg : , : 

Hee |) | e settlement of tari shops by ‘auction has been abandon 
Madras system: of taxing each a a te tree has been rae Pa 
introduced, The Collector of Burdwan states that no real progress has been. 
made in the matter. Mr. Grierson, however, observes that some further pro- 
gress was made during the year in the introduction of the system. Licenses 
were settled on applications accompanied by schedules showing the number 
and position of the date and palmyra trees that a vendor intended to ta: during 
the year, and a condition was inserted in the license forbidding the me the: 
ae = any — _ cateent in the cele As. there were several candi- 

ates for one shop, the licenses were settled with, the person turned the 
baer hegre of sore in his schedules, Ay oe “ 

152": ." total excise revenue of the Division derived from urces 
amounted to Rs, 12,32,360 during the year against Rs. 11,72,190 in ae 
vious year, showing in the aggregate an increase of Rs. 60,170. The rise 
in the gh was goaeral ander all heads except. Tari and Ganja The 
increase of revenue from pachwai and country spirit was ve: ‘ 
receipts being Rs. 2,57,627 and Rs, 3,31,85% Schage Rs. aes" = 
Ra. 8,10,984 respectively received during the preceding year, In the suas 
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1 nder the head of Tari the revenue fell from Rs. 77,218 to Rs. 75,742, 
off in Howrah alone amounted to Rs. 1,826. The Covenanted 
id states that the revenue from this article increased steadily year 
rear almost without interruption till it reached its maximum in 1893-94. 
fall in, the, revenue of last: year was entirely due to the practice followed 
the tappers in the service of the Howrah town vendors of engaging all 
trees a the borders of the municipality and carrying on illicit sales, thus 
leavin poueaesneneananticiin great injury of the revenue. He reports that 
ess the tree 1 ‘system be introduced in Calcutta or the tappers’ passes 
@ taxed, there is no way. to make up the fall in the revenue. 
~.., 164, The incidence of excise revenue per head of the population during 

) year was 2 annas 2 pie against 2 annas 6 ~ in the previous year. 
.. 165, Mr. Dutt has left on record the following remarks on the adminis. 
tration of the Excise Department :— ‘ ad, 
~The most important measure that was adopted during the year, or rather 
immediately on its close, in the administration of excise in this Division, was 
the reduction of duty on distilled liquor for Jahanabad subdivision from Rs. 4 to 
Rs.2. Tt was suspected on A good grounds that there was a great deal of 
illicit distillation in Jahanabad: subdivision, and special preventive measures 
were adopted within ‘the year.’ A ‘special police force was appointed in 
January last, and they stcceeded in detecting a good number of important 
cases in a short time. Illicit distillation was thus greatly checked, and there « 
was a marked inéreaso in the consumption of licit liqour. It was unneces- 
sary, I think, to reduce the duty on licit s+ after*this, but the measure 
was adopted" with effect from the Ist April last. I am willing to admit 
that such a reduction would be desirable if it was the only way open to 
us to stamp out illicit distillation, It would be, however, a confesston of 
administrative weakness to say that illicit distillation could not be stopped 
otherwise, and as a matter of fact illicit distillation was greatly checked, and 

~ the consumption of licit liquor went up to a marked extent in consequence of 
the measures adopted in January, February, and March last. There was no 
necessity after that to reduce the duty on liquor in Jahanabad subdivision 
from Rs, 4 to Rs. 2 the gallon; and I hope the Excise Department, while 
strongly insisting on preventive and detective measures, will find it possible 
to'raixe'the duty again to Rs. 4 the gallon, which is the prevailing rate all 
over Bengal. It is undesirable to cheapen liquor in one particular subdivision 
in Bengal. -whiere the Len gate to drunkenness are already so. great. The 
consumption of distilled liquor was about 80 gallons in April 1894; it went 
up to 376 gallons in April 1895 after the reduction of duty.” 

_ 156. In're to these criticisms, I need only say that the matter was 
fully considered by Government, and that it was the déliberate opinion of the 
Lieuténant-Governor that the great abuses prevailing in Jahanabad could not 
be ‘checked by detective and preventive operations alone, but that a simulta- 
neous reduction of the duty was imperatively necessary. The figures quoted 

then Dutt may, with equal force, be utilised to prove not that drinking has 
increased moré than fourfold, but that the consumption of licit liquor has 
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utes. it. partly to the re-opening 



















replaced that of illicit liquor to that extent, 

a se 504K XX.—STAMPS. 
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~~ 167. ' Thestotal revenue from the sale of stamps during the year amounted 

to Rs,/19,49,534, inelading Rs. 33,449 realised from the sale of plain paper, 
in , 19,61,616 obtained in the preceding year; the result is a decrease 
“Rs. 12,082, or 6 per cent. The following statement shows the revenue 

Raton the sy ete oad e 


4 © 
| sath: 4G. ei ha wade st 
* * ‘ 








Hooghly or 
own | 11373686 


Divisional total for | 14,42,233 
1894-95. Peeps 

Divisional total for | 14,565,161 
1893-94, 5 





158. This decline im the revenue is mainly accounted for by a decrease in 
the receipts under the head of court-fee stamps, which fell from Rs, 14,55,161 to 
Rs, 14,42,233, or 8 per cent., a decrease which was accidental, being entirely 
the result of the sale during 1893-94 of a single stamp of the value of 
Rs. 24,362 required for a certificate of administration taken out in Burdwan 
by the executors of the will of the late Lala Bangshgopal Nandi. There was a 
sight decrease amounting to Rs. 1,587 under the head of non-judicial impressed, 
including general, stamps. Tlie decrease was nominal, except in Midnapore, 
and even there the falling off was only 2°5 per cent. on the figures of the 
previous year. Under the head of one-anna receipt stamps there was an increase 
of Rs, 228, which is attributed to the more careful observance of the law by all 
classes of the people. This explanation, if true, is satisfactory, and toda by 
this test Midnapore «seems to be the most virtuous district in the Division. 
Without trusting too much to'this improvement, it is reasonable to propound the 
more prosaic suggestion that the increase may also denote the development of 
‘business in a year of general insane: © 

159. The number of cases in which duty and penalty were levied by the 
civil courts and the Collectors fell from 159 and 435 to 149 and 376 respectively. 
‘Rupees 1,116 were levied as duty and erg # by the civil courts and 
Rs. 2,756 by the Collectors, making a total of Rs, 3,782 agdinst Rs. 4,193 in 
1893-94. | 

160. The number of prosecutions instituted during the year for breaches of 
the provisions of the Stamp Law was 77 against 42 in the preceding year. The 
ree of persons brought ‘to trial was 79, of whom 57 were convicted 
_ against 42 and 20 in the preceding year. The fines imposed and the rewards 
paid were Rs, 765 and Ks. 62 against Rs. 169 and Rs, 28 respectively in the 

ng year. 

161. A most serious:case of defalcation of stamps occurred in the Bankura 
treasury, where one pee court-fee labels to the value of Rs. 13,140 were 
fraudulently abstracted from a consignment received from the Superintendent 
of Stamps. The usual enquiries were made, but the actual thief was not 
detected. As, however, the occurrence was the consequence of grave breaches 
of the rules and neglect of ordinary precautions in the treasury, the Treasury 
Officér and the Treasurer have been jointly made reponsible for the loss, 


XXI—INCOME-TAX. 


162. The final demand on account of income-tax stood at Rs, 2,21,036 
assessed on 9,566 persons against Rs. 2,12,262.assessed on 9,343 persons in 
the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 8,774 and of 223 assesseos, 
There was an increase both in the demand and in the number of persons 
assessed in the districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, and Midnapore. In Howrah 
there was a decrease in the number of persons though the demand showed an 
_ increase. In Hooghly there was an increase in the number of assesseos, but a 

‘ in the demand. In Bankura there was a decrease under both the 
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; 163. ‘The collection of tax during the year amounted to Rs. 2,19,957, and 
the balance on the 3lst March 1895 was Rs. 1,079, of which Rs. 466 are 
reported to be good and under realisation. The percentage of collection on . 
the final demand on account of tax only was 99°5. The number of objections 
filed was 1,097 against 1,033 in the preceding year. The increase is said to be 
due to the assessment of new assessoes and to enhancements of tax on revision. 

164. ‘Mr. Dutt has left the following remarks on record:— 

“Judging from the appeals which came before me for hearing, I cannot 
say that aésessments are made with the same d of care in all the districts 
of the Division, but in Burdwan Babu Abinash Chandra Basu, Deputy Collector, 
performed his work with diligence and care, and endeavoured in each case to 
ascertain the income of the assessee from such facts ag it is possible to obtain. 

“There is a tendency on the part of assessors to assess people on vague 
rumours without any enquiries about the probable income. There is also a 
tendency on the part of Deputy Collectors to rely on alleged local enquiries 
made by assessors without finding out if the facts ascertained by such en- 
quiries justify the assessment in each case. 

« Assessment in most cases must be guess-work, but it is possible to ascertain 
facts which will make our guess approximately correct. In the case of 
shopkeepers the daily sales can be roughly ascertained. In the case of bi 
= em the total transactions during the year can be found out from books, an 
a probable rate of profit calculated thereon. In the case of money-lenders 
the whole of the money lent ‘on ‘interest can be easily ascertained from docu- 
ments and books, In every case it is possible to get at some facts which will 
make our guess approximately correct. And it is the duty of the officers 
entrusted with the work of assessment to ascertain such facts ineach case and 
make thom the basis of assessment. Deputy Collectors and -assessors do not 
always ise this duty, and their assessments are therefore sometimes 
aaile, without any foundation on any ascertained facts or calculations.” 


XXII.—MONETARY ARRANGEMENTS. 


165. The following statement shows the value of the currency notes 
received in and issued from ‘the treasuries of the Burdwan Division during 
the last two years :— 
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| 1893-94. | 1894-95. 
Disrricr. | Received. Issued. | Received. | Issued. 
1 GER Wie tac ali Pe Pie ge 
Burdwan 934,86 46 x 6 93,13,880 
Birbhum "| 718,605 62,205 6,42,090 
Mudnape | 1490%596 10'08,266 
Hooghly. wrest 
: Total 69,00,165 





x it will ibe eda that there was a falling off in both receipts and issues, 


while in 1893-04 as compared with 1892-93 there was an increase under 
| Wboth heads, the figures for that year boing Rs. 72,601,770 for receipts and 
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District Officer. © ts conceivable aint hey may toa certain extent b 
better appreciation of the money-order system by the people, but I 
80. Remittance by money-order is un ee much safer than 
notes in an uninsured registered cover, but the remittance of no " post — 
_ registered and insured is much cheaper than the employment of the money-order — 
system. At the same time the system is very convenient for the despasge coaee 
sums. This subject would have been further discussed but for the fact that 
unfortunately some of the District Officers have failed as in wh wie to give 
particulars of money-orders of all descriptions. I am compelled therefore to _ 
abandon this branch of the subject and confine my remarks to money -orders 
- issued for the payment of revenue and rent. 
166. The number of money-orders for the idee of land revenue 
amounted during the year to 36,209 to the value of Rs. 2,49,342 against 36,725 
orders aggregating Rs. 2,45,493 in 1893-94. The figures for the two years are 
practically identical, the ouly differences being a slight decrease in the number 
of money-orders, but an increase in the amount remitted, the variation being 
1:03 and 1°5 per cent. respectively. The Collectors of the Division have 
suggested different explanations of the fluctuations, but I have no doubt that 
the true reason why the system has not developed is to be sought in the 
vis inertia of native conservatism, Moreover, as the Collector of Birbhum has 
pointed out, the zamindars still prefer to pay their revenue through their agents 
at head-quarters. It is usually much more convenient to a zamindar to pay 
through an agent at head-quarters, who may be trusted to remember the due 
dates, than to have to bear these dates in mind himself, and then to go through 
the trouble of filling up and despatching a revenue money-order, Furthermore, 
the agents themselves oppose a passive, if not active, resistance to the introduc- 
tion of the money-order system, since they find it to their profit to maintain the 
existing arrangements which enable them to charge a commission on all pay- 
ments as well as interest on sums advanced when the balance of their accounts 
is against the zamindar, 

167. Complaints continue to be made against the form of the money-order, 
and more than one case has come before me in appeal in which property has 
been sold because the space for the entry of payments for land revenue and 
cesses are so Close together as to invite this poses 

168. There was a falling off both in the number and value of money-orders 
in payment of rents. Similarly, a falling off is noticeable in the number of refu- 
sals, but an increaso in the amount refused. All the Collectors of the Division 
are of opinion that the system has not found favour with the landlords. 
The great reason of the unpopularity of the system lies in the loss which 
it entails on the ill-paid amlas of whom every landlord maintains a large 
number. Speaking generally, I believe that the payment of rent by money- 
orders is still to the ou moving conservative agriculturist a novel ex eriment 
to be regarded with suspicion and to be ventured upon only when for some 
special reasons the old methods are unsuitable. ‘The consequence is that the 
development of the practice is usually in inverse ratio to the friendliness of 
landlord and tenant, and that, special and particular reasons apart, a local 
increase of payments in this manner should be regarded as the storm petrel 
of agrarian disturbance rather ‘than the harbinger of a new dawn  j intelli- 
gence, 

169. To the Collector of a district which sends out an emigrant popu- 
lation an examination of the number, amount and place of issue of money- 
orders paid in the district will yield much interesting information, and the 
attention of Collectors will be drawn to the point. 

_ 170. As already reported, the Post Ofiice Savings Bank has proved bene- 
ficial to the middle classes. The Collectors of Burdwan, Midnapore, and 
Hooghly not having furnished any figures under this head, the general result 
of the transactions of the Division cannot be re orted or examjned. 
figures supplied by the Collectors of Birbhum an Bankura it appears that in both 
districts the deposits were smaller than in the revious year, vt the total amount 
Withdrawn was larger. The co-existence o these two phenomena suggest a. 
reduced appreciation of the system which it may be hoped is temporary only 





































or of Birbhum considers it probable that the Sidiileins of aust f 
st from Rs. 3-12 to Rs. 3-2 per annum is the cause of the falling off in the 
de . The figures for Bankura and Birbhum are as follows :—~ 
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Rs. 
88,692 
1,30,261 









Birbhum 76,448 


1,1,922 


91,866 












XXTIL—RAILWAYS AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS. 


171. The construction of the railway from Tarakeswar to Magra in the 
district of Hooghly was completed and the line formally opened for traffic on the 
2nd April 1895. The Tapasi extension in the district of I Burdwan is not yet 
formally open for passenger traffic, but arrangements to run passenger trains 
over it are almost complete. A line from the Raniganj railway station running 
over a distance of two miles was opened to meet the convenience of the 
paper mills at Raghunath Chak, and it is working solely for the use of those 
mills. After a good deal of discussion it has practically been decided to open 
a viaduct station in the town of Hooghly on the branch line which connects 
the East Indian and the Eastern Bengal Railways by way of the Jubilee Bridge. 
The municipality have teed the minimum monthly earnings which the 
East Indian Railway demand as a condition precedent to the opening of the 
station. Since the close of the year, the long-looked-for Howrah-Amta Tram- 
way has been commenced. A proposal has been made by the District Board of 
Burdwan to call for tenders for a tramway or railway from Burdwan to Katwa: 
the traffic on this road is very heavy, and a scheme well planned and econo- 
mically carried out should certainly prove remunerative. 

172. The following table shews the number of accidents and obstructions 
on the railway during the last two years and the number of casualties :— 


Psnsons— | Trarns— 


District. Killed, “Wounded. | Accidents. | Obstructions. 








10.94, | 190405 | 1893-94. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1894.95, 





The improvement in Burdwan is very marked ; but, as the Magistrate does 
not comment on it, I presume that it is fortuitous only. ‘here were no 
accidents during the year deserving of special notice, most of the cases which 
occurred being of a simple character and due to mere negligence on the part 


the injured, or to unavoidable accident. 
a 173. No public works deserving of special mention were executed during 


the year besides those in paragraph 178 below. : 








ee a  XXIV.—COMMUN 


174, As remarked last year, this Division is fairly well off as r 
of communication, with the exception of the district head-quarters of 
and the two outlying subdivisions of Vishnupur and Jahanabad. The Magra-— 
Tarakeswar branch line, opened during the year, has been a useful addition — 
to the existing means of communication in the district of Hooghly. The — 
East Indian Tniiway connecting the district head-quarters of Suri, Burdwan, _ 
Hooghly, and Howrah and the subdivisional head-quarters of Rampur Hat, 
Raniganj and Serampore, the steamer service connecting the subdivisions 
of Katwa, Kalna, Serampore, Uluberia, Ghatal, Tamluk and Contai, all converge: 
upon the town of Howrah. 

175, Asa large portion of the allotment for roads is absorbed in maintain- 

ing the existing roads, the District Boards could not undertake the construction of 
any new ones. The village roads are generally in a bad state for want of funds. 
In’ Burdwan the road from the head-quarters station to Katwa, a distance 
of nearly 36 miles, is in bad condition and requires a large outlay for the 
metalling of it, but the work is delayed for want of funds, A scheme for 
running a steam tramway or a branch railway rE by bi is under consideration. 
The roads in the Raniganj subdivision are said to be good ; those in the Kalna 
and Katwa subdivisions are mostly unmetalled and become impassable during 
the rains. The District Boards of Burdwan and Hooghly have co-operated in 
improving the road from Burdwan to Jahanabad at the suggestion of my 
predecessor, Mr. Dutt. The roads in the district of Birbhum continued in an 
extremely bad state of repair, and were fast deteriorating. The District Engineer 
who had been in the district for about six years, but who has never been fit for 
his post, has at last received notice of dismissal. The only pity is that the 
District Board suffered him so long. The roads in the districts of Bankura and 
Midnapore were generally well kept up. In Hooghly the subdivision of Jabana- 
bad is the most Fete mess § in res f communications, but the metalling of the 
road from Burdwan to Jahanabad will remoye this long-felt want to a great 
extent. ‘The roads of the Howrah Municipality are said to be in an unsatis- 
factory condition owing to want of funds. ‘The district roads are also suffering 
greatly for the same reason, 

176. The following statement shows the length of roads maintained by 
the District and Local Boards and the municipalities in each district :— 




















Sieahatis ; ct Boards in this Division 
043 miles of metalled and 1,823 miles of unmetalled road, 
cipalities of the Division maintain 521 miles of road: 












; 7. The following statement shows the amount expended. on roads and 
per public works in the distriote of this Division: ‘onsdae 
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It will be seen that the expenditure has increased in every district, especially * 
under the head of Repairs. The percentage of expenditure on allotment is 
below 80 per cent. in Birbhum only, 

178, The following are the important public works executed or under- 
taken during the year by local bodies :— 


Burdwan, 


(1) Metalling the approaches to the Victoria Bridge. 
(2) Reconstruction of some culverts on the Burdwan-Jahanabad road, 


Bankura. 
(1) Metalling of a portion of the road Indpur to Khatra. 


Midnapore. 


(1) Construction of bridges on many important roads. 
(2). Ditto of roads from Dahijuri to Narainpur, Barda to Samder, 
and Balichak to Sabong. 
179. The amount spent on arboriculture in the several districts in this 
Re rs Division “ae the year is noted in the 
3 462 margin. e eatest activity was 
Birthom 22,908 Boogie as 1,903 eae by the oni of Dextenh and 
Bankura. 90 | Howrah... 288. Hooghly ‘which planted 1,234 and 800 
trees respectively, while in arn Sy their efforts were confined to the pre- 
servation of existing trees. Very little information has been given by District 
Officers as to the kind of trees planted. 


XXV.—WORKING OF THE LODGING-HOUSE ACT. 


180. The Act is in force in the towns of Garhbeta and Dantun in 
the district of Midnapore and in the town of Ulubaria in the district of 
Howrah. In Garhbeta no work of sanitary improvement was executed 
during the year, but efforts were made to maintain cleanliness in the village 
and its environs. The health of the town was fairly good: there were a few 
eases of cholera, but the did not assume an epidemic form. In Dantun 
on of a masonry well was undertaken but not completed within the 
“year. Cholera broke out during the year, and 30 cases were reported in the 

month of July. Of these7 were treated in the cholera hospital shed, 6 resulting 
_-in recoveries and 1 terminating fatally. The further progress of the disease 
checked by the measures taken by ‘the Lodging-house Committee. The 
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low percentage of fatal cases shows that the attack was” type. The — 
administration of the town of Uluberia, which forms the head-quarters of the — 
subdivision of the same name, was satisfactory during the year. The funds 
at the disposal of the Committees are not large, and their possibilities of useful- 
ness are limited. Considering their small means, they do a good deal towards _ 
maintaining cleanliness and enforcing elementary rules of sanitation. 


XXVL—EDUCATION. 


181. The total number of schools and patshalas rose from 10,944 in 1893-94 
to 11,135 in the year of report, and the number of pupils from 299,187 to 
308,501. There was a considerable increase of 506 schools in the district of 
Midnapore, which more than made ie the loss of schools in the other districts. 
The increuse in the number of pupils was contributed by Burdwan, Midnapore, 
Hooghly, and Howrah, while there was a decrease in Birbhum and Ban " 
The details under each class.of schools will be examined later on. 

182. The total expenditure on education in this Division amounted to 

Niiinisstalilaiente Rs. 11,71,531 against Rs. 11,35,578 in the previous 
. year, showing an increase of Rs, 25,953. The 
expenditure from Provincial revenues rose slightly from Rs. 81,252 to 
Rs. 81,691, or by Rs. 439, and from all other sources, including district and 
municipal funds, from Rs, 10,54,326 to Rs. 10,89,840, or by Rs. 35,514. The 
high schools cost Rs. 2,88,826, the middle schools Rs. 2,48,194, the prim 
schools Rs. 6,08,563, and the special schools Rs. 25,948 as against Rs. 2,91, 00, 
Rs. 2,42,117, Rs, 5,74,289, and Rs, 27,182, respectively, in the preceding 
year. It is satisfactory to note that the expenditure on primary education is 
steadily increasing. : 

183, There was a loss of one high school, but the total number of pupils 
‘ increased by 50. Hooghly lost 3 schools and 224 

Beene pupils, while Birbhum and Howrah show each an 
increase of 1 school and of 155 and 249 pupils, respectively. In Burdwan, 
Bankura, and Midnapore there was a slight decrease in the number of pupils. 

184. The table below shows the result of the University Entrance examin- 

ation as compared with that of the preceding year :— 








1893-94. 1894-95, 
Disreter, Number | Numberof | Number | Number of 
of successful of successful 
competitors. | students. | competitors.| stadents. 
(a) () (e) (d) 





On the whole the result was slightly better than in the previous year, 46 
per cent, of the competitors having passed against 41 per cent. In Midnapore 
and Howrah, however, the result was unfavourable,while there was marked 
improvement in Birbhum and Bankura. Burdwan passed about 50 per cent. 
an Hooghly a little more than that proportion. 

185. The number of Paes ng ee and aaa schools increased b 

14, and the boys receiving education in these schoo 
are by 1,316. The mbjoined table compares the results 
of the middle scholarship examination during the past two years. Fifty-three 










186. Burdwan, Birbhum, and Bankura show a falling off both in schools 


‘ and pupils; Hooghly and Howrah lost schools but 

Primary schools, ined pupils, but on the other hand there was a 
large increase of 507 schools and 12,003 pupils in Midnapore. The net increase 
in the number of pri schools in the Division and of boys attending 
them was 199 and 8,194, respectively. The startling increase id? Mitdaspane is 
principally due to the fact that a large number of lower primary schools 
were returned for the first time during the year. The considerable decrease 
both in schools and ig in Bankura was due to the Pyne of cholera, 
small-pox and fever during @ considerable portion of the year. Nothing 
could show more clearly the ephemeral character of some of these village schools. 

187. The number of pupils who competed for and were successful at the 


upper and lower pr: examinations is shown below. Figures for the lower 
—. =a AE eld in Birbhum, Midnapore, and Howrah have not 












Urrgr Prrmary. | Lower Parrary. 






() (¢) 


1894-95. 1893-94. 
(2) 





a) Passed. | Compete Passed. | Competed Passed. 


» Burdwan 629 
Birbhum “ oe 
Bankura 856 
Hooghly 814 

‘Howrah ; 





782 7,886 | 4,682 6,838 | 2,299 


Total 

far as the dacs are available, the results were not so good as in the 
ios alg . The ‘strate of Birbhum ascribes this to an injudicious 
selection of candidates, an the Magistrate of Midnapore to the severity of the 









- att SPEAR ates f yi tet ae aan pi . Se tbat Se aap 
weelect |» Sk? Beography paper, a subject which it is said boys gener 
n . Sebo Guay Oh Ghs tyre Rie) Ae ameameed 
* 188, In all 20,044 girls pacpiren Se it if in meee schools or in | 
; ? schools for girls only, uding , of which — 
Hewiale education. the details have not been arnishad the entae of — 
schools in this Division for girls only decreased from 322 tc 814, and the 
number of girls attending them from 8,348 to 8,047, Bankura lost 19 schools 
and 559 pupils. The general unhealthiness of the year is said to have affected 
these institutions. Burdwan, Birbhum, and Midnapore gained both schools and 
pupils, and Howrah lost four schools but gained 44 pupils, Mr, Vincent remarks 
that female education, which is in a backward state in Birbhum, appears to be 
Jooking up. It is a striking fact that backward districts like Bankura and 
Midnapore had 5,655 and 6,264 school- ving girls, ectively, while the num- 
ber of such girls in advanced districts like hly and Howrah does not exceed 
3,067 in the former and 1,833 in the latter. reason of this is that in these 
districts a large proportion of the girls are not sent to school at all, but are 
taught at home along with the boys, whereas in districts like Bankura and 
Midnapore facilities for such private tuition do not exist, The number of asin 
om. 
Of 
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who appeared at the Uttarpara Hitakari Sava Examination was 35 
Burdwan, 43 from Birbhum, 93 from Midna: ore, and 65 from Hooghly. 
these, 30, 34, 82, and 54, re ectively, passed the examination; 10 in Burdwan, 
8 in Birbhum, and 11 in Midnapore obtaining scholarships. No information 
on this subject has been furnished by the Magistrate of Hooghly. 

189, The number of Muhammadan up s attendin, oteals tnddinel from 

‘ttn Ke 30,120-to 31,80 , or by 1,684. The increase is con- 
scagancc shape nea: fined to Burdwan, Midnapore, and Howrah, and 
ght decrease in the remaining districts, The progress made in 
Muhammadan education is shown in the table below :— 











ee Me ee eg ee 
Toran xumper or |Nuxprr oy Monam. Scat oon 
Porvtation. PUPILS ATTENDING |MADAN PUPILS ATTEND: 


PUPILS TO TOTAL 






























ieee SCHOOLS, ING SCHOOLs, © MUMBER OF PUPILS. 
Total. —_- 1893-94. | 1894-95. | 1893-94, | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1894.95, 
(a) (6) (c) (d) (e) (f) (9) (h) 

Gy ese a 

Burdwan .,.| 1,391,880 267,224 47,095 

Birbhum ,,, 797,833 iF 25,667 

Bankura .,, | 1,069,668 

Midnapore .., 2,681,516 

Hooghly «| 1,076,710 

Howrah aes 721,211 


Total ...| 7,688,818 


The proportion of Muhammadan students to the total number of students is 
10'3, while the Muhammadan population forms 12:9 cent. of the entire 
population. As regards the proportion of Muhammadan boys attending the 
middle and higher schools, figures have not been received from all the districts ; 
but, judging from those furnished by the Magistrates of Burdwan and Howrah, 
there is little doubt that the proportion was very low. Mr. Grierson, the 
Magistrate of Howrah, aseribes this to the fact that the M i 
istrict are mostly agriculturists and labourers; and this remark is, I think, 
applicable more or less to the other districts of the Division. It is sati f 
however, to find that in Burdwan during the year under notice two Muham- 
madan students passed the F.A, and three the Hethonae examination, whereas 
during the previous year none passed the former and only one in the latter 
bpitag uae : 
190. in the preceding years there were ei schools of this character 
Fanoation of Sonthals and other 12 the Raniganj and ar coal tracts, They 
aboriginal races. were attended by 178 eee st ee Ls were 
madans. The pupils receive free tuition, and Government pays a monthly 










uM m these sche The number of schools in Birbhum for the 
ition of es was 13 as in previous years, but the number of 
decreased from 292 to 284. Of these schools 12 were stipendiary enjoy- 
the privilege of earning rewards in addition to stipends at the rate of 
Rs. 5 amonth each. The success achieved by the Sonthal boys was rather 
emarkable, One stood first in the upper primary examination in the Birbhum 
district. His age, however, was beyond that at which a scholarship was ten- 
able, and he would have got none had not His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
granted him a special scholarship. Two other Sonthal lads passed the lower 
primary scholarship examination in tho first division, At the reward examina- 
tion 14 Sonthal lads passed by the A standard and 11 by the B standard. 

191. In Bankura the number of aboriginal pupils increased from 1,177 to 
1,227, The proportion of Sonthal lads at ool to the total number of scholars 
in this district is 3°1, and their proportion to the number of Sonthal boys of 
school-going age is 131 per cent. The aboriginal races are not yet fully alive 
to the advantages of education. In order to stimulate education among Sonthals 
the ordinary rewards allowed to gurus were doubled in the case of successful 
Sonthal boys. One Sonthal lad passed the upper primary examination out of 
six candidates, and 17 out of 45 passed the lower primary examination. In 
the reward examination 73 Sonthal students passed by standard B and 65 by 
standard A. 

192. In Midnapore the number of Sonthal students fell from 1,886 to 1,729. 
Five cna belonging to the backward races were successful, namely, three in 
the middle vernacular and two in the upper primary scholarship examination. 

193. In Hooghly 72 non-Christian aborigines attended schools during the 

ear. 
i 194. The technical school started in Burdwan in April 1893 is maintained 
SP by the District Board of Burdwan, assisted by a 
ae Aah i ai contribution of Rs. 240 from the local municipality. 
Drawing, ave carpentry, and blacksmith’s work are taught, and the 
students on the roll nu 42 at the close of the year against 46 in the 
revious year. ‘The sum of Rs. 295 was realised by the sale of articles manu- 
eotured in the school against Rs. 121 obtained from this source in the previous 
ear. The students receive free tuition, The four guru-training classes 
attached to the middle schools in Birbhum were abolished in January last under 
orders of the Director of Public Instruction. In Bankura there were five 
special schools with 60 boysand 22 girls, but the nature of these schools has not 
been stated. In Midnapore the number of training and industrial schools 
decreased from 5 to 2. ‘Two of the guru-training classes were abolished under 
orders of the ge ae of Schools, and the Baptist Mission Industrial School 
was converted during the year into an upper primary school. Of the two 
schools still in existence, one is the Bhimpore Sonthal Normal School under the 
management of the American Baptist Mission, and the other is the Maisadal 
Raja’s Technical School in the town of Midnapore. The state of this latter 
institution is unsatisfactory, and the Magistrate reports that its reorganisation 
and improvement will shortly be undertaken. In Hooghly nine special schools 
are reported by the Magistrate to have been in existence, but no particulars 
about them have been furnished. j aa 
195. There were 34 private schools with 425 pupils in Burdwan. Some 
y ' of these teach a little Arabic and Persian, some are 
Indigenons education, imply Koran schools, and the rest are elementary 
"schools teaching a vernacular only. They do not conform to the departmental 
standards. In Bankura the private scbools increased from 55 to 66, This 
increase of 11 schools is due to the establishment of five Sanskrit tols and six 
-and othe 


tols with 549 pupils and 7 maktabs with 66 pi , 0 
The number of private institutions in Hoog: y was 52. Thirty-one private 
institutions in Howrah taught Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit, &e, 


8 . | 955) XXVILHDISPENSARIES AND HOSPITALS. 


. b. | During tho year new dispensaries were opened at Bolpur in Birbhum 
sale Pith « Tentulia in Hooghly. ‘The number of patients (both 









' f y ; “ine 
endowments, &c., in the districts ° wan, - 
the last district the expenditure on the Garhbeta, Nayabasan, Danty 
{ieoper dispensaries appears to have exceeded the income. The M 
has been asked to report how the excess cost was met. It may be noted that 
_ during the year under review all the District Boards, except Howrah, contri- 
buted larger sums towards maintaining medical institutions in their respective 
districts than in the previous year. The total sum contributed by all th 
Boards in the Division was Rs. 9,774 against Rs. 4,816 in the previous year, 
_ being more than double the previous year’s grant. atags peo 
198, In the Burdwan dispensary a gr Monee on Rs. 50 per mensem 
was maintained ughout the year. The man- 
Burdwan. aging body take an interest in the affairs of the 
institution and meet at least once a month. The 
Civil Surgeon visits it daily, and it is greatly appreciated by the public. 
The Katwa dispensary is managed by the municipality with considerable 
success and is a useful institution. The want of a separate hospital for females 
and for infectious cases is felt. The Raniganj dispensary is reported to have 
ined in popularity. Infectious diseases are treated im a separate building, 
But there is no separate accommodation for female patients. The Mankar dis- 
pensary is managed by a Compyittee under the control of the District Board, 
and is a great boon to the people in the neighbourhood: its financial condition 
is not as satisfactory as could be desired. The Chakdighi dispensary is sup- 
ported by Babu Lolit Mohun Sinha Roy, zamindar, and contains a ney 
ward for females. The Raj ve, eres at Burdwan and Kalna are maintained 
and managed by the Burdwan Raj. There is a separate ward for infectious 
diseases at Burdwan, but none for females in either of the institutions, Both 
are well looked after and are largely resorted to. 
199. The Suri dispensary continued to do excellent work under the super- 
Hunt vision of Dr. Fleming. The Rampur Hat dispensary 
eens has been made over to the Dispensary Committee 
by the East Indian Railway Company, who have shown greater liberality in 
the matter, which has been duly acknowledged. The building needs thorough 
repairs, and the Subdivisional Officer is collecting funds for carrying them out. 
The Bolpfir dispensary, towards the support of which the District Board 
contributes Rs. 20 per month, was started in October last with a stock of 
medicines, for the purchase of which a sum of Rs. 138-10 was contributed by 
that body. Up to the end of Dectmber last it afforded out-door relief to 1,200 
patients. It ra pect a long-felt want in that fever-stricken locality. The 
dispensary at Hetampur, which is maintained by Raja Ram Ranjan Chakra- 
varti Bahadur, was brought, under Government supervision during the year. 
200. The municipal dispensaries at Bankura and Vishnupur are both 
P reported to be popular institutions. ‘The sphere of 
Bankura, usefulness of the institutions at Maliara and Ajodhya | 
is limited, but they are said to be of consider- 
able benefit to the people. The Magistrate fears that the hospital at Ajodhya 
will have to be closed if the zamindars do not pay their subscriptions more 
regularly, The Dufferin female hospital at Bankura which worked throughout 
the year seems to have risen in a omer -. The number of out-door patients 
who received medical aid from this hospital during the year 1894 is reported: to 
be 4,056. The number of in-door patients was 71—a number by no means dis- 
couraging considering the strong caste prejudices entertained. by the - 
The Magistrate has failed, however, to state what the social status ib prac 
seria was, It iscomparatively easy to obtain patients from the lower. 
_but the aim of the Dufferin hospitals is to attract and relieve female patients of 
the upper and middle classes, and this end is much more difficult of attainment. 
01. The establishment of a dispensary at Gewankhali, for which the 
ie Raja of Maisadal’ has generously offered to contri- 
bute Rs. 4,000 for construction and a grant of 
Rs. 300 a year will probably be taken up without delay as the District Board 
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el art contribution of Rs. 600.” The 

“question of ‘the establishment west made 
Babu Kanai Lal Seal was will under. considerat ghee yout oa The 
_ Maharaja of Mohurbhunj has offered to take over the di at Nayabasan 
_ and to maintain it at his own cost: final orders on this liberal offer lave not 
202. The Imambara hospital was moved to the Chinsurah barracks, and 
sain lee _ the Branch Dufferin. Hospital, was estatliannd in 
di Wen . , another block of the same buildings, which have 
undergone thorough repairs and considerable alterations to suit the wants of 
these two institutions, The Dufferin Hospital is in charge of a lady doctor . 
working under the supervision of the Civil Surgeon. 


ye 
mare Nyy i 





203. The income and the usefulness of the Howrah General Hospital are 
e steadily improving. Considerable additions were 
Sie iak sa made to the building during the year under report 
at Government expense. ‘The natives of Howrah contribute practically nothing 
to its support. Some few of the richer residents subscribe small. sums, but it 
is very diffcult to get them to pay their subscriptions. In marked contrast 
to this the Magistrate reports that one native geatleman who has more leisure 
than available cash has voluntarily undertaken some important clerical work 
_ gratis for the municipality on condition that the money value of it should be 
‘to the Howrah hospital asa contribution, A new dispensary was opened 
in January last at Amraguri, a village in thana Amta, ore war Chandra 
. Hazra of this village has; ‘the handsome sum of Rs. 12,000 at the disposal 
of the District Board for the maintenance of the institution. The financial 
condition of the Ulaberia ‘hepanaeve d was satisfactory during the year. The 
Bally dispensary building is reported to be in want of repair, and the Magis- 
trate has drawn the attention of the Municipal Commissioners to the matter. 
Otherwise it was well managed during the year under report, 
XXVITI.—LIBRARIES. 


204, There was no addition to the number of libraries in the Division 
during the year. The districts of Birbhum and Bankura are still without a 
library. The libraries at Serampore and Uttarpara in Hooghly and the 
Mechanics’ Institute at Howrah are the most useful of these institutions. The 
financial condition of the Uttarpara library has become worse than ever. 

XXIX.—MUSEUMS. ° 


205. There are no museums in this Division. 
XXX—LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
ass 206. Mr. lis, the late Magistrate of 
Spee Etards. Burdwan, has left the following, remarks :— 
“Tecan say very little as regurds the working of the District Boards. 
During my incumbency, beyond the question of the introduction of Union 
Committees, the members did not seem to take much interest in the administra- 
. tion. Even as regards these Unions much apathy was shown, there pens 


eneral feeling that the experiment was doomed to failure.” Mr. Grierson, 

if te of Howrah, remarks:—‘‘ The District Board has workel harmoni- 
ly throughout the year. It decides broad questions of policy, and leaves 
eir paasiltien ta’ tacensgntive whom it holds responsible. I-must cordially 
acknowledge tie support and assistance which its members have given me as 
their Chairman, and the friendly, or rather intimate, terms on which we all 
work together. The condition of the roads has greatly improved during the 
past two years, but I consider, as have elsewhere stated, that the District 
Baan nds too large a proportion of its income on secondary education, and 
too small a proportion on its communications. Roads are the crying want of 
Howrah, sebiorst bas ‘avery large number of secon and high schools.” 

he other District Officers speak well of the work of the District Boards in’ 
their respective districts, 1 
207. The following remarks have been left by Mr. Dutt as Commissioner 
. Division for the year:— “ 
The District ag i done their work fairly well throughout the 
Division, and no instanco of friction or specially bad work came to my notice 
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within the year. Local Self-Government has been a success in provinces, — 
and it is distinct gain in the cause of good Sr cve the co-operation 
of representative non-official gentlemen in our administrative work.” Iam not — 
disposed to go quite so far as my predecessor in these views, for I question — 
whether such material advantuge to the administration has been gained by Local 
SelfGovernment as he believes. Doubtless much good work has been done” 
by District Boards, but it would probably have been done equally well under the — 
old régime. The real advantage of the system lies not in better administration 
but in the practical education in the management of local affairs which it affords” 
to those = share ‘in the work. ro PINS: ote 
208. The work of the Local Boards was not so successful chiefly because — 
i they have not enough work to interest them. Asa 
jctoenh Peae te reference to the correspondence connected with the: 
introduction of Local Self-Government will show, Local Boards are not'really 
an integral part of the machinery of the scheme, and it has from the first been 
found difficult to assign them their re place. If they are to have enough 
work to interest and employ them, the District Board must divest itself of some 
important functions which it had wuran f much better retain. If sufficient 
powers are not granted them they obviously lag superfluous on the stage, and their 
consciousness of the fact does not tend to rouse their interest in such duties 
as do fall to their lot. My predecessor shares these views, but he considers that 
they can be entrusted with useful and interesting work as soon as the work of 
village sanitation is begun. eee. Bs n : 
209. At Katwa in Burdwan the affairs of the Local Board fell into great 
confusion owing to the incompetence of the Chairman, who has since resi ed, 
and to the rascality of the clerk entertained by the Local Board. The fatter 
was prosecuted for embezzlement, but owing to the unsatisfactory condition of 
the office brought to light during the trial, he was acquitted on appeal. Both in 
Kalna and Katwa the prompt and regular payment of rents by farmers of 
unds and ferries was not insisted on, and in the latter the arrears were 
eavy. In Raniganj the collection of these rents was satisfactory under 
an official Chairman. The conditions on which grants-in-aid for roads 
had been made were continually lost sight of-and were never enforced: 
' The Sadar Local Board, in the opinion of Mr. Inglis, worked satisfactorily. 
Burdwan is the only district in this Division and indeed almost the only 
district in the province, in which the control of secondary education has 
been made over to the Local Boards. I have recently strongly urged the 
District. Board to consider the advisability of withdrawing this power from 








them. 

210. The attendance of members of the Bankura Local Board was not 
‘satisfactory. It is reported that most of the mufassal members were irregular in 
their attendance and showed want of interest in their work. Both the Bankura 
and Vishnupur Local Boards failed to utilise to the full the allotments for vi 
roads, ‘The pounds were much neglected. The Local Boards, however, afforded 
useful assistance in matters relati g to primary education, y 
+ 211, A-road constructed under the supposed supervision of the Howrah 
Local Board is reported to have been badly made, and part of the earthwork 
was paid for twice over. In Howrah, too, the Local 8 grossly mismanaged 
the pounds made over to them. : 

212. The Local Boards in the districts of Birbhum, Midnapore, and 

- Hooghly are reported by the Magistrates concerned to have worked well. — 

213. Arrangements ag es yj Pa vile ae were definitely taken in. 

: uring the year under review. Asan experi- 
Union Committees. mental measure tow unions were to be iiiedtn 
four districts of the Division; and accordingly four unions in Howrah, six in 
oH and five in Hooghly have been sanctioned by Government and 
: since the close of the year. Under instructions from my predecessor 
based ona scheme he had drawn up when Magen of Burdwan, Mr. Inglis 
submitted for that district proposals for the division of the whole thana ‘of 
Kalna into unions. As this scheme was not in accordance with the instructions. 
issued by the Lieutenant-Governor in the Local Self-Government Circular of the 
_ 5th September last, I have requested the Magistrate to submit a revised scheme 
for the introduction of one or two unions in each subdivision of the district. 
ta 4 bP NG? 4 
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* 214. Among municipalities in this Division, Howrah stands semesitaalt 


ite _*  . for its size and importance. Mr. Gri th 
| Minicpatito. "Chairman, cordially asknowleges the support he has 

iaeeined fen Fae Cerna ‘The calls on the municipality, he sdys, are: . 

many, but funds at its disposal are iden The greatest of, its needs are 


sanitation and a good water-supply. For the latter a loan has been 

od and matters are in train. The Commissioners in former days have uot 

always shown a sufficient alacrity to raise taxation, but better counsels have pre-. 
vailed of late, and after much discussion the sanitary needs of the town are 
being more adequately supplied. Very much still remains to be done, but the 

Commissioners realise the situation, and may be trusted to deal with it. 

_ 215. Next in importance to Howrah comes Burdwan. The accounts of this 
municipality were in a most unsatisfacto condition when the local Auditor made 
his inspection, and under section 82 0 the Municipal Act the Commissioners 
have been directed by Goyernment to submit all their accounts duly adjusted 
by the, 30th June 1899, failing which a special officer will be appointed. The 
Ceesttanioners are energetic in conception, but they are already Acland with 
debt, and this circumstance, complicated by the confusion in their accounts, 
greatly hampers their action. Raniganj and Dainhat with official Chairmen 
and Raina with a non-official Chairman are well managed. The state of affairs 
at. Katwa was unsatisfactory: the collections were bad and the roads worse. 

_ The Chairman who was not a strong officer was on leave for some time, and has _ 
subsequently resigned. All the municipalities in the Burdwan district are paying 
some attention to sanitary improvements. The Commissioners of the Burdwan 
Municipality have applied for a loan required to fillup dirty tanks within the 
town; but, having regard to their financial condition, it is rather doubtful 
whether this can properly be granted. In Raniganj a scheme to obtain a supply 
of pure water from the Damodar is under consideration, and the Municipal 
Commissioners of Kalna are contemplating a drainage scheme. 

216. The late Chairman of the Suri Honicipelity, Babu Dakhina Ranjan 
Mukherjee, deceased, used to take much interest in its affairs, Bankura also 
a zealous Chairman and Vice-Chairman. At Vishnupur the Commissioners are 
said to be divided by party factions, and their usefulness is greatly impaired 
thereby : their Chairman, however, works hard in the office and closely super- 
vises out-door work. ‘I'he affairs of Sonamukhi were fairly well administered 
by the official Chairman with the help of the Vice-Chairman. All the muni- 
eipalities in the district of Midnapore, except T'amluk, have laid themselves more 
or less open to unfavourable criticism in respect of sanitary matters. Mr. Dutt, 
Magistrate of Hooghly, states that the municipalities with a non-official Chair- 
man have done well under such supervision and control as the law has vested 
in the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner. Faction still runs 
high in Uttarpara, but strange to say the municipality is at the same time well 
managed, being noted for its cleanliness and the efficient out-door work of its 

loyés. 
~~, 217. My predecessor has left the following remarks on the municipalities 
of the Division :— , brit ponice ‘ ‘ 
» TL inspected the offices of the sh gest cago named in the margin during 

the year under report, and visited some others 





a Et i (6) Hooghly- without regularly inspecting the offices. 
# ® U (6) Vishoupar, “Excepting Howrah, all the other mum- 
4) Kotrung. | (7) Midoapore. Gi nalities named above have a non-official Chair- 


man. I have found them as well as the i or Commissioners willing to 

~ devote their time and attention to the work they have undertaken, and to 
accept and act on all reasonable sug ions that we make for improvements. 
‘Work is carried on tolerably well aud with intelligence and care. 

‘Jt is necessary for us to indicate the way in which sanitary improve- 
_monts can be effected, and to urge on such improvements being effected, so 
_ far as is possible within the resources of the municipalities. It is also neces- 
sary for us to carefully examine the municipal pins as there is a tendency 
“to ‘overestimate income, and also to allow unduly frequent increments to 
“ municipal servants. In both these wer pre ct | : i — have acy 
es eir dut iving athetic advice and making sug- 

wie bo And Ya auch help Teoal self government within sahil axhed bas 
attained a fair measure of success,” 





XxxIl.-POsin orricn. AND_ secena ile: eH dy eg do dag 


_ 219. There is litde worthy of notice in the working of the post office and 
the telegraph department sss wl year. As case of mi 
are money is reported from rm i ie school-master in charge of the 


t office in that district a ropriating Rs. Fy 
He sis till ab » but the amount bas been made by his ype A 


poddar of the Mi napore i office, who absconded in "1884 aller 
n 





priating Rs, 2,000, has arrested and Peed to seven ssa rigorous 
imprisonment, 

220, The number ‘of telegraphic messages is inereasing. © subjoi re 
table shows the m received i in age issued aa Howrah during 


_. three years and il ates Se rapid arm ci telegraphic po 
tion : 


# 





sen 2,264 1h O68 





} 370 6,428 | 6,828 1,008 
894-95 6,676 8,959 6,315 1,008 

_ If the figures oto fie covet, th indicate a much larger use of 
deferred te. than fu eae the number of messages sent 
increased iw 531, the fect fall ae 


221. ‘As in the preceding g year the "Wegraph Hae fom Saath to Si 
4 district of Birbhum was interrupted mes on different dates d 
ear. The cause could not, however, be ascertained. ‘The Magistrate 
‘ Hoogity. has again noticed ced the inconvenience caused Sy ibvantet senes itt 
communication with the Jahanabad sabdtviniee It is very a Unis 
inconvenience should be retioved. , 


XXXII.—ZAMINDARI DAK, FAIRS AND_ POUNDS. = 


222, New rules were framed Board of Revenue during the ult 
Ze ey Sth ane dec enchoa 1, Act VIIL Boe 1862, beer 
vryercne sanction of Government, and the Collectors of the 
districts have been appointed in place-of the M. ek ont: “A 






visions of the Act. ante statement below shows the | ns lion, An 

of this Division he gars given the Caeser of tiie do Got include: 

of this Division, ictal ven by t whieh idnapore do not include 

the demand, coll oth p seoond at ll ie in January last, 
le a to “or tie an bcHlbor ee of da sclecteet’ ‘tye anual ‘as his 

reason for excl edna ofthe socted Lie Mi 


‘he 7a 
pier oh rhea ated out to him that effect should have beer 
‘ie it rin nl not oi oes 
i acco! w il 
Boa . It would therfore be useless ee oe te Dr 


pees saya abl Re) tet eee) aid ih ais 
























‘those of provious years. It will be seen from the statement that the ” 
; Gaeorrse per cent. in Birbhum, Bankura, and Hooghly ’ ate 





they were only 82-09 per cent. in Burdwan. Now that the rules have been 
fied in the new Tauzi Manual, I hope the difficulty felt in recent years in 
taining correct accounts and enforcing a uniform procedure will cease ‘to 
exist. No inconvenience or difficulty hes been represented by any of the 
--_ District Officers regarding the zamindari dak service :— 


Demands, Collections and Balances of Zamindari Dak Cess and the cost of its collection for the year 1894-95, 
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Birbhum 4. 641 | 9,95618 | 4,349 108 aj... 4,066 | 3,971 21 | 95 
Bankura... 511 | 4,653,085 | 6,242 380 2 71 6,585 | 6,343 28) 192 
Kidnaporo av | 2,012 | 20,97,465 | 7.866] 1,080] 1,708 eve 7,154 | 6213 | 10,056 | 941 
Hooghly |. 854 | 8,568,106 | 6,448 368 138]... 6,678 | 6.468 89 | 210 
Howrah ee 167 | 4,82,955 | 4,058 73 87 66 3,978 | 3,686 








ivisional To- | 4,885 78,37,400 | 96,453 | 9,619 | 2,083 | 143 | 96,840 | 33.195 | 10,746 | S151 














livisional To-| 4,881 | 78,40,702 | 44,880 | 4,006 | 9,002 11 | 99,282 | 96,000 | 11,458 | 2,022| go | 2,008 2,900 


fal for 1893-94, 














223. Almost every village of any importance in Burdwan has a petty 
gathering held within its limits during the year on 
some such occasion us the Charak Puja, the Rath 
Jatra, or the Sri Panchami festival, but these gatherings do net call for any 
special mention. The fairs held at Bagnapara, Jamalpur, Palirhat, Narikeldanga 
and Kalna in the subdivision of Kalna, though held on a larger scale, did not 
require special sanitary arrangements (1) because they did not last more than 
three or four days, and (2) because the visitors generally returned home every 
evening. ‘The important fairs held at Uddhanpur, Bairagitala, Dadhia and P 
Agradvip in the Katwa subdivision, where 20,000 persons or more assemble every sd 
year, took place in January, February, and March. The sanitary arrangements 
at these fairs were carried out under the supervision of the Subdivisional Officer 
of Katwa. Wide and open roads were provided with a view to prevent over- 
crowding and to promote Se ventilation in the méla ground, Water was also * 
reserved for drinking purposes. Sweepers were engaged for removing daily ” 
all refuse and filth. Precautions were taken to prevent, as far as possible, 
pilgrims or animals suffering from. contagious diseases from visiting the fairs 
oa to stop the sale of noxious articles of food. Proper police arrangements 
were also made. 
x 224. In Birbhum the ancient and important fairs at Bakresvar, Kenduli 
and Tarapur were well attended. There was a larger gathering at the 
Bakresvar fair during the year than in any of the ez io three or four years 
owing to the weather having been fair at the time. The District Superin- 
. tendent attended the fair. Mr. Growse, the Magistrate, visited the Kenduli 
méla during his cold-weather tour. At Bakresvar sanitary arrangements were 
made by the District Board, which sank wells in the bed of the river Bakresvar Pe 
» and constructed latrines. 
225. ‘he local gatherings in Bankura were of short duration and little 
_* importance. They did not require any sanitary arrangements. i 
» 226. _ As in the previous year a sum of Rs. 25 was advanced by the Midna- 
pore District Board to the Chairman of the Contai Local Board for the purposeof 
waking the necessary sanitary and conservancy arrangements at Fiptnager near me. 
coe é we : 2 le al a = 


(ii) Fairs, 





Contai, where a fair was held on the 22nd February 1895. As usual there was a | 
large gathering at the Maisadal car festival. The fairs held at Krishnanagar ih « 
’ Bogra on the occasion of the Ruth, the Rash and Dol Jatra passed off quietly. 
227. Special mention has been made of the following fairs in the distriet * 
n 


of. Hooghly by the Collector :— 


1 * 











Name or Farr. Place where held. 
1 2 
1. Siva Gajan... as 
2. Biva Ratri ... “| | Tarakeswar 
8. Snan Jatra... ats 
4, Ruth Jatra... ia Mehes and: Ballabhpur, 
5. Ditto... ...{ Rajbulhat. 
6 Ditto ... «| Antpore. 
7. Ditto... ... | Rashedpore. 
8. Ditto... ... | Karistanagore. 
9. Rash Jatra ... ...| Mankunda. 
10. Muharram ... «| Hooghly Imambara. 
1l. Uttarayan ... ag ia 
19. Herod. “oa ec | ribeni. 


As usual the Siva Gajan and the Siva Ratri mé/as held at Tarakeswar were 
attended respectively by about 100,000 and 20,000 people. The usual sanita 
arrangements were made at these gatherings under the supervision of the Civil 
Medical Officer and the Subdivisional Officer of Serampore. The Snan Jatra 
and the Ruth Jatra festivals at Mahesh and Ballabhpur in Serampore were held 
on the 18th June and 5th July, respectively, and are estimated to have been 
attended by about 10,000 and 40,000 persons, respectively. The Uttarayan 
and the Baruni mélas held at Tribeni were each attended ef 25,000 to 30,000 

ple. Sanitary and police arrangements were made by the Municipal 
mmissioners of Bansberia in consultation with the Civil Surgeon of Hooighily 
and the District Superintendent. of Police, 

228, As reported last year there was no regular fair in the district of 
Howrah except the weekly cattle market at Ulubaria. The sales of cattle, 
during the year under report and the previous year are said to have been as 


follows :— 


1893-94. 1894-95, 
Cows and bullocks eee 28,984 24,932 
Goats and sheep $i 34,999 13,200 


At none of these fairs was there any outbreak of disease or any unpleasant 
incident deserving of notice. 

229. As in the previous year the cattle-pounds were administered by the 

(iii) Pounds. District Boards and. Municipalities. The subjoined 

statement shows the number of pounds and the 

amount of the collections made in the last two years :— 








Number of pounds | Collections— 










1893-94. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1894-95. 


Burdwan ... 
Birbhum ... 
Bankura ... 


ioe 
Hooghly of 






" Pie. amount was shown as Rs, 12,286 in the last year’s report ; the Collector's explanation bas 
« ~ amet pen 
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It will be seen from the above statement that while the mimber of pounds * 

i prepeed by 10 during the year, the collections fell from Rs. 49,000. to 

. 41,396, showing a decrease of Rs. 7,604, a result. which is due to decreased 
‘eompetition amongst bidders in Birbhum, Bankura, and Hooghly, the realisation 
of a large amount of the balances of previous years in 1893-94 in Midnapore, 

» and bad collections made by the Sadar and Katwa Local Boards in Burdwan. 

: 230. -Many of the pounds in Burdwan were inspected by the Magistrate 
and the Subdivisional Officers while on tour and by the Inspectors of Pounds, 
There was an Inspector of cattle-pounds and ferries for the Kalna and Katwa 
subdivisions and one for the Sadar subdivision of the Burdwan district. In. 
Birbhum a Pound Inspector was employed during the year for tho urpose of 
seeing that impounded cattle are properly housed, fe , and rutaced, and for 
realising pound rents. Sub-Inspectors of Schools were also required in this 
district to inspect pounds, and some of them were inspected by the District 
Magistrate himself. The Magistrates of Midnapore, Bankura, Hooghly, and 
Howrah have said nothing as to how pounds in their districts were inspected. 

231. The new pound forms prescribed by Government circular No. 3T.M., 
dated 22ad May 1893, have proved successful in Burdwan, but the keeping up 
of the form correctly requires, Mr. Windsor thinks, more knowledge than is 
nade by the illiterate persons who are generally left in charge of pounds. 

he question of acquiring permanent sites for pounds has been before the 
several Local Boards in Burdwan. 

232. As regards pound collections, the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. Mame 
is not satisfied with the way in which they have been made by the Sadar an 
Katwa Local Boards. Mr. Vincent, Collector of Bankura, says that the pounds 
he had seen were in bad repair and not properly looked after by the Local 
Boards, and he doubts the expediency of making over pounds to these local 
bodies when they are manifestly wanting in energy. Mr, Grierson says that 
the mismanagement of pounds by the Local Boards in Howrah was disgraceful. 


XXXIV.—SOCIAL AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS—STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING 
AND THE PUBLIC PRESS, 


233. There are Hari Sabhas and Brahmo Sabhas in almost all the districts 
of the Division. In Howrah, Hooghly, and pc hoge Rate-payers’ Assocations 
have been formed, having for their object the discussion and criticism of the 
proceedings of local bodies. Their suggestions are sometimes influenced by 

arty spirit and so far have not been of much value. There are branches of the 
ae Associations in the principal towns of Midnapore, but they show little 
sign of vitality, meeting only to elect delegates to the Congress. The institu- 
tions which deserve special mention are the Utterpara Hitakari Sabha, of 
which the object is the promotion of female education, the Hooghly National 
Muhammadan Association, which confines itself to the advancement of Muham- 
madan interests, and the pocket for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
at Howrah, which is reported to have worked well. The year was eminently 
one of plenty, peace, and contentment. Nothing of general importance 
occurred to call for any display of popular feeling, and nothing but local 
politics disturbed the placid surface of village life. The masses take little 
interest in what does not concern them directly. They possess no knowledge 
of the questions of the day, and care very little for them, Public feeling 
is confined to the educated classes, who generally take their opinions from 
the Calcutta newspapers specially written for their perusal, among which the 
principal are the Statesman, the Hindu Patriot, the Indian Mirror, the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika, the Reis and Rayyet, the Bangabashi, the Dainik, the Sanjibani, 
and the Hitabadi, RY. aN 

234, The papers published in the Division are—(1) the Burdwan Sanjibani, 
which is conducted by a pleader of the, local bar and is usually loyal and 
moderate in its tone; (2) the Bankura Darpan, which is reported to have a wide 
circulation locally on account of the official information for which it claims a 
speciality ; (3) the Ulubaria Darpan ; (4) the Darshuk; and (5) the Chinsura 

artabaha, both published at the latter place. These do not represent any 
particular section of the community, are loyal in their tone, and are parochial 
in their scope. Another pane published at Chinsura is (6) the Lducation 
Gazette, which is devoted chiefly to matters relating to the Education Department 
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rand is subsidised” by Government. The questions of general interest which 


engaged .the attention of the Press of the Division during the year were (1) * 


the Police Bill; (2) the Sanitary Drainage Bill; (3) the Imperial Budget; 
and (4) the re-imposition of the cotton duties. 

235. The outward relations between the Hindus and the Muhammadans 
continued to be good, and the Division was free from those fanatical outbreaks 
which disturbed the peace of other parts of the province. 


XXXV.—SUBORDINATE EXECUTIVE ESTABLISHMENT AND CHARACTER OP 
OFFICERS. 


236. Mr. Dutt has left the following remarks 
on record regarding the character of officers :— 

“Among the young officers who acted as Collectors in the Division within 
the year under report I desire specially to bring to the notice of Government 
the excellent services of Mr. Duke, who acted at Hooghly. His supervision 
over all departments under him was close and unremitting, his enquiries and 
reports were thorough and careful, and his administration generally was as 
sympathetic and popular as it was able and sucessful. 

“Among Subdivisional Officers Mr, Fischer, of Serampore, Mr. Webster, of 
Raniganj, and Babu Jagabandhu Bhuttacharji, of Contai, deserve special and 
favourable mention for their excelleat work. They are all in charge of heavy 
subdivisions and have done their work with care, diligence and sound judgment. 

“Among the Deputy Magistrates employed in the Sadar stations, I desire to 
mention the names of four officers, Babu Pyari Mohan Banerjea, employed at 
Hooghly, is an officer of long service, during which he has earned for himself the 
reputation of an able executive officer and a sound judicial officer. Babu 
Atul Chandra Chatterjea, who has been selected to be Personal Assistant to the 
Commissioner of Burdwan, is an able and experienced officer, thorou hly trust- 
worthy, and much respected for his high personal character. Babu Mchaniod 
Gupta, who has for years been employed in connection with drainage works, is 
an officer of great abilities, and hes performed exceptionally good service in his 
special work ; and the success attained in the work is mainly due to his care 
and industry. And, ar Maulvi Muhammad-ul-Nubi, employed in Hooghly, 
has distinguished himself by his careful, thorough and intelligent work in every 
department which is placed in his charge.” 


Character of officers. 


XXXVI.—CONDUCT OF ZAMINDARS. 


237. The conduct of the zamindars was satisfactory. The Burdwan Raj 
estate continued to be managed with signal success by Raja Banbihari Kapur. 
The disagreements between the heirs of Maharani Horosundari of Searsole 
have not yet been settled. Differences arose between the Bengal Coal Com. 
pany, and their raiyats in the Raniganj subdivision in consequence of an 
attempt on the part of the former to assess lakhiraj lands. he matter has, 
however, been settled. Raja Ram Ranjan Chukerbutty Bahadur, of Hetam- 

ur, in the district of Birbhum, maintains his character for moderation and 

Sealty, The mohunt of Mullarpur, who died in April last, is reported to have 
been harsh in his dealings with his tenants. In the Rampur Hat subdivision 
the agents of some of the non-resident zamindars are said to have abused 
their power. There are no large zamindars in Bankura, and the Collector 
has recorded no remarks under this head. In Midnapore the relations between 
Messrs. Watson and Company and their raiyats are reported to have much 
improved. There is nothing special to notice in regard to the zamindars of 
the districts of Hooghly and Howrah except that the disputes between the 
rival claimants to the mohuntship of Tarakeswar gave rise to disturbances 
during a part of the year." 


XXXVII—GENERAL REMARES. 


288. Having taken charge of the Division after the close of the year, I have 
little to say under this head from my own experience. As stated elsewhere, the 


” 


* 





ets ppe ‘many branches of the admini 
a decrease in crime. The number pine of so ad ie 
from 4,333 to 4,018, but the number of documents registered 
The allotments, amounting to Rs, 9,000, made to the 
~ distri ivision for advances under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act 
_ remained undistributed with the exception of Rs. 250. A decrease in ordinary 
loan transactions is indicated by a decrease in the revenue from non-judicial 












239. Sido by side with these signs of material prosperity there is a melan- 
choly record of death and suffering among the people uring the year. The 
attendance at the dispensaries spersiaat: y. The malarial “fevers pro- 
verbially prevalent in the Division raged with violence in all the districts, 
and severe outbreaks of cholera were reported from many parts, the result 
being a marked increase in the death-rate which affected alike rural and muni- 
cipal areas, and will cause 1894 to be remembered as a very unhealthy year. 

_ 240. Judging from statistics the administration of the Division appears to 
have been successful. The matters which require special attention at the hands 
of District Officers during the current year are the resumption of chaukidari and 
pharidari lands and the reorganisation of the village police on a thoroughly 
sound basis by the substitution of Act VI chaukidars, in place of, men under the 
old Regulation, the careful observance of the new tauzi procedure, the improve- 
ment of sanitation in municipalities, the more efficient discharge of their duties 
by satel Bares, and the successful working of the village unions recently 
established, 
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Statement showing the “ Up” and “ Down” Import tte Export of traff of the 
several stations in the district of Burdwan, carried by rail, during the Year 
ending 81st March 1895. 











Inrorts. Exports. 
List or ARTIOLEs. 

From up | From down To up To down 
country. country. country. country. 

1 | 2 8 | 4 6 

ds. 

1, Rico ae we tre 184 
2. Paddy ig a 6,830,894 
8. Wheat aie ote 934 
4. Gram and pulse oh 11,674 
6. Other food grains aii 880 
6. Jute, raw an one 262 
1. Gatey Sant oe aie 7,366 
“ Linseed a on 4,478 
; Mustard seed .. oe 6,768 
10. Ten, Indian... wee aor 
11, Cotton, raw oa oe 71 
12. Silk, raw ae at 172 
13. Sugar, refined .. Meee 20 
14 Sugar, unrefined see 2,161 
16. Tobaccomanufactured "268 
16. Ditto unmanufactured .., 7,685 
17. Cotton piece-goods ¢ in bales 128 

European. in boxes ays 

18. Cotton piece-goods ¢ in bales woe 
Indian. {in boxes 4 
19. Cotton twist, Seuntarice way yy 
20. Ditto Indian a 61 
21. Salt ove ni 4,465 

22. Kerosine oil... ots 67,136 8656" 


Statement showing the “Up” and “ Down” Import and Export traffic of the 
severa stations in the district of Birbhum, carried by ratl, during the Year 
ending 31st March 1895. 





16,19,011 
Wheat G1,000 
4. Gram and pulse 1 = 
6. Other food-grains +4 
. _ — A = 
. Gunn: 
8 pat ring rr 
9. Mustard seed 5.546 
10. Toa, Indian Sat7 
11. Qotton, raw aN 
12. Silk, "do. S16 
18. Sugar, refined 988 
14. Do. unrefined re rt 
a Tobacco, manufactured _..,. 4,084 
Do. unmanufactured .. 65 
7, Cotton vengesty i in bales nr 
18. = m pee, fin bal tales n0 
19. Cotton twist, B = 4a 
gonna 
21, Salt me x 4 
22, Kerosine oil... od — 





acleagar ae SSS Wai esd Moris inde 0 
Stations of the Hooghly District out of 21 named in the list, forwarded with 
“Commissioner's Circular No. 73J.G., of $3-4=1895, carried by rail during 

‘ : the Year ending 81st March 1895. 


| Turonrs. | Exronrs. 






Last oF ARTIOLES. 
From up | From down To up 


To dowp 
country, country. country. 


country. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF TE 
_ ADMINISTRATION OF THE INCOME TAX | 


THE YEAR 1894.95, 








FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT—SEPARATE REVENUE. 
Daryjeeling, the 29th August 1895, 
RESOLUTION—No, 2931—F, _ 


Read— 


The Report of the Board of Revenue on the financial results of the Administration of 
the Income-tax for the year 1894-95, 


The Report, which has been punctually submitted, is a record of good and 
steady improvement in the administration of the income-tax throughout the 
Province. No administrative change of any importance was effected Turing the 
year in the working of the Income-tax Act. 

2. The following statement compares the financial results of the income- 
tax during the last two years :— 

1893-04. 1894-95. 
Persons. Persons. 
Number of persons originally assessed, exclud- 
ing Government servants. ‘ 107,741 108,765 


Number of persons finally assessed, excluding 
Government servants beer + 105,476 106,975 
Number of persons finally assessed, including 


Government servants ~ te see 113,770 115,583 
Number of assessees, including Government 
servants, who paid the tax within the year ai sy 


Final demand of income-tax for the ourrent 
year oat are ose -48,51,144 44,87,280 
Final demand, including penalties, fines, and 


arrears of previous years os +» 46,06,082 47,20,384 
Collections of income-tax within the year... 41,97,022 43,95,230 
Gross receipts Fs coe e. 43,48,458 45,61,118 * 
Charges eae Se i L,r6je72 1,765,203 

ercentage of charges on receip } ays f “9 
Net revenue son wes +. 41,72,181 48,85,415 


The net revenue shows an increase of 5:1 per cent. against an increase of 
‘3 per cent. in the previous year. The gross receipts, including advance pay- 
ments and excess collections, and making allowance for various adjustments, 
. eredited to Government at the close of the year amounted to Rs. 45,61,118, of 
ae Rs. 44,20,612 represent the receipts on account of the current demand 
or the year. 
fe 3. yThe increase in the final demand occurred in every district, except 
‘Champaran, Ti Dacca, Chittagong, Noakhali, Darbh » Singhbhum 
Rajshahi, Hooghly, Jalpaiguri, Bankura, Jessore, the Sonthal Pargasen, an 
Muzaffarpur. The decrease in Champaran and Hooghly is attributed to the 
diminution of income of certain assessees who had suddenly acquired a large 
access of income in the preceding year. In Tippera, Chittagong, and Noakhali 
the decrease was owing to the transfer of! payment of income-tax of the 
employés of the Assam-Bengal Railway to Shi ng. Various causes are assigned 
for the decline in the other districts, which do not call for special notice, 
_ 4. Demand, collections, and balances.—The following statement shows the 
original demand, the revised demand, and the percentage of collections from 
assesseos, exclusive of Government servants :— 


Amount of Percentage 
final demand final demand. 





« 


60 per cent. 





he 


The 0 


Be utstanding balance at the close of the year 1894-95, including penalti 
and costs, amounted to Rs. 1,62,002, against Rs. 2,66,087 at the close ‘of 1803- 
+ a creditable result which the Lieutenant-Governor has noticed with satisfactions 
Of this’ balance, Rs. 54,958 are reported to be good and under realization. 
Rs. 48,239 doubtful, and Rs. 58,805 bad and irrecoverable. 
5. The districts which succeeded in collecting the entire demand within 
the year, were Bogra, Noakhali, Patna, and Malda, closely followed by Puri, 


Pabna, Ti pera, and Chittagong. In the following districts the collections on 
account of the current and arrear demand were below 95 per cent. :— 
Manbhum ... wwe 948 Darbhanga eaes ORD 
Dinajpur ate a) oe Khulna... A thbet Th 
Caloutta.., we OL 24-Parganas .. 765 
Muzaffarpur we 918 Singhbhum we 756 


With the exception of Dinajpur, the same districts also failed to rttain the 
rascals standard in the pepordiing year. Three of these districts—Singh- 
hum, 24-Parganas, and Darbhanga—further failed to collect 95 per cent. of the 
final demand of the current year on account of tax only. The explanation given 
in the report of short collections cannot in all cases be accepted as satisfac- 
tory, and the Lieutenant-Governor must again express the hope that greater 
care and vigilance will be exercised in future in this important branch of the 
work. It is observed that the low percentage of collections in the 24-Parganas 
is again this year attributed in some measure to heavy arrears, chiefly due 
from the European employés of certain local mills, who, notwithstanding the 
attempts made by the Deputy Collector to explain the law to them, persist in 
deferring the payment of their dues till ‘after the expiration of the year or 
quarter. The Collector must again communicate with the defaulters, and, if 
necessary, enforce stringently the provisions of the law in their case. 

6. Assessments.—The number of villages (including streets in Calcutta) 
visited by the 49 assessors in the Province was 68,461, against 71,534 in 1893-94, 
The decrease is for the most part more nominal than real, being due 'to the fact 
that in some districts villages which were not actually visited, but regarding which 
enquiries were made in the neighbourhood, were formerly returned as having been 
visited, "Che number of persons finally assessed was 106,175, a inst 105,476 
in 1893-94, showing an increase of 1-4 percent. Gaya shows the largest increase 
(278 persons), followed by Dinajpur, Midnapore, Pabna, Dacca, and Chittagong, 
which show an increase ranging from 183 to 102. In a few districts there 
wus a falling off, but in no istrict, sqve in Calcutta (208) and Tippera (184), did 
it exceed 70. In Calcutta, which had shown an increase in 1893-94, the cause 
of decrease during the year under review has not been explained; in Tippera, 
rege 3 and the transfer of payment of income-tax of certain railway employ és 
to Shillong are said to be responsible for the falling off. 

7. Olyections.—The following table gives statistics of objections to 


assessment :— 















Taber Percentage of 

originally Numbe seaaful to total 

axsosse Number Percentage of f ‘fal hanes eg en re 

Yuan. cement . of objections. objections. voleeticne. rare ania (6 
mpbacast column 3. 

1 | 2 | 8 | 4 5 6 

1898-94... 107,741 12,269 4 4,693 374 
1894-95... 108,765 10,636 98 8,486 $2°8 


The percentage of objections to assessments was again highest in Gaya 
35). Puri shows slightly better results, being 20°5 against 23 in 1893-94. 

kura shows a percentage of 23°7. The percentage of successful objections 
exceeded 40 in Calcutta (53:2), Gaya (45:6), Bankura (43°4), 24-Parganas 
41°3), and Saran oer The Licutenant-Governor is glad to acknowledge the 
improvement on the results of the previous year, when ten districts had more 
than 40 per cent. of successful objections, and five of these had more than 
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Be, Incidence of @ faz.— The average incidenad of the tik in the 
«Province ing the tax on interest of Government 
salaries of Government officials) was Re. 1 to every: 17 


persons, agai 

ersons in the preceding year. Outside Calcutta, the average inciden ¥ 
Re. 1 to 84-9 oes 9 a Re. 1 to 35-7 in 1893-94, Dutjedling continues 
to show the. Scher mufassal average—Re. 1 to every 5 persons; while the 

incidence was lowest in Singhbhum—Re. 1 to 92 persons. The average incidence 

in Calcutta was Re. 1 to every 4 persons, and 1 person in every 39 was’ 
* assessed to the tax. The proportion of persons assessed for the whole of Bengal 

was 1 to 665, against 1 to-674 in the previous year. 

‘ 9. The following statement shows for the year under report and for pre- 
vious years, the distribution of the income-tax and of the other direct taxes 

whieh preceded it as between Calcutta and the rest of the province:— 


” 


NUMpbER oF bape ASSESSED Amount on tax REALIZED 


Total of Total of 
Ftd Rest of 





Years. Act imposing tax, 





















860-61 x, | Incomestax Act, XXXII-of 1860 ,., 241,997 |  d4f,907 | 90,00,061 | $4,709,428 | db,59,480 
1861-02 7. Ditto ‘ditio me 266,471 | 248471 | 17,838,500 | 40,635,045. | 55,59/445. 
1862-63 Ditto Gitta ot 61,740 61,740 17,09, 743 31,80,304 48,40,087 
1863-64, Ditto itto oe ie oe 87, 879 12,82,583 22,59,818 B4,02,401 
1864-5. Ditto, «© ditto fo “ Aa oly 867 11,47,002 2),00,435 31,47,497 
1867-05 .., | License Acts, XXI and XXIX of 1867... .. 160,040 153,872 4,66, 28% 10,793,255 | 16,45,061 
1868-09 °.,| Certificate Tax Act IX of vB 2. 64,161 03,085 | 5,30 8,74,077 | 14,148,018 
1809-70 ‘1! | Tucome-tax Acts, 1X and XXIII of 1860 and ; f 

XVLof 1870... SON fy ORLA Ties 142,812 | 165,070 | 19,2040 | 96,26,180 | 38,406,614 

1870-71, to ditto h 97.351 w1, BeaLaRs | 48,09,175 | 04,20, 
187-72 {| Incomo-tax Act, XII of 1871 —_... 43,065 SLAG) 187,155 62, 20,40,190 
173 f Ditto Lit of 1872. 27,898 21, Bagliy | a6, 
1878-79 “7, | License Tax Act, 1 (13.C,) of 1878 808,706 | 840,507 85,131 | 28°30; 26,65,753 
1870-80 Ditto “ditto 718,005 || 740/482 00,002 | 15,67,004 | 18\67,788 
1880-81 | itto «TL. (B.C, of 1880 43,114 71,566 11/260 | 10;73,602 | 1484652 
ISS1-82 itto 60,990 68.878 | 412/200 | 10;26,865 | 14,89,188 
Yue 61,407 69,841 | 4,08,000 | 20,95, 14,29,656 

BESS 62,620 71,293 Sears 10,80, at 
188685, G1,O3L 70,259 04,570 | 10,27,426 | 14,51,006 
1885-36... itto ditto 61,083 832 B12, fe 10,16,977 2, 
1886.67 | Income-tax Act, 11 of 1886 77,181 98,511¢ | 176,885 | 16.78,706 | 33,84,081+ 

887-88, Ditto ‘ditto 70,297 
1 tto 79,279 

79,710 
1 80,829 
Bee 
83,842 


° res not available. i ¥ pi 
+ Bxclusive of the tax on salaries, &c,, recovered by the Accouniant-Goneral and tho tux ‘on the intérest of Government secur ities 


The figures show that out of the total collections, riedrly one-half (48-9 
per cent.) is contributed by Calcutta alone, and that, as was observed last year, 
the yield of the tax, both in Calcutta and in the mufassal, continties to increase, 

10. Coercive measures.—The following table exhibits the main facts in 
~via with the coercive measures which had to be taken for the realization 
of the tax:~— 







Number of | D18tRESs wangayrs. “Casxs OF DISTRAINT. Casms OF saLx, 
s Yau persons : 
« finally as- Percent- Percent. Pere 
t- 
sessed. Nuniber.| age to | Number.| age to | Number. hae'to 
column 2, column 2, | column 2, 











1892-93 
1898.94 
1894-95 


Those figures show an improvemiént on the results of 


The ia vel eraceanta chan previous years, 
i 10: issued to the number of pe 


- Was abov cont..in the districts of Jessore, Sinchbhue RL assessed 
24 Parganas, ‘Tho fist three disireis, which alse shower’ erg mae 


. 
















> ye w some improvement. 
they were most numerous in Jessore, Gaya, and Rangpur. In 
_ Caleutta distress warrants were issued in 736 cases, against 1,499 in the previous’ 

year, and in no case was sale found epee é 

1. The amount of tax collected under section 9(2} of the Income-tax 
Act, which permits private employers to undertake the collection of the tax 
from their employés on receipt of a commission from the Government, was 
Rs. 2,68,234, against Rs. 2,66,584 in the previous year. The number of 
ey Ha &c., who entered into agreements under this section to collect the 
tax fell from 307 to 303. It was carved in last year’s Resolution that the 
Board were inclined to recommend an increase of. the commission allowed, in 
order to afford greater inducement to the companies to enter into such agree: 
ments, but they have since abandoned their sam This special provision 
of the law cannot be expected to work with advantage where the number of 
employés liable to taxation is very small, 

1. LErpenditure.—The total expenditure for the year amounts — to 
Rs. 1,75,703, against Rs. 1,76,272 in the previous year. This decrease, ¢ upled 
with the large increase in collections, is very satisfactory, aud does credit to 
the officers engaged in the administration of the Income-tax Act. 

13, The system of payment of income-tax by money-order continues to 
gain in popularity. No serious cases of embezzlement were discovered during 
the year. Five persons were conyicted for personating assessors aud illegally 
collecting the tax. Under an order issued in October last, income-tax assessors 
are required to learn the numerals of any native language in which accounts are 
usually kept in the district in which they are employed so as to enable them to 
form fair estimates of the income of traders whose accounts are kept in that 
language, and it is reported that all but a few have complied with these orders. 

14. The names of the Deputy Colleetors specially reported by the Board 
as haying done good service, will be communicated to the Appointment Depart- 
ment. 

15. On the question of popular feeling in regard to the income-tax there 
is nothing new to te said. It is necessarily unpopular, but among the classes 
which ase enlightened enough to appreciate the financial position and prospects 
of the country, the tendency is to recognise it as an unpleasant but inevitable 
necessity. 1f the minimum income ‘could be raised to Rs, 1,000, the unpo- 
pularity of the tax would be almost entirely removed. 





By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


H. H. RISLEY, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 










VA Bag Tea NCog NY ah 
% - 


RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR 1894. 


RESOLUTION—No. 4843J. 
POLICE, 


Dated Culoutta, the 31st August 1895. 
Reap— 
The Report on the Administration of the Police Department for the year 1894. 


Read also— 
The Report for the year 1893, and the orders of Government recorded thereon. 


Mr. E. R. Henry held the office of Inspector-General for nine months 
during the year; Mr, A. H. Giles, Deputy Inspector-General, acting during his 
absence, for three months, on privilege leave. The present Report, due on the 
Ist July, was received by Government on the 8th July. The reports from 
Divisional Commissioners, which were due in the Inspector-General’s Office gn 
the 20th March, were received=within that month, with the exception of those 
from the Commssioners of the Presidency and Orissa Divisions, which were not 
received till the 9th and 15th of April, respectively. 

2. Constitution of the Force.—The nn are strength of superior officers 
at the close of the year was 77, including eight probationers. The sanctioned 
strength of the subordinate officers and men was 23,142, as compared with 
22,739 in the previous year ; the difference was due to an increase of 77 Sub- 
Inspectors, 264 constables, and 108 town chaukidars, and a decrease of 46 
head-constables. if 

3. Lxpenditure.—The re table has been prepared by the Inspector- 
General of Police as purporting to show the actual expenditure for thé financial 


year 1894-95, under each of the different heads, as compared with that of 
the preceding year, on the Police under his authori ‘y, excluding those in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts and the South Lushai Hills; but the figares for 1894-95 
are subject to further correction when the Accountant-General has finally closed 
the accounts of that year :— 















—e Heads of charges. 





Rs. 
1,72.331 











1 | Inspecting Agency nell ona | 1,61,894 oe 
2 | Pay of District and Assistant Superintendents ...| 4,71,921 | 6,21,470 e 
3 | Pay of Executive Police and Establishments, with 
good-conduct pay and batta allowance, &c, .. | 28,77,368 | 80,64,673 es 
4 | Travelling Allowance Ef see «| 1,01,698 8,712 
5 | Fixed Boat Establishment ... sad ra 66,671 4% 
6 | Special, Regular and Contract Contingencies «| 671,581 69,646 
7 |Goveroment contribution to the Municipal and 
Railway Police... tes ove «| 1,387,290 at 
8 | Bengal Military Police ... iol “as 81,413 ay 


Total 


Net increase 






2,16,740 


4. ‘The largest increase is under the head “Pay of Executive Police and 
Establishment, &c.,” and is due to the expenditure involved in gradually giving 
effect to the recommendations of the Police Redistribution Committee, 










wore tho recommendations of this Co 
of giving offect.to each of them:—_ 


mmission and the cai 





: | © 1.) Po raise the pay of constables from Rs. 6 to Ks. 7 in the ee 
pintrs five Divisions of Burdwan, the Presidency, Rajshahi, 
nea yer Dacea, and Chittagong on is ag 49,098 
i To recruits free kits on joining oe o 43.566 
To Increase the clothing allowance oak a8 21,219 
To discontinue deductions from the men’s pay towards a 
7 on Napa a “A ee Ree 57,584 
grant s}-ecial allowances to a prosecuting ati 21,120 
To grant allowances for the charge of a Seitaaniies .. 1,583,240 


é 


' 


_ Twouty ‘burglars in Patna City, 8 in Bankipore, and 1 in 


To grant pony allowances to investigating officers woe 25,020 


a 
SO SNAoa Rep 





To increase the number of Sub-Inspectors by reducin, 
that of head-constables fea wibsierags "B  2,99,484 
To increase the number of constables 5 4 ist 50,343 
To reorganise the non-investigating police ... a 80,3838 
Total ve -7,88,962 





Complete effect has ge Hapa given to the first five recommendations 
as well’ as partial effect to remainder except the seventh, which the 
Inspector-General of Police desires to leave in abeyance for the present. The 
substitution of Sub-Inspectors for head-constables as investigating officers is to be 
dually carried out in ten years by anincreased annual allotment of Rs. 28,206. 

Although the burden imposed on provincial revenues by the large increase in ex- 

nditure which has been sanctioned, and which will again show a large increase 
during the current year, is very great, the Lieutenant-Governor has no doubt 
that it was unavoidable, and is calculated to produce most valuable benefits to 
the country by the improvement in police administration. The status of the 

lice has been raised, and the quality of the force correspondingly improved 

y the increase which has been made in their emoluments, and in the character 

and position of the officers by whom local investigations are conducted, 

5. Reduction of ‘investigating centres and recruitment of investigating 
ae et are investigating centres were reduced during the year, in 

rtherance of the reorganisation recommended by the Redistribution Com- 
mittee, Including 145 centres already reduced, 177 centres have been 
abolished out of 188 recommended for abolition. The  Inspector-General 
observes that some of the remaining few will have to be retained. ‘The system 
of recruiting the investigating staff by competitive examination, started in 1893, 
was continued during the year, and 173 candidates were passed at the two ex- 
aminations held. Mr. Henry says of these officers: ‘‘It may be anticipated 
hat in some classes of cases they will not prove as successful detectives as the 
men they are replacing, for their education and traditions will make them unwil- 
‘ling to adopt devices and methods of working of questionable legality, not 
wholly unknown to an older generation of police officers. Their obvious failing 
4s lack of experience —a defect time will remedy. They are better educated than 
their predecessors, and for the most part come from a more respectable section 
of middle class native society. ‘The course of instruction they undergo will prove 
4nvdluable in fitting them for the duties they have to discharge on being posted 
‘to districts.” ‘They receive a three-months’ course of instruction in the Police 
“Code, Law, and Drill. The classes have hitherto been held at Chinsurah and 
‘Bankipore, but. will in future be held at Bhagalpur, where a Police School has 
‘beon fitted up for the purpose. 

6. Working of the Town Police-—Changes made in the town constabulary 
during the year resulted in a net increase of 108 town chavkidars and a decrease 
of 75 constables, at en inereased cost of Rs, 1,176 per annum. The object of this 
2 m is to ensure efficiency, as well as we eanige by the appointment of local 
‘and-acclimatised men, drawing less pay than the constabulary, and with no 
claim to pension. — In districts where wages have risen, little saving in annual 
-expenditure can be effected, but there will ‘be a reduction in the pension 

The town beats have been revised in several districts, with the object 


 Pebling the watch and ward chaukidars to patrol in pairs, and excellent 


“results are’ shown to have followed when the system was oar supervised. 
uzaffarpur were 


* 












_ arrested flagrante delicto by the men on duty. In the matter of street li B 
. the Inspector-General reports that little has been done. In 36 districts, some 
667 additional street lamps were erected; but almost everywhere the side 
Streets and lanes are still unprotectel, Some preavees has been made ‘in the 
Patna Division, where Mr. Forbes has succeeded in inducing Municipal Com- 
‘missioners generally to contribute money to supply the police lanterns with 
oil. Asa rule, however, municipalities have not come forward #s readily as 
they should have done in this matter. 
‘ 7. Rural Police.—The further development and improvement of the village 
police has continuously occupied the attention of Government ‘during recent 
* years, and important changes have been embodied in Act | (B.C.) of 1892 and 
im separate orders. ‘The object of these changes has been-to treat the rural 
police as a branch of the regular constabulury, to free them from the local fetters 
which have to a great extent checked their valueas an arm of the administra- 
tion, to encourage a better class of men to.enlist in their ranks, to ensure the 
prompt and full payment of their salaries; and to bring them under the more 
immediate supervisioa of the higher police officials. The result of these 
measures has been the subject of special reports from Divisional Commissioners, 
who have been able generally to testify to their success. 
8. . It appears that the total number of chaukidars in the province during 
the past three years was as follows :-— 








Class of chaukidars, 1892, 1893, 1894, 
Under Act VI of 1870 oats + 96,787 101,517 109,870 
Under Regulation XX of 1817, salaried ... 53,665 45,696 41,366 
Ditto. ditto ehakran chau- 
. kidars.., 18,629 17,911 17,003 
Total .. 169,081 168,124 168,239 











This statement shows that considerable progress has been made in extending 
the operation of the Chaukidari Act. Out of 58,369 Regulation chaukidars, no less 
than 29,913, or more than half, are in the Danian Divicen, where sustained 
efforts are now being made in all the districts to extend the provisions of Act 
VI of 1870 to all places-to which it is applicable. In the Presidency Division, 
Regulation chaukidars are confined to a corner of the Murshidabad district, 
while in the Chittagong, Dacca, and Rajshahi Divisions the provisions of the 
Chaukidari Act of 1870 have been com pletely extended. In the Patna Divi- 
sion, Mr. Forbes reports that during the Int two years the number of Regulation 
chaukidars has been decreased by 50 per cent., mainly owing to the energetic 
measures adopted in the Saran and Shahabad districts. In the Bhagalpur 
district it is reported that the further extension of Act VI is called for, as the 
jaghir-holding chaukidars rarely reside within their beats. In Chota Nagpur 
a special Act (V of 1887) is in force, but there are still 1 ,3857 chaukidars uader 
Regulation XX of 1817. As regards the Orissa Division, the expediency of 
introducing Act VI of 1870 is still under the consideration of Government in 
connection with the settlement now proceeding, 

More attention has been paid to the important matter of encouraging 
deserving chaukidars by the grant of rewards, the number of chaukidars who 
received rewards having risen from 1,444 in 1892 to 2,822 in 1894, and the 
amount so expended from Kis, 7,644 to Rs. 12,545. The rules issued by Govern- 
ment during the year for the better administration of the District Chaukidari 
Reward Fund are calculated to lead to further improvement in this respect. 
The attempts made to recruit the village watch from a better class of society 
have only met with partial success, but in some districts of the Dacca Division, 
where the District Officers have exercised a ‘zealous supervision, and the Com- 
missioner, Mr. Luttman-Johnson, has devoted much trouble to the matter, 
encouraging results have been attained. The 
Lieutenant-Governor to think that the inherent repugnance on the part of the 
better classes to perform the-duties of chaukidar has en somewhat exaggerated, 
and justify the opinion that such scruples are chiefly based upon causes which 
can 
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e removed, and may, to a great extent, be overcome by the exercise of a 


more personal interest in the condition of the chaukidars, In Rajshahi flicient. 
stanton has not been devoted to the prompt payment of salties a to the 
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( nt orders inthis connection, Tt was found necessary in August last ie 


all cases in which the statistics of ‘the previous year show that distress warrants 
had been issued for the recovery of salaries from the panchayat in default, 
There is no harshness in the enforcement of this rule which is likely to 
operate rather as a kindness than as a penalty, It is intended to obviate’ the 
necessity of attachment warrants, and if the panchayats dislike personal 
attendance, they are always in a position to know that they can avoid it by 


yy down’ a rule. insisting on the personal attendance of panchayats at police: — 
_ stations, and requiring them to pay there the salary of the owner in full in 






punctual payment to the chaukidar in his village, and by sending in the salary , 


to the police-station, either by deputy or by the hands of the chankidar himseli, 
In the Nadia district it is reported that over 500 chaukidars do not reside within 
the limits of their beats—a fact that must render them of little use for purposes 
of watch and ward. In Jessore two police officers were punished for employing 
chaukidars upon menial duties, but the orders of Government in this matter are 
reported to have génerally been strictly observed: 

Mr. Henry draws attention ‘to the disadvantage which the village police 
are under in having no immediate superiors or headmen, and suggests that 
the system which has been introduced in some districts, of appointing a circle 
chaukidar or dafadar for groups of villages, should be widely extended. 
The dafadar would be responsible to the station police for the due performance of 
chaukidari work within his circle. This suggestion has the support of 
Government, and might be effectively adopted in connection with the establish- 
ment of Union Committees, the area of a dafadar’s jurisdiction being made 
conterminous with that of the Village Union. Elsewhere advantage should be 


* taken of the igebleste of Act I (B.C.) of 1892 to group together considerable 


bead 


ae 


areas as chaukidari villages having a population of about 5,000, with about 9 or 
10 chaukidars under one dafadar. : 

9. Additional Police,—Additional police were entertained in four cases in 
Tippera and Nadia to preserve the peace in some disturbed villages, in Saran to 
prevent the recurrence of an anti-kine-killing agitation, and in Monghyr to 

revent obstruction on the line of railway. he force of extra police at 

rokirchar, mentioned in the report for last “year, was retained with a slight 
increase; while that in the Dasbhaigk district was reduced. The additional police 
shown in last year’s report as quartered in the Murshidabad, Patna, Gaya, and 
Shahabad districts, were removed during the year. 

10, Special constables.—Special police were employed during the year in 
22 instances, in 16 districts, to the number of 449 men, as compared with 594 
in 1892 and 993 in 1898. The Lieutenant-Governor notices that in 10 of these 
cases the police were entertained for too long a period, and he regards the 
enrolment of 16 members of panchayats in the Faridpur district, for neglecting 
to appoint chaukidars, as altogether wrong in principle, and opposed to 
the orders on the subject of the appointment of special constables which 
have recently been issued by Government. It has been explained that it is 
desirable to select leading and influential men, because their authority is likely 
to be respected by the mass of the population, and that from this point of view 
it would be reasonable to appoint the ringleaders of contentious factions to be 
special constables duting a period of excitement, as their presence while 
employed in patrolling the streets or on other duties imposed on them 
would show that they were not engaged in fomenting the disturbances, 
but were using their influence to repress them. In regard to the duration 
of the appointment, it has been pointed out that special constables should 
only be appointed to meet cases of sudden emergency, and therefore only 
for the time during which the special cause of disturbance exists, ¢.g., during a 
religious festival or the prevalence of a flood which may lead men to cut an 
embankment which it is essential to preserve. In every case in which a 
Magistrate finds it necessary to appoint special constables, he is directed 
without delay to submit to the Commissioner of the Division a report of 
the fact, showing the number and class of persons appointed, and the period 
for which the appointment is made. Special constables should not, however, 
be appointed in tho case of disputes regarding rights in land which have to.be 
settled inthe civil court. If in such cases the locality is in a disturbed and 
dangerous condition and the ordinary preventive sections of the Criminal 


Procedure Code are found to be insufficient for the maintenance of peace, it 


ou 


- 









may be necessary to appoint additional police under sec ot V of 
_ but not-special es undor section 17 of the Act. If the disturbanc 
tinues long, a git should be made for a settlement and record of 
- ander the Bengal Tenancy Act, as the quickest and best way of settling the dispute. 
11. ary Police.—The three companies of Military Police, each 100 — 







’ strong, with head-quarters at Dacca, Dumka, and Bhagalpur, were maintained 
at their usual standard of efficiency. Their conduct throughout has been excel- 
lent, and their discipline and smartness are creditable. Detachments from the 
Dacca and-Bhagalpur companies were sent to quell a disturbance in the Nayagarh 

. State in November 1894—a service which they accomplished effectively in spite 
of the fact that 75 per cent, of the men suffered in health. Half of the Dumka — 
company remained throughout the year, and half of the Bhagalpur company 
for part of the year, at Bankipore, in connection with the anti-kine-k ling 
agitation in the Patna Division, During the year medals and clasps were dis- 
tributed to men of the Dacca company for their services iu the Lushai expedi- 
tion of 1891-92. The formation of another company of Military Police for 
Gnatong was sanctioned during the year. . 

12. Drill and organisation of Reserves.—The district police reserves were 
thoroughly organised, and established upon a footing distinct from the ordi- 
nary reserves. They are now not used for escorts or guards, except on 
emergency and under written orders of the District Magistrate. The whole 
of the Cuttack and Puri district reserves were in September deputed to 
Nayagarh, to assist in quelling the disturbances thore. 

13. Casuaities.~-The following figures show the details of casualties during 
the past three years :— 





1892, 1893. 1894. 
1. Retirement on pension or gratuity 420 or 18 percent. 412or 1°74 percent, 465 or 1:93 per cent, 
2. Resignation ove ow 123, S81 w 728, 309 » 889,, B70 4 
8. Dismissal wae «» 686, 26 , 624 ,, 266 ,, 615 ,, 256 , 
4. Discharge ape as Me ne 8 ss 220, ‘4 TOL SOT es 
5. D on wes eee 61 ” 2 ” 42,, 18 ” 47 ” 19 ” 
6. Death oa coe, BOL ag 11 BB 1s 465.,, 193 ,, 659 ,, 233 
Total ... 2,456 or 106, 2,481 or 106 » , 27860rll4 , 


Casualties during the year amounted to 11°4 per cent. of the sanctioned 
strength, showing an increase of ‘9 per cent. over the previous year’s figures, 
chiefly under the head “ Resignation.” ‘This increase is ascribed by the 
Inspector-General to the fact that service in the lower grades of the police is 

unpopular, The figures have not, however, varied much during the past five 
years, and resignation has for several years accounted for the largest number of 
casualties. ; 

14, Torture and extortion by the polce.—The record of offences under this 
class is again inconsiderable |The number of cases of torture reported was 14, 
compared with 17 in 1893 and 82 in 1892. Of these, no less than 4 cases are 
reported from the district of Bankura. Ten cases were pronounced false, in 
4 cases the police officers concerned were discharged, and in 1 case a con- 
viction was had in the lower court, but was set aside on appeal. It. is satis- 
factory to learn that not a single case was ultimately proved. The number 
of cases of -extortion reported -rose from 70 in 1893 to 127 m 1894, -but 
the Inspector-General states ‘that only 83 were really charges, of extortion, 
the remaining 44 cases falling under other sections of the Penal Code. Of 
the 83 charges of extortion, 14 resulted in conviction, 32 in dise or 
‘acquittal, 4 were not tried, 10;were dismissed, and 23 shown as false. Eleven 
| parmerespan under section 211, Indian Penal Code, were instituted, against 
14 in the previous year, 3 of which.ended in conviction and6 in acquittal, 
2 remaining undecided at the close of ‘the year, Nearly one-fourth of the 
total number of reported cases -of extortion, and all the 44 cases against the 
ae under other sections of the Code, were instituted in the district of 

ymensingh. Most of these cases are reported to have been fulse, and 
the Inspector-Gereral -of Police would seem to -haye good ground for his — 
opinion that:there was something like a combined effort made in this district 
.to:terrorise ‘the police. “Halse complaints were encouraged by the i 
remarks made by Deputy Magistrates against the police—remarks prey 
‘based on mere » n,” and it was not till Mr. Earle took the matter:un 
seers am ince -all cases of this’ kind in the hands of the Joint-Magi sdb 
ill several of the false accusers were punished, that the police were able ' 
orm the ution in Seed and safety. ‘The most important of the e 
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“It will be seen that the number of convictions under the Penal Code 
and the Police Act has increased, while departmental punishments have 
slightly decreased in number. About 40 per cent. of head-constables and 16 

cent. of constables were punished during the year. These figures, as the 
nspector-General remarks, are ve unsatisfactory, and the enquiries made 
during the year have shown that District Superintendents frequently exercise 
their powers with but little discrimination. The Inspector-General considers 
» that punishments were over-numerous and fines unduly large. In connection 
with the subject of punishment, Mr. Henry has adverted to the quarterly 
statements submitted under the orders of Government of the comments made 
by judicial officers on the conduct of the police. ‘“ In some instances,” Mr. Henry 
says, ‘I have had to submit to Government remarks made by both judicial and 
executive officers, condemning the police in unmeasured terms, although the con- 
demnation was not warranted by any facts elicited, and was based upon an 
interpretation of motives and conduct which would not commend itself to an 
impartial or well-balanced judgment. Such comments must necessarily prove 
demoralising to (a officers, and make them dread the fearless discharge of 
their duty, which may lead to their being placed in a legal pillory from which 
extrication is a matter of difficulty and uncertainty.” Sir Charles Elliott agrees 
with these remarks. In one case a Sessions J udge remarked of a police ofticer 
that “he must either be very corrupt or very stupid. In either case he deserves 
severe punishment.” His Honour is afraid that this is the keynote of the prin- 
ciple on which the police are often punished. It should be unnecessary to point 
out that a police officer does not deserve punishment for being stupid, but, if an 
one does, it is the superior officer who appointed or promoted him, althoug 
he was stupid, So long as orders are passed in this spirit, there is no hope of 
having a really efficient police. Such a system of punishment only cows thems 
and makes them lie to cover their mistakes: it does not teach them. Again in 
one district he found that 39 Sub-Inspectors, 57 head-constables and 8 constables 
had been punished in 1894 for “bad office work,” which is an instance of a 
tendency on the part of many officers to treat the shortcomings of the police 
in quitea different way from that in which the shortcomings cf the establish- 
ment of any other department are considered. Another instance came to hi 
notice in which a Court Sub-Inspector and a clerk of the Magistrato’s office had 
shown neglect in not bringing a case in which the witnesses were present: the 
clerk got off with a.reprimand, but the Magistrate insisted on the Sub-Inspector 
being fined. In the Divisional Reports of last year Mr. Nolan and other Com- 
missioners took up the same line and protested against the severe and unreason- 
able way in whic punishments are inflicted on police officers for slight faults, 
delays in sending up returns, mistakes in reports and so forth, to an extent 
which is unknown in any other branch of Government service. The Lieutenant- 
Governor looks to the Inspector-General and his Deputy Inspectors-General to 
enforce these views, and to examine carefully, when inspecting the offices, 
“whether they are carried out or not. 
16. Conduct of the Police.—Mr. Henry has dwelt at some length upon the 
 eonduct of the police during the year, and has quoted the opinions of several of 
the most experienced executive officers. Mr. Forbes, Commissioner of the 
Patna Division, while admitting that in their detective ie ig the police 
-. have shown little progress, gives them credit for their exécutiye work daring , 
e ears in Bihar. He agrees with the strate of 
pad in considering that it is due to the tact the? boa? of th 20 
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Mas _ are received, and | cannot help expressing regret. that. while censure is so often 
_ 4 ® meted out lavishly, and not always justly, the good work that they do is notas 
_ungrudgingly recognised.” icine 


f * 17. JLnspections,—'The Inspector-General and his two Deputies So a full. 
period of time on tour, but it is observed that whereas, under the orders es 
of Government, the head-quarters of every district ought to be i , 


(a ' » during the year, no inspection was made of ‘the following :—Cuttack, Balasore, 4 
Bi Puri, and Hazaribagh. Among District Superintendents of Police, insufficient 
2 inspections were made by Mr. Havelock and Maulvi Zinnat Hussain Khan 


Green (Khulna), Mr, Birch (Darjeeling), Mr. Bertelsen and Mr. Orr 
(Dacca), Colonel Ramsay and Mr. Faussett Cae) Mr. Meares and 

| __s Mr. Savi (Purnea); while Mr. Fasson and Mr. Fullerton only spent 16 and 10 
Pag days, respectively, on tour in Bogra. Mr. Masters inspected the Bogra office 
ter in August, but did not draw attention to Mr. Fasson’s neglect and indolence; 
es if he had, Mr. Fullerton, who succeeded Mr. Fasson, would probably have done — 
bas better. 
18. Crime.—The following table shows the incidence of crime in Bengal ’ 
j arranged by Divisions:— 
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From another statement which the Inspector-General has inserted in his 
"_ Teport, it appears that the proportion of police to population is lower in ro. 
© * than in the other principal provinces of India, while the comparative figures for 
» 1893 show that the proportion of police to cognizable crime was lower than in 
% the North-Western Provinces, the Panjab, Bombay, Madras, and the Central Pro- 
5 vinees. ‘The proportion of cognizable crime to population is also lowest in 
Bengal, viz., one case to every 820 persons. These figures, however, are of 
academic interest mainly, and. it cannot be deduced from them that the 
strength of the Bengul Police is insufficient for the task it has to perform. 
For a consideration of that question the character of the criminal population is mn 

the principal element. 

19. Police tests,—he following figures show the working results during 

the past three years as disclosed from the principal prescribed tests :-— 


Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of 
cases rhe perp ete convict- 
| gated by police | ending in con- yapansed 
to cases re- | viction to cases neat apts 
ported (al). decided. {a4), trial (23). 
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? j 
¢ lowest place in the list of districts arranged aecording to working results. 
202 Reported crime of the Province.—The following table shows the cog. © 
 mizable and non-cognizable crime reported in the province during the last tex 
years, with the average price of common rice:— 
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Seers. Ch. 
1885 ey AR 107,410 105,996 218,406 I7* s¢ 
1886 ak =} 105,798 112,664 218,457 20 8 
1887 aah ad; 101,969 109,254 211,228 21 114 
1888 oat one 110,357 112,006 222,363 19 «#0 
1889 4, 119,656 117,407 237,063 15 15 
1890 117,448 116,554 283,997 17 #7 
1891 128,472 119,072 247,544 16 8 
1892 146,185 121,624 267,809 138 «(1 
1893 187,898 121,490 259,388 Iz II 
1894 140,902 118,070 258,972 13 18 





The above figures show in a remarkable manner the connection between 
the price of food-grains and crime, and corroborate the remarks recorded by 
Government on this subject in the Resolution on the Jail Report. It will be 
observed that crime has atntcit invariably increased or decreased according as 
the average price of common rice rose or fell, being lowest in 1887 when 
was cheapest, and highest in 1892 when it was dearest. 

21. False cases.—The total number of -cases declared to be false was 
6,634, or 531 cases more than in the previous year, and the percentage of such 
cases to the number reported was 4:7, against 44 in 1893 and 42 in 18992. 
Compensation was awarded in 9 per cent. of the total number of cases declared 

false, against 11-1 per cent. in 1893. The High Court have recently ruled 
that although it is not illegal for a Magistrate to sanction or direct a prosecution 
under section 211, Indian Penal Code, and also to proceed to award compensa- 
tion under section 560, Code of Criminal Procedure, it is nevertheless an 
unwise exercise of the discretion vested in him to deal with the same case under 
both sections. The following table shows the number of cases declared to be 
false and the result of prosecution during the past four years:— 


enee 


1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 
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Number of cases declared to be false vcs 6,631 6,253 
Ditto in which prosecution was 1,025 743 
instituted. \ 
Percentage of prosecutions resulting in con- 871 83°1 
‘cti 





The for 1894 compare Seeavai seo with those for the previous 
" sad ona tes Tidttaiste: Governor to conclude that due attention has not 
paid to the orders recorded in the Resolutions passed on the Reports for 
1890 and 1891. Mr. Henry alludes to the good results attained in Birbhum, 
which were due principally to the personal action of the District Ma te, 
Mr. Growse; but . results shown in other districts are very unsatisfactory. 

Sir Charles Elliott takes this opportunity of reiterating the opinion expressed 
in the Resolution on the report. for 1891 that prosecutions should only be 
tituted where cases are deliberately and mali false, but that when 
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33-9 bend suger Apear = cases 8c 
0, against 16°5 ia still, however, | 
wid ° diversity of practice between district and district and division and d. 
In the Orissa Division 17-5 per cent. of burglary cases were not enquired int 
e in the Patna Division 31°1 per cent. and in Chota Nagpur 40°2 x 
were refused enquiry. Again, in Hooghly the District —— found it — 
necessary to have enquiry made in all burglary cases, while in Gaya only 53 per — 
cent, and in Monghyr only 42 per cent, were taken up. These two last-named 
. districts are again conspicuous for police omission to enquire into complaints. — 
23. The following table shows the number and percentage for the whole 
_ province of persons convicted and acquitted during the past six years :— : 
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24, Results of sessions cases.—The results of trials before the Sessions 
Courts during the year show that 70°6 per cent. of cases tried resulted in 
conviction, and 62°5 per cent. of persons tried were convicted, as compared with 
69°5 per cent. and 57-0 per cent., respectively, in 1893. The results on the 
whole are better, and compare favourably with the results of other provinces 
as shown by the figures for 1893, but the Lieutenant-Governor is convinced that 
there is still room for improvement. The districts of Jalpaiguri, Pabna, Man- 
bhum, Khulna, Burdwan, Bogra, Hooghly, Murshidabad, and Angul show bad 
results, the proportion of persons convicted being in each case below 50 per cent. 
The inference is that a large number of persons were committed for trial to the 
Sessions who ought to have been discharged by the Magistrate. On the other 
hand, the results in Faridpur and Champaran and the Patna Division in 
general are good. 

25. The subjoimed table shows class by class the number of true, cases 

_ \ reported during 1894 and each of the seven preceding years :— 
et 


True cases. 
1887. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 1893. 1894, 
Class I i. 2,901 2,872 2818 2,874 2,765 «2,817 2,843. 2,892 
a IL ve 4,546 4,622 4,702 4,340 4,824 4,666 4,568 4,794 
in It ve. 22,284 26,247 27,824 25,086 28,288 83,8256 31,463 84,004" 
+ Fy: .. 2427 2,405 2,984 2210 2,220 2,268 2,082 2,412 
= Vv .. 86,131 88,381 41,082 288,078 39,841 44,870 48,098 45,393 
* vi ... 27,768 30,189 98,050 38,439 43,903 61,986 47,748 44,684 


There has been an increase in each of the first five classes, and a decrease 
in Class VI. The angen increase is in Class III, chiefly under the burgl 
sections, and in Class V, chiefly under ordinary theft, The decrease in Clase Vi 
is principally under “ public and local nuisances .” : 

aa 26. Crass L—Offences against the State and Public Tranguillity,—An 
epee coinage case occurred in the district, of Khulna, where, owing to 
information communicated by Maulvi Hamid Ullah, zamindar of Pala, the 
police succeeded in breaking ‘: a yery erous gang .of coiners, three of 
whom have, been sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. In Burdwan a 
f up-country men were arrested on suspicion of forging currency’ notes, 
iaibe'9 of a currency note for Rs. 1,000 placed between two sheets of glass” 
and chemicals being found with the leader. The case was. pending t the — 
close of the: a ta Howrah an persmacte oo sentence ut five ye a 
imprisonment: being rp Si pSS10N O instruments “maven Shen ounter Ca 
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aia, was an increase of 119 true cases of rioting chiefly in the Dacca 
Division, where there was an increase in all districts. In-Mymensingh -5 cases 
and in Backergunge 13 cases were attended with loss of life. In the latter 
istrict guns were used in 7 cases, in 6 of which the guns were unlicensed. 
In the Patna Division the number of true cases of rioting shows a decrease of 
76, owing to the subsidence of the anti-kine-killing agitation. .The Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Forbes, anticipates a falling off in agrarian riots as soon as the 
record of rights in the districts of Muzaffarpur, Saran and Champaran has been 
completed. 6,809 persons were required to give security under section 107, 
Criminal Procedure Code, and 2,705 under section 106, against 6,231 and 2,812 . 
respectively in 1893. More than half of these cases occurred in the Dacca 
Division A an where these sections appear to have been vigorously applied as 
a preventive measure. Out of the large number of persons bound down under 
section 107, the Lieutenant-Governor observes that only 87 were imprisoned in 
default of finding security. 

27. Crass II.—Serious offences against the person.—Of 6,761 persons sent 
up for trial, 961 were tried before Sessions Courts, and the percentage of 
convictions to persons tried in these cases rose from 52°3 to 56:5. The 
number of true cases of murder reported rose from 356 to 362, while the 
percentage of convictions to persons tried fell from 25°5 to 20:7, the same 
asin 1892. Of 353 cases returned by the pa as true murders, exclusive 
of pending cases, 241 were detected. Of 219 cases disposed of by the 
Magistrates, 51 were discharged and 163 committed to the Sessions. 136 cases 
were disposed of finally by the Courts of Session, 71 ending in conviction 
and 65 in acquittal. These results are no doubt unsatisfactory; but the 
Inspector-General explains at some length the difficulties which the police 
have to contend against in this class of cases. He cites a case, which 
occurred in the Murshidabad district, as illustrating the nature of the combi- 
nations frequently formed to defeat the ends of justice by preventing the 

olice from obtaining any information whatever in connection with crime. 

n this case a zamindar hired two well known lathials to support his action in 
taking violent possession of the crop on some land to which he laid a disputed 
claim: certain residents of their village attackedand killed them, cutting up their 
bodies and distributing the portions to avoid detection. News did not 
reach the police for some days, and then, although the District Superintendent 
himself went to the spot, not one villager would give any clue to the facts of 
the outrage which had been committed. The worst results are reported from 
the district of Backergunge, where the numbers of true cases of murder have 
been gradually rising during the last ten years, till they have reached the high 
figure of 63 in 1894. Of this number no less than 27 remained undetected, 
and 11 of these were murders by gunshot. The Inspector-General is 
of opinion that if Magistrates more often personally visited the locality in 
cases of peculiar difficulty of detection, it is possible they might be able 
to elicit information which is withheld from the police. In this Sir Charles 
Elliott agrees, and considers that Magistrates should ordinarily visit the scene of 
occurrence in such cases where it is within easy accoss from their head-quarters. 
There were five cases of murder by dacoits and 15 of murder by robbers, against 
5 and 10 respectively in 1893, ‘The results of these cases are bad, only three 
cases in all resulting in conviction. 

28. Crass IIL.—Serious offences against property—In this class there has 
been an increase of 2,641 cases over the figures for 1893, falling almost entirely 
under the head ‘“ Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, &c.,” the differ- 
ence under the other serials being unimportant. This increase is ascribed to 
better reporting by chaukidars, a result of the new system of holding parades. 
The figures of true dacoity cases show an increase from 226 to 236. The 
percentage of cases ending in conviction rose from 48°6 to 63-9, and the percentage 
of persons convicted to persons tried from 34°8 to,A7°6, results which are better 
than those of any of the last 10 years. The Inspector-General reports that special 
efforts were made by the grant’ of liberal rewards, to induce police 
officers and the public to co-operate in bringing offenders to justice. In 
furtherance of this policy, 8 inspectors, 8 sub-inspectors, 3 head-constables, 
i constables, 10 chaukidars, and 51 villagers were specially rewarded for good 
ervices. In the Burdwan Division the number of cases fell from 62 in 1893 
to 37, but judicial results were very unsatisfactory, especially in Midnapore. 
In one case in Hooghly, a village echool-maggr was implicated, some of the 







stolen pro “being discovered in his house. ‘he school-master. ' 
confession to the police which he repeated before the Magistrate, but the jury — 
refused to convict, discrediting the confession because some of the articles 
traced out had not been mentioned in the original information. In the Pre- 
_ sidency Division there were 33 cases, of which 16 -occurred «in the 24- 
Parganas and 11 in Jessore. In the Rajshahi Division, the largest number of 
eases occurred in Dinajpur (8) and Pabna (9). One of the cases in the former 
district, in which 10 men have been convicted since the close of the year, was of 
considerable importance, the offenders spp ar to a well-known gang in the 
- district of Saran. Fifteen cases occurred iu Faridpur and 9 in Backergunge, of 
which 4 and 1, respectively, were prosecuted successfully, results which 
are discouraging in districts where crime is so rife. Mymensingh shows a 
decrease from 17 to 5 cases, for which credit is due to the energy of the 
District Superintendent, Mr. Thomas. In the Patna Division, there was an 
increase of 10 cases, but judicial results show that 76 —— were convicted 
and 42 acquitted, against 28 convicted and 111 acquitted in 1893. An import- 
‘ant case occurred at Asanpur in the district of Champaran, in which a gang of 
Nepalese, Saran, and Champaran bad characters who had settled on the Nepal 
side of the frontier, which they crossed at night, were convicted. Twelve cases 
occurred in the Orissa Division, with the excellent result that 43 persons in 7 
cases were convicted. The Manbhum district accounts for 8 out of 15 cases 
reported from Chota Nagpur. Of these 8 cases, the police succeeded in obtain- 
ing a conviction in only one. < 

The number of cases of robbery increased from 184 to 225, the highest 
figure during the past six years. There was an increase of 63 cases of 
mischief by fire. Of persons tried, 21 per cent. were convicted against «17 
* per cent. in 1893. of 458 true cases, as returned for the Province, the large 
number of 67 cases were reported from the district of Bogra, where little or 
no success was attained by the Police in suppressing this form of crime. 

29. Crass 1V.—Minor offences against the person——The number of true 
cases under this class rose from 2,082 to 2,412, the increase having occurred in 
all divisions, except Orissa and Chota Nagpur, chiefly under “ Wrongful restraint 
and confinement.” The percentage of convictions in cases and persons. tried 
hhas again slightly fallen from 28 per cent. and 28-2 per cent. to 27:7 and 27-4 
per*cent., results being best in the Chittagong Division and worst in Orissa. 

30. Cuass V.— Minor offences agaiust property.—True cases under this class 
show an increase of 4,995 cases, of which 2,693 cases fall under “ Lurking 
house-tresspass” and 1,355 under ordinary theft. The increase under the former 
head has already been alluded to amg A to better reporting. 29 per cent. 
of burglary cases and 15 per cent. of theft cases were not investigated. Of 
cases investigated, 8 per cent. and 35 per cent., respectively, were pro- 
secuted successfully. In the Patna Division the number of true cases of bur- 
glary: increased from 8,860 to 10,173, and in two-thirds of these cases no 
property is reported to have been stolen. 7:5 per cent. of the cases investi- 
gated were prosecuted to conviction, the best results being obtained in Patna 
City, where success is reported to be due to the excellent working of the new 
system of town police. The figures for Darbhanga are particularly bad, the 
percentage of convictions being under 4 per cent., but no explanation has been 
given for this failure. 

True cases of theft increased from 29,098 to 30,453, the percentage of 
convictions remaining almost the same; while in cases of cattle theft and 
of receiving stolen property, which also show an increase, jedicial results are 
somewhat better. Here again the police in the Rajshahi Division were un- 
successful, the percentage of cases ending in conviction to cases investigated 
being only 25 per cent. i 

31. Crass VI.— AU other cases.—There has been a net decrease of 3,064 
cases under this class, chi under “ Public and local nuisances” (3,274), 
Opium (217), Arms Act (121). The number. of bad livelihood cases in. 
stituted fell from 2,944 to 2,806. Of these, 1,130 cases were tried in the 
village of the accused, against 1,168 in 1893 and 843 in 1892, ‘I'he Lieute- 
nant-Governor regrets to notice that in the 24-Parganas, Tippera, Bogra, 
Midnapore and hardaga, an average period of over three months ela 

een the institution and conclusion of proceedings in these cases. Su 
_ delay must necessarily mean harassment to the witnesses who come forward 
_ on behalf of the Crown, and tend not only to jeopardise the success of such 





















tions, but must also deter persons from coming forward acain : 

evidence. Inthe Rajshahi Division utions for bad lewelthood wae ae 
cially few, the number for the whole Division being less than that for the district 
of Mymensiugh, where credit must be given to Mr. Thomas for the active 
measures adopted. The number of persons shown on the registers as under gur- 
veillance at the close of the year was 40,773, compared with 42,107 at the close “ 
of 1893. Excise cases fell from 2,509 to 2,495. here -has been an increase of 
411 in salt cases mostly in Balasore. The Railway Police- have been fairly 
successful during the year, especially with cases of professional crime. The 
total number of cases reported was 3,396 against 3,472 in the preceding year;. 
and of 2,46 persons brought to trial, 2,505 were convicted. Thirty-one cases 
of obstructing the railway line were reported and 11 persons sent up, all of 
whom were convicted. ‘I'he Inspector-General should bee furnished further * 
details about these cases. 

32. Working of the Arms Act.—The working of the Arms Act recejved the 
careful consideration of Government during the year. Attention was drawn 
to the inconvenience occasioned to the public by the delay frequently involved 
in granting renewal of licenses, pat the Government of India were moved 
to empower Sub-divisional Officers to renew licenses on payment of the 
prescribed fees. As this proposal did not, however, meet with the approval 
of the Supreme Government, instructions were issued to ensure 9 more 
methodical and speedy renewal. A complete list is to be maintained at 
each police-station of all licensees residing within its jurisdiction, and 
application for renewal may be made either in person, or by agent, or 
through the post; also it may be presented at the police-station, or to the 
Sub-divisional Officer within whose jurisdiction the licensee resided, or to the 
District Magistrate. The applicant for renewal may either receive the renewed # 
license from the police-station, or office, where it was filed, or attach a registered 
and stamped envelope, bearing his own address, to the application, and have the 
license transmitted to him by post direct from the Magistrate’s office. It was 
further ordered that all guns must be marked and numbered before an original 
license could be granted for their possession. The working of the Act in the 
district of Backergunge, to which the Inspector-General specially refers in his 
report, has been the subject of correspondence between Government and the 
Commissioner of the Division. The pages conditions of this district, where 
no less than 13 murders are reported to have been committed by guns, have 
necessitated the adoption of exceptional measures, and prosecutions for 
the possession of unlicensed guns have been carefully resorted to, and in many 
cases rigorous sentences passed upon conviction. In 25 cases sentences of 
imprisonment were passed, and the Licutenant-Governor is not disposed to 
consider that the measures adopted have been unduly severe when the pecu- 
liarly lawless character of the criminal classes in Backergunge is taken into 
consideration. 

33.. Railway cases.—Thirty-one cases of obstruction on railway lines were 
reported, and in one serious case near Giridih, where three men placed sleepers 
on the line, all three received severe punishment. This class of offences is 

owing in volume and importance, and the Lieutenant-Governor desires that 
in future reports a map should be inserted showing the locality of all true cases 
of this kind, A black cross should indicate where an attempt at obstruction 
was made and frustrated, and a red cross on the map should show where it led 
to a railway accident, whether fatal or otherwise. 

84. Non-coynizable crime—The fluctuations in non-cognizable crime 
reported during 1894 and the previous year are shown in the table below :— 





- Number of cases. 
cos ++ Increase. Decrease. 

1893. 1894, 

Class I cans 9,278 9.239 39 

* 6 AS 20 © 31 ll ine 

pet ee 969 898 61 

} ay, 68,252 64,625 3,427 
” BA 10,968 10,677 

: Qi cigar ee, . 38,676 <, 18, ‘ 
Sp vial laws + 28,417 28,404 
Totol 4. 121,420 118,070 += 481_—S 8,851 : 
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The largest decrease has occurred under Class IV, the number of cases 
under “Oriminal force” having fallen by 3,626, ‘The police were employed in 
50 per cent. of non-cognizable cases against 4‘9 per cent. in 1893. The 
Lieutenant-Governor again notices that very small success has attended the 
prosecution of these cases in some divisions. In the Patna Division, of 17,552 
ersons who actually appeared before the courts, 8,580, were convicted and 
125 acquitted, while in the districts of Champaran, Muzaffarpur and 
Darbhanga, 3,201-acquittals are shown against 2,333 convictions—figures which 
would seem to indicate that complaints were not judiciously sifted before the 
issue of process. R 
85. Remands.—The following table shows the percentage of remands in 
‘Magistrates’ Courts in police cases sent up for trial during the past three 
“years :— 





| 
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The Lieutenant-Governor regrets to observe a general falling off in this 
respect from the figures for the previous year. In nine districts of the Province, 
“less than half the cases tried were disposed of on the first two hearings, while 
in 13 districts above 70 per cent. were so disposed of. Hooghly again stands 
highest with 81-2 per cent. of cases disposed of on the first two hearings, while 
Bogra again comes last with the very ion percentago of 32-6. The percen 
in Darbhanga has fallen from 562 to 37-9. The percentage of previous convic- 
tions -proved against persons convicted of offences under Chapter XVII of 
the Penal Code has risen from 91 to 99, the highest figure yet registered, 
a resilt which may be attributed to increased attention being paid to this 
important subject. ; 

36. Anthropometry.—The further development of the Bertillon system of 
anthropometry for the identification of criminals has received unremitting, 
attention from the Inspector-General. At each police-station there is a register 
which contains full information regarding the convictions of all residents within 
its jurisdiction, and each subdivisional court sub-inspector has been supplied 
with a copy of the index to the Conviction Register for a period of 10 to 20 
years, so that when an accused is a resident of the district, or, if a resident 
of another district, gives a correct name and address, the local police are 
independent of the assistance afforded by anthropometric data. But when an 
accused conceals his identity, or his identity is doubtful, recourse is had to the 
central office. During the year the identity of 140 persons was thus established 
in cases from 82 districts, and the area under the jurisdiction of the Com. 
missioner of Police, Calcutta. Comprehensive instructions for the working of 
the system have been drawn up in pamphlet form. An officer was deputed to 
instruct-the Bombay police in the Bengal system of anthropometry, and 
Mr. Paget, District Superintendent of Police, is now on deputation to instruct 
tlie ep of the North-Western Provinces. Mr. Hen again acknowledges the 
cordial co-operation of Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel re and the officers of 
the Jail Department in facilitating the working of the system, = 

37. Summary of changes.—The Inspector-General has appended to his 
report a succinct summary of the chief changes introduced during the past four 
years in all branches of police administration, These changes include the 
regrading of the superior appointments in the service, the appointment by ex- 
amination of probationary Assistant Superintendents, a scheme for the creation 
of a Provident Fund, the redistribution of investigating centres, the better 
supervision of police cases before the Courts by freeing Court Sub-Inspectors 
from many duties which prevented their devoting proper attention to the - 
prosecution of cases, the re-adjustment of the strength of the lower grades of 
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establishment of istrict Police reserves, the appointment of 
Competitive examination, the foundation of a Police 

ing School, and various and important reforms in chaukidari administras 
as well as numerous departmental changes and other reforms which must, 
Character of officers.—Mr. enry again brings to the notice of Goy- 


Tuspectors- 
neral, and acknowledges the services of Messrs. Wilcox an asters, who 


‘officiated for them during their absence. Special praise is also bestowed on 
Mr. Show 


ers, who acted as Personal Assistant throughout the year, and on 

Mr. Thomas, Officiating District Superintendent of Police, Mymensingh. e 
names of the District Superintendents, Assistant Superintendents and SEE ie 
favourably mentioned in paragraph 41 of the Report will be noted in the 
Appointment Department. Mr. Henry himself has merited the thanks of Goy- 
ernment for his zealous and able administrati 
deserves high commendation for the successful establishment of a system of 
anthropometry with which his name will always be associated. 

Orper.—Ordered that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Inspector-General of Police, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and to all 
Commissioners of Divisions, for information. 

Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


H. J. 8. COTTON, 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE GOVERNMENT 


CINOHONA PLANTATION AND CINOHONA FACTORY at 
Bink IN BENGAL FOR THE YEAR 1894.95. ea 






AePRATATS 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT—MISCELLANEOUS. 
Darjeeling, the 2nd September 1895. 
RESOLUTION: —No. 261T.—F. 


Rrap— 

The Annual Report on the Government Cinchona Plantation and Factory in Bengal 

for the year 1894-95. ; / 

There was nothing abnormal in the climatic conditions of the year under 
review, and the plantation suffered neither from landslips nor from forest fires. 
The number of trees uprooted at, the plantation for their bark was 295,500, 
against 698,850 in 1892-93, in addition to which 203,000 trees were cut down 
in the plantation at Nimbong lately purchased by Government from the 
Bhutan Cinchona Association. The résult of the P ican operations was that 

the total number of living cinchona plants at the Government plantations in 
Sikkim and at Nimbong, excluding the nursery stock, at the close of the year, 
was 3,927,501. No new trees. were planted out during the year, as the 
purchase of the Nimbong plantation was thought to have put Government 
in possession of a sufficiently large bana of bark. Since then however, 
the demand for quinine has increased owing to the success of the pice-packet 
system, and Dr, King has ordered two to three hundred acres of land 
to be prepared for the purpose of being planted out with new trees, It is 
essential that enough planting should be done every year to maintain the 
outturn of plantation and factory up to at least 8,000 lbs. of quinine. 

2. The crop of the year amounted to 500,534 Ibs. of dry bark, of which 
295,054 Ibs. were obtained from the trees uprooted on the Government planta- 
tion in Sikkim, and 205,480 Ibs. were collected from the trees uprooted at Nimbong. 
The bulk of the bark, with the exception of 126,603 Ibs. of the red sort, was 
of the quinine-producing kind. The outturn of bark per tree was over a pound 
as compared with less than half a pound per tree in the preceding year when 
the majority of the trees cropped were dwarfed and feeble. The whole crop, 
less 1,959 lbs. sold to a medical dep6t and to other purchasers, was as usual madem 
_ over to the Cinchona Factory for disposal. 

8. The outturn of the factory was 8,318 Ibs. of sulphate of quinine, the 
produce of 393,150 lbs. of yellow bark, and 4,032 Ibs, of cinchona febrifuge, the 
yield from 105,560 lbs. of red bark. The outturn in 1893-94 was 4,765 Ibs. of 
quinine from 230,100lbs. of yellow bark and 3,848 Ibs. of the febrifuge from 
91,800 Ibs. of red bark. Thus, while it took mig: 24 Ibs. of red bark to yield a 

-pound of febrifuge in the previous year, 261bs. of the bark were required for the 
manufacture of a pound of febrifuge during the year under review. On the 
other hand, in order to produce a pound of quinine, 47 lbs. of yellow bark were 
required during 1894-95, against 48 bs. in the previous year. As was explai 
in last year’s Resolution, the percentage of quinine in cinchona bark varies 
very mych, and the same may be said of the alkaloids which the red bark 

ields. The total outturn of quinine and febrifuge was 12,350 lbs., being the 
highest figure reached since the factory was started. 

4, ‘The following statement compares the issues of the year with those of 
the preceding year:— . 
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e gic peace that the above figures do not take into accoun . 
and 14 oz. of cinchona febrifuge sold for cash to dispensaries under ‘Wiet ina 
agement of Municipalities and District Boards. ‘The decrease in the issues of 
-cinchona febrifuge is to the low price at which quinine, cinchonine 
‘and cinchonidine are now sold in the market. The stock of quinine in hand at 

the close of the year was 2,140lbs. and of febrifuge 1,455lbs. 

5. The revenue derived from the sale of sulphate of quinine, cinchona 
febrifuge, cinchona bark and other Ew aperie: of the plantation amounted to 
Rs. 1,44,104 against Rs, 1,43,685 in the previous year :— 


1893-94. 1904-95, 


Rs. Re. 
65,808 74,847 
64,870 39,500 


By sale for cash Sh aN Hy 
; credit from the Medical Depits and the 


Commissariat ment, ie ash 
By_oredit from Inspector-General of Civil 








Hospitals, Bengal... i we 9,055 2,057 
By Boi from the Inspector-General of Jails, e : 

jails a eed Say 622 B15 

» pice-packets ... a we -:19,980 27,086 

Total ... 1,483,685 —'1,44,104 





6. The expenditure on the plantation, excluding the sum of Rs. 50,000, 
which was paid on account of the second instalment of the purchase money of 
the Nimbong plantation, amounted to Rs. 73,806 against Rs. 73,235 in the 
previous year. The total amount spent on account of the factory was Rs. 35,700 
against Rs. 54,013 in 1893-94. he large increase in factory expenditure in 
the previous year was due to the inclusion of the price of quinine taken over 
from the Bhutan Cinchona Association. 

7. The tables in the Report are imperfectly prepared and require revision. 
For instance, the cost of salaries of European establishment, cool 
office establishment, &¢., which in the table at paragraph 5 of the Dooott is 
lumped together under one head, should in future reports be broken up so as 
to show separately the cost of European staff and that of native staff classified 
as clerks, gardeners, coolies, etc. 

The expenditure on the factory should be shown in the same detail as is 
giftn for the plantation expenditure at paragraph 5. The previous year’s figures 
should also be shown pir Reg for the purposes of comparison. Again in the 
stock account at paragraph 8, it is not understood why the whole of the dry 
park (874,787 pounds) collected at Nimbong has not been included. Dr. King 
has taken the valuation of the Nimbong bark brought into the Government 
godowns as equal to that of the two instalments which have been paid on 
~ account of the Nimbong be omc but there is obviously no connection between 

the stock-taking of the Nimbong bark actually brought in and the two instal- 
ments of money paid towards the purchase of the whole property, Further, 
the table of stock at pai ph 8 in order to be sare Sion show (1) 
quantity and value of stock at beginning of the year; (2) quantity and value 
of stock received during the year; (3) quantity and value of stock expended 
during the year ; (4) gee and value of stock balance at the end of the year. 
8. The net profit on the working of the plantation amounts to Rs. 7,705 
against Rs, 1,117 in the previous year. Dr. King observes that the net result 
of the year under review “ can hardly be regarded as of the nature of a profit, 
for the plantation from which a certain number of trees have been taken, has 
not been increased by a mira: | number.” 

9. The scheme for the sale of Government quinine in Bengal through 
the medium of the Postal Department continues to gain in favour every 
year. The amount delivered to the Jail Department for conversion into pice- 
packets was 2,025 pounds against 1,490 pounds in 1893-94, The results of the 
working of the scheme were lately reviewed in detail in a Resolution separately 
issued by this Government, and it is unnecessary to dwell upon it further. 

10. The thanks of Government are again due to Dr. King and 
fr. Gammie for their efficient management of the Department during the 


‘By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


labour, 









LIBERALITY OF NAWAB ALI KHAN BAHADUR OF HUSANABAD IN 


MONGHYR. 





No. 236T.—M., dated Darjeeling, the 26th August 1895. hed 
From—H. H. Risuxy, Esa., o..2., ., to the Govt, of Bengal, Munici % 
To—The Commissioner of the Patue Divigos ne ee ee 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement No. 479G. 


dated the 9th A 1895, forwarding a of a letter from the Magistrate o 
Patnay in which © reports that Nawab AW Khan Bahadur of Husanabad in 


Monghyr, has given a donation of Rs. 2,000 towards the construction of a hospital 
at Rajgir in the district of Patna, of which he is a zamindar, to commemorate the 
visit of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to that \. 

2. In reply, I am to request that the thanks the Lieutenant-Governor 
may be conveyed to the donor for his liberality. 









FORECAST OF THE JUTE CROP IN BENGAL 
FOR SEASON 1896. 


BJ 


Tue following is published for general information. 


Rey. Depr., C, E. Bucxrann, 
The 2nd September 1895. — Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 





_ DEPARTMENT OF LAND REVORDS AND AGRI 
3 CULTURE, BENGAL. 


Final Forecast of the Jute Orop for season 1895 (to the middle of 
August), 


Returns have been received from 26 districts in which jute is grow. th 
eakreaslivery Rawr pea Eyal Hooxhly, all districts of the 
ahi an ea Divisions, Ti Ni i 
pur, Purnea, Malda, Cuttack and Balasore. ep ie spade 


Season.—As remarked in the first forecast published on 
the 29th June 1895, rain was deficient from January: to 
March, but the deficiency does not appear to have impeded 
the cultivation in the more important jute-growing districts. 
Throughout the greater part of April the rainfall was well dis- 
tributed, and was generally above the normal, In the early 
part of the month of May the rainfall was more copious over 
the whole province than is usual at the beginning of the 
month. During the last half of May heavy rain fell in East 
Bengal, but in other districts there was less than the average 
fall. For the whole month of May Eastern Bengal received 
more than the normal, while South-West Bengal, parts of 
Northern Bengal, and Orissa received less than the normal 
fall. In June the rainfall was altogetler abnormal. East 
and North Bengal received less than half the usual rain, In 
Central Bengal the rainfall was short, but Orissa received 
double the normal fall, In July and the first half of August 
the rainfall was generally deficient in Central and Western 
Bengal, but in North Bengal and North Bihar there was 
excess, and in East Bengal the falls were irregular. 

. Area sown.—The estimates of areas sown with jute 
in 1895, as reported in the first forecast, have been modified 
by the Collectors of Midnapore, 24-Parganas, Khulna, Dacca, 

aridpur, Purnea, Cuttack and Balasore. The total area 
sown in jute in Bengal during the year under report, as shown 
in the appended return, is 2,242,700 acres against 2,268,200 
acres reported in the first forecast, and as against 2,264,300 
acres reported to have been sown in 1894. + 

Comparing the area under jute cultivation this year 
with that of 1894, it will be seen that there is a small 
decrease this year of nearly one per cent. 

3. Character of the crop.—'Vaking the eleven most im- 
portant jute growing districts into consideration, it will be 
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annas is — 


estimated. Jalpaiguri returns the crop as 154 annas only, = 
Floods have injured the crop in’ , Jalpaiguri and — Aix 


Mymensingh. On the whole six of these districts return a 
better crop than last year, one an equal crop and four a 
crop not so good, In the less important jute districts in 
Central and Western Bengal scanty rainfall at sowing time 
has reduced the outturn below that of last year, Taking the 
province as a whole, the outturn of the jute crop may be 
estimated at 17 annas against 163ths annas estimated last 
ear, 

: e Gross a of the = 4 in pee agi ; 
or the purpose of estimating the gross outturn of jute o 
the Seaent season, an alla rate of 1,200 Ibs. has been 
assumed to be the average rate of production of jute per acre 
for every jute-growing district in Bengal. The outturn of 
jute in these provinces for the season 1895 is shown in column 
9 of the attached statement to have amounted to 6,421,600 
bales (of 400 Ibs.) against 6,144,300 bales in 1894, 

5. Lstimated exports.—The amount of jute (inclusive of 
cuttings and rejections) which may be available for export 
out of this year’s crop is estimated to be about 36 lakhs of 
bales against 25 lakhs of bales exported in 1893, and 36 lakhs 
of bales exported from last year’s crop. 


. W. C. Macruerson, 
Director of the Department of Land Records 


and Agriculture, Bengal. 
DanseELING, 
The 27th August 1895. 
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¥.,—20annas represent « bumper‘crop, 16 annas an average crop, and 12 annas three-fourths of an average crop, and so on. 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 


For the week ending the 2nd September, 1895. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar *43. Weather hot. Harvesting of aus rice commenced. 
Transplantation of aman rice still going on in parts. Prospects not good owing to want of - 
rain. Oondition of cattle good. Fodder and water sutticient. Common rice sells at an 
average price of 16} seers a rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 3:37. Weather cloudy. Transplantation of paddy 
‘going on. Want of rain felt in Ghatal, Tamluk and Contai, Common rice selling from 14 
to 22 seers a rupee at different subdivisions. No want of fodder and water. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:56. Weather bright with occasional showers Pros- 
pects of aus rice, jute and og ay fair, of transplanted rice moderate. The harvesting of 
aus and jute proceeding with fair-outturn. Transplantation completed with reduced area. 
Health of cattle-good. Rice sells at— 


: _ Bre, ic 
Sadar Ses nee «. 12 to = . 
Barasat rrr aoe ise 
Basirhat See se “as 17 12} ¢ Per rupee. 
Diamond Harbour _.., was eae 16 0 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall 60. Weather hot and cloudy. Harvesting of bhadoi paddy 
going on. ‘Transplantation of aman paddy much retarded for want of rain. Prospects of 
standing crops fair. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells at 15 seers per rupee. 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Khulna *74, Bagerhat ‘59, Satkhira 1:09. Weathor hot. 
Harvesting of aus continues; the grain in the ear is not full for want of sufficient rain. 
Transplantation of aman going on. Price of common rice varies from 15 to 22 seers a rupee 
in the different subdivisions. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 2:71. Harvesting of bhadoi paddy and jute and trans- 
plantation of /aimanti paddy almost over. Price of common rice 15 seers a rupee. No 
outbreak of cat:le-disease, nor any complaint for fodder or drinking water. ; 


Rangpur. —Average rainfall ‘77. Weather hot. Transplantation of aman and cutting 
of jute continue. More rain wanted. Oommon rio selling at 12 to 13 seers per rupee. No 
cattle-disease. Fodder sufficient. 


Pabna.—Rainfall -76. Weather cloudy and rainy. Rivers have fallen slightly . 
Prospects of aman good, Jute being harvested; quality poor. Fodder and water sufficient. 


* Dacca.—Rainfall 94. Weather hot with occasional rain. Outting of jute continues. 
Erepens of rth favourable. Common rice selling at 18 soeys por rupee, No cattle-disease. 
Fodder available. ° 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 1:96. Weather hot. Harvesting of aus and transplantation 
of aman contiaue, More rain needed for the latter. Water and fodder sufficient. Sporadic 
cattle-disease reported from Raujan. Rico sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall 72 at Sadar. Prospoots of bhadoi crops favourable. Marua and 
Indian-corn are being harvested. Transplantation of paddy approaching completion. Oondi- 
tion of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling at 16 to 18} seers por 
rupee. 

Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar 3-4). Bhado crops are doing well, Transplantation of 
paddy is nearly completed. Price of common rice at Sadar 14 seers per rupee. 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari 1-63. Transplantation of aghani not yet completed. 
Bhadoi crops good. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall -70 at Sadar, ‘86 at Madhubani, “92 at Samastipur. Prospeots 
of aghani continue favourable. Fodder and water sufficient. Prices almost stationary. 


geome at pag 1:84 and at subdivisions above two inches. agree 
seasonable. ot crops along the Ganges are exceptionally good in consequence of there 
having been no flood this year. More rain is wanted ti Supaul for paddy. Prospects in other 
parts of the district are fair and normal. Qommon rice selling at 18 seers 4 chitaks per rupee 
at head-quarters. Fodder and water sufficient. : 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘83. Harvesting of bhadoi paddy ani jute going on. 
Transplantation of aghani paldy nearly finished. Cnttlo-diseare iat Delgactis at Kasba 
outposts. Hedder and water suffirient. Oommon rico selling at 21 seers a rupee. 







ok. —Rainf: . Weather . Early dealt paddy is being 
feeding and transplantation of sarad paddy in progress. Conditi 
MM eine a 








Srs. c. 
Cuttack ab Z. ‘es 21 0 ‘ 
ajpur ase % oe 5 
Kendrapara vis Rs sie. 256 0.¢ POF Fupec. 
Hazaribagh.—-Rainfall at Sadar 2°71, Giridi -88. More rain wanted in Giridi sub- 
division. Transplanti tions completed. All crops doing well. Common rice sells 


at Sadar 16 seers and Giridi 15 seers per rupee. 

General Summary.—F'ine weather prevailed for the greater of the week over the 
Province, and the rainfall was slight in almost all districts. Want aera continues to be felt 
in most parts of the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. Elsewhere the general prospects of 
the winter rice crop are favourable. Aus rice and jute are being harvested. In Bihar the 
bhadoi crops are reported good; marua and Indian-corn are being harvested. Cattle-disease 


is still reported in Purnea, but in no other district. The price of common rice continues 
steady. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenve DerartMent, C. E. BUCKLAND, 
The 3rd September, 1895. Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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I SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 
“TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVA- 

TIONS TAKEN IN ASSAM FOR THE WEEK ENDING, 8 a.m., SATURDAY 
» HE 38lsr OF AUGUST 1895. 


Tne monsoon current, as during the previous week, has been weak and irregular 
the distribution of the rainfall has again been different. For the week preceding che ae 
of August, heavy rain fell in North Bengal and Bihar, while in the south-western districts 
there was much less than the average, During the week now under review the heavier falls 
have been in Orissa; and iv the northern and eastern districts rainfall has been very scanty, 
especially in North Bengal, which has received about a quarter of the normal amount. 
Though considerably less than the usual amount of rain has fallen, yet showery weather has 

common, and no distinct break in the rains has occurred. The number of rainy days, 
that mh days on which at least a tenth of an inch of rain has fallen, has been almost as large 
as usual, 

At the beginning of the week a very shallow low pressure area was approaching the 
west coast of the Bay between Puri and Vizagapatam. Pthe greatest defect vaca a any 
of the stations in that part of the coast wasabout a tenth of an inch, and as the centre moved 
away to the west before any further development occurred, the influence on the general wea. 
ther conditions was of but slight importance. The wind circulation was cyclonic in the north 
of the Bay, and light easterly winds prevailed. in Bengal, but the latter arrangement was not 
due to the depression, as it was maintained throughout the week after the low pressure area 
filled up. Pressure changes were very small and consisted of the usual oscillatious which 
occur during settled weather, and tho readings never differed by more than small amounts 
from the normal, 

While the depression was, passing the coast lino in the early part of the week, lowest 
readings were in the Oircars, The moderate rise that followed forced the area of lowest 
pressure northwards, and this slow wpe nt motion continued day by day throughout the 
week, till by the end of the week it was in Bihar, Afterwards the low pressure area became 
diffused in connection with the formation of another shallow depression over Burmah. The 
slight changes which were in progress during this northerly displacement appear to have led 
to the occurrence of thunderstorms and the more heavy falls of rain in the westera districts, 
as the days on which rain was most general in Orissa and South-West Bengal were the 27th 
and 29th, in Chota Nagpur the 30th, and in Bihar the 80th and S3lst, Over a great part of 
North and Hast Bengal uring these days rainfall was very scattered, but in Backergunge, 
Noakhali and Chittagong some heavy showers and agood deal of general rain fell in the early 
part of the week, 

The changes of pressure in progress on the last two days of the week gave rise toa 
shallow low pressure area in the east, the central area being in tho south of Burmah, The 
distribution became very uniform both over the province and the north of the Bay. This’ 
hapa was followed by light irregular winds and generally by fine weather, interrupted 
in places by thunderstorms and local heavy rainfall. 

The character of the weather has been very similar to what obtained during the 
previous week—settled in general, but. with local disturbances, 4 

Pressure.—As stated above, pressure changes have been small and readings have been 

ically normal. The mean difference from the normal varies from excess of about 
*02 inch to defect of +04 inch in Orissa. 

Temperature has generally been, above the normal, a temporary fall occurring with local 
storms and heavy falls of rain. The means for the week are practically normal in 
South-West Bengal, Orissa, Chota Nagpur and Assam. In East Bengal and Bihar there has 
been excess of half a degree, and in North Bengal of more than 1°. ' 

Rainfall.—Showery weather has prevailed over a great part of the province throughout 
the week. As the rainfall has been largely due to thunderstorms, the daily falls are more 
irregular than usual, but in many cases they are very light. In Orissa alone the average fall is 
above the normal, being 2‘92 as compared with 1:97 iuches. In Chota Nagpur thore has boen 
defect of about ‘48 inch, in Hast Bengal -61 inch, in Bihar of ‘98 inch, and in North Bengal 
of 261 inches. As pointed out above, the number of days on which rain fell was very little 
under the averago, except in North Bengal, where there was about one rainy day fewer, 





% 

August - | 25th ... | 29-652 88:7 791. |. 86-1 824 810 |. 8 

o «= } 26th, 4 87-6 73°8 862 817 79°9 i) 

eats . | 27th 87:1 758) | 842 | 808 794 ‘85 

ey 28th ...| 674 85:2 784 80-1 781 72 91 

” pes 85°9 768 | 825 80:2 “3 91 

+9 wo | 80th 89°3 780 | 845 813 1 86 

a Bist 626 89°6 798 | 885 | 830 78 
Inches. 





su 14 


8°39 | —0°90, 12°18 ) 14°44 saabdt bartual 


South-West Bengal 
North Bengal. 






8:48 | 19:38 B78 408 % 











Bast Bengal 4 8°89 | 0°61) 14°63 | 15°66 | 42°47 68°60 
Bihar seat tod 2°05 | —0-17, 11°46 | 11°86 bh bat 
Orisa ah cE 400 | 290 +110) 1927 | 1136) aon, 4247 
Chota Nagpur ., 8°47 | +0°28 9-08 | 1313 89703 | 44.05 
Assam mee | ; 

* Dehreo not inclnded,) =. | t Daltonganj not included. " 
Mereoro.ocics1 Orricz, Benoar, 0. 


The 8rd September 1895. Offg. Meteorological Reporter to the Gort. of Bengat. 





Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 25th to 3lst August 1895, 











9 The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the sevendays .,. ae «es 29669 
‘ The mean temperature of the seven days i sve x9 
‘ The extreme variation of temperature ean Wh es 38 
_ The maximum temperature ee Ps ; 89°6 

° 
The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days coe aes & 


‘The total fall of rain from 25th to Slst August 1895 Sas ot AOD 
The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 


Merzono.ocicat Orricx, Lyp1a, J. A. 


The 2nd September 1895. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of Indias : 
tt 







86°7| 8:0 | 787 | 79°7 | 0-977 | 78°5-| 88 | ENE and ESE ... 95 0°53 | Chiefly “‘@pody, 
0, p. : 





864] 74 | 79° | 801] +998) 792) 91 | ESE and calm... 44 0-09 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
ed, t 

85-9 | 103 | 75°6 | 79°8 | 987 | 788 | 89 |SSEandcalm .., 52 0°55 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
& P- 

83:1) 46) 785 | 786) +947] 776] 90) ESEandSSE ..| 89 0:14 | Chiefly cloudy, 
0, d, p. 

846 | 7:8 | 76°8| 791 | 964] 781 | 90| ESE and SSE .., 63 0-15 | Chiefly cloudy, 0, 4 
d, p. 


87:0 | 88 | 782] 800| 991] 789 | 89 |SSW,Sby Wand| 388! Nil Chiofly cloudy, 0, 
calm, : 























87°6 | “81 | 795 | 806 | 907 | 791 | 85 | WEW, 8 by Zand| 41! O-44 | Chiofty cloudy, |p, 
calm, Sr ae 








Inches, 
The mesn pressure of the seven days nee aes wes 29-632 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office soe see 8 see ~ 29°630 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine 708 eo seb 166 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ose ae 88:4 
The mean temperature of the seven days aes see yar 82°3 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- if Tey 
General’s Office fis tee abs tee eer 83'4 oe, 
The extreme variation of temperature... tae oo gos 120 . 5 
The maximum temperature ... see ves ave eee 876 | 
Mil 
The ‘highest velocity of the wind in one hour see ee om 10 
‘ im 
The mean relative humidity ... ey ace soe tee 89 iM 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, ia 
* Surveyor-General’s Office sts eae ide ove 86 
Ine! 
The total fall of rain from 25th to 81st August 1895 ate oes 190 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s “ 
Office ES ve rs ane sa 214 y 
The total fall from lst January to 8lst August 1895 83:00” * 


The average fall of the corresponding “period “for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s ‘a4 
i Othee - ee oes oes eev 48°20- | 
i The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and TThermiogrefh 
and from observations made at 6h., 10h., 16h. and 22h. 2 
Phe maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All ine 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed aud verified at 
Kew Observatory. ‘They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four folk 
aboye the ground. 
“The ‘barometer ‘readings ‘are corrected approxiniately to'those of the standard) Newman’s ‘No, 8&6, 


formerly at the Surveyor-General’s'Office. | 
The h grometric elements are obtained from Tables ITI, IV, and V of the official tables computed in’ 


I the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modificatidns of Aagust’s formula. 
The directions! and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph. + 
The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. ‘ 


aos overcast; g, gloomy ; a, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; t, thunder; & dew. 
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ra . Boropean “S| ger 10 1,900 | wasn 24177 1,060 ny. | Gees 
Ditto, Indian ees 30 1 38 6 31 “ Bok 3s 


nd Chemicals— 
ntosioating, other than opium 


~ 
5 
“ 
~ 
8 





Non-intoxicating — 
Cinchona bari te weet ate 








Grain and pulee— 
Wheat 


Rice in the husk” ma 1,967 








Rice not inthe husk... y 6,392 2,308 5,605 8,790 35 
Jawar and bare oy oo oe on Pr eee sesens oe eee ive 

Gram and pt ee eT ooo 1,616 1,260 1,683 4,310 2,848 

Others... . . a 1 167 





Hides and skins ~ 
Hides of cattle 
Dressed or tanned re eT 


wo “ “. . 
Skins of sheep, &c.— at) 852 3 609 867 672 195 — 
oped or tanned a eT 
Ww oo ” oo - on 
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Raw ar a ee nate 880 5 2,666 3,15 O71 124 avian 
Gunnybogsand cloth 1.0 sea 3a1 820 232 230 1,157 7 468 680 schioe 
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and mustard on) 
"Pil or jinjili vob” eee gee tee tae 
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a and pasteboard” =) 103 





Ghee Ce ee ee ee 38 
Dried fruits and nuts .. 0 we ae severe sevens seteee ooneee von oy 
a ae ee 53 4 796 204 WI “T3700 


it and i} 
3 Mins Pbl bie te ait Foreign ee _ 
BOSACE TES, eugines and tenders and . evened eves sesene eoseee seteee eeees 
‘Odtringes and trucks and parts thereof ... serene ecanee coment ween sence eevee 
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Stee! rails and fish-plates, slee) and eh vs 
pe sape ana }» sleepers eons tionas omic ene ween esses seseee betes 


Other sorts Or sesene eoene 16 sensor sesses 16 
wwe 5,096 52 6,052 oe 5,148 614 sees 


oh) rt =o pr pale a Ol soc 7 | eee 9 3 6 ‘ 


Other saline substances a sees eaveee oon Sass 


~ nee ie bs 
raw— 
, sty cae yassad> aise mes oe, aed wes sii és 

mite ten ee ce eee sh a5 ‘1 a mW Meanie Se pes 


-Unrefined, viz., molasses and 
k fur, aud other sacchering 





Shawls 





rn $3 of misrobeiiities ”” 


a crystallized, including sugar- 





























242 118 130 286 us 

ry or 1,062 73 686 1,585 1,650 26 

luce, 
sin “Veal bs eaters “5,048 “ga "3.683 “5.048 “3,656 “TS9e 
ae 1 0 518 18} Sol 699 dee 
a 304 2,847 146 2,726 3,151 2,872 279 

| 

ceed oe e| oo" is wee fot ‘ “ey | oo j Ms 
oe ™ 21 . 96 21 6 tence 
entees P mt 
fee Sas "7,383 S40 
Total... 34,013 66,822 35,993 51,927 100,835 87,020 26,053 





Oaucurra, the 29th August 1895, 





F.C. W. Dover, 
For Examiner of Avcounts, 
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a “Carcurna, the 28th August 1895. 
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1 2 
163 158 5 
1 8 epous 
4 165 49 
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6 rey 6 
5 1 4 
364 6) 205 
1 8 sevens 
638 lis 020 
906 66 280 : 
380 186 158 2 
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131 6 26 Nisin 
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10,287 7,048 3,884 1,190 





F. C. W. Dover, 
For Examiner of Accounts, 





BAST INDIAN RAILWAY. a 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 24th August 1895, on 1,686°3} 39 miles open. x 










MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
COACHING TRAFFIC. ABAWSIO: 















Weight 
carried. Receipts, 





Number of 
ner pamen gers. Reovipts, 













Rs, a, P. Re, A. P. Re, A. P. 


baa i ; 7,22,190 har pe 0 


Mps. 8. 











_ ComPanrson, 
‘Total hemeependingaamee 
coieieg 244,835 | 2,28,848 6 10 30,09,574 30 519,403 0 7 
vers ey previous 137 9 «0 > 312 3 
ok Pea kv rs ee be cy 


Total 
weeks of previous year “ 2,272,234 | 21,65,010 13 11 | 2,08,05,141 20 | 42,809,843 9 


14,959 15 3 | 7,083,211 6 
81511 458 1S Ace 
1,355,245 3 9 | 65,91,004 11 6) 















* The inorsen is duo chiefly to pilgri 
Deducted No. of passengers T8004 und Re, 28,184 












































Ditto Mads. 6,462,582 and ” oon ‘995 bon account of difference between the approximate and audited figuros for the first 13 days of July 1895, 
re age added to Coaching and 1 Merchandise respectively on account of difference between Bed approximate and audited dgures from 1st July 
Pe. TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 24th August 1895, on 22°23 miles open. 
Coacnine Tuarric, | MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL TMARYIC TRAIN-MILBS RUN, 
= = Otherearnings Total Aa 
(estimated), earnings. 
bal eal d | Receipts, |Weightoarried.| Receipts, Coaching. Mexchan- Total, 
Rs. ae. Mos. 8. Re. a. P. | Rear.) Re. ALP 
Total traffic for the week ave 15,408 8.406 1 0 3,171 0 123.12 0 00 3,544.13 0 1,47 a 1,188 
Or mile of railway sneeee 153 3 6 s00eee 691 010 9 U9 TH] coos Pre sor0e 
us OF wooks of hulf- 
- - *144,582 | %34,700 8 0 733,705 0 ties 8 0 793 0 0) 96,239 0 0 7,841 465 8,306 
Total for 7) weeks =... 159,990 = 38,106 9 0 36,876 0 1,669 4 0 108 0 0 39,783 18 0 8,088 506 0,405 
—— |} | ee | | connie 
ComPaRison. 
Total tor corresponding week 
‘of prviogs fea se 4,811 3,275 2 2 8,473 39 330 2 0 840 3,613 8 2 1,125 63 | 1,188 
Per mile of railway correspond- 7 
of previous year fe sree 1475 3 ease 1413 8 0 511 162 8 10 avons ensue sesnne 
senaks of previous yeqp Pa 152,638} | 35,508 8 8 55,489 20 2,305 14 0 6211 0) 87,981 12 8 9,184 407 9,00 





. f passen a B 1,251 ‘i 
j Deacted"maunae 27 an xe A008. om is} op account of difference between the approximate and audited figures for tho first 13 days of July 1805, 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 24th August 1895, on 161°40 miles open. 
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. EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 

‘ f _ Gworvpive N. B,, Dacca, K.-D., axp Assam-Braan Szctions.) 5 
Approximate seturn of Trafic and Mileage for the wook ended 24th August 1895, on 818 miles“opon 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. . 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 24th August 1895, on 125 miles open. 
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DACCA STATE RAILWAY.. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the woek ended 24th August 1895, on 86 miles open. 
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DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Approximate for the week ending 17th August 1895 am 
Corresponding pe: ne of 1894 ” oo oo eos oe 
Increase on ove ee owe one os 
Receipts per mile for _ a ending 17th August 1895... je ate 
Corresponding period of on os one tee we 
Tacrease oor ove oe oe a 

Fos td from Ist July to bg August 1896, ove eee ima 
onding period of 189 one ono ove es to 

Increase ow oo owe as te te 


Rs. a. p, 
12,645 0 0 
12,299 0 0 


246 0 0 


_ 
246 16 8 
241 2 5 


413 3 


81,248 0 0 
80,560 0 0 


688 0 0 


——_—__ 





DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


einige oa MUM Anew tow 
Increase ov ove ove ove 

etd per mile pot Mer eeating dap August 1895 co 

Corres ae oo oe 
‘ ee een aac wea eco wo es 
tain from Ist Ae 24th angen 1896 ‘ ” . 
lorresponding period o eee oo oo one 
Increase ove oo oe ow ove ae 


4th September 1896. 





Rs. a. pv. 
12,469 0 0 
10,252 0 0 


—_— 


2,217 0 0 





—— 


244 7 10 
201 0 8 

43 7 7 
—_—_—. 
93,711 0 0 
90,812 0 0 


—___ 
2,906 0 0 


—_—_—__—. 


he ag Ol aid Book Depdt, of ope Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, in she 


_—_— 


114,596 184,562 249,158 





SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette. 





WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER, 11, 1895. 








OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


. 
Non-Subscribere to the GazettE may Feccive the SuPPLEMENT separately on payment of Six Rupees 
per annum if delivered in Calcutta, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post 


CONTENTS. 


* 
a 
» Page. ‘ Page. 
ResoLvTiox on the Annual General Adainisization Ly aa of Rainfall in week ending 
Report of the Presidency Division for the yeur 1894-0: 1635 Saturda: pit (8 an), the 7th of September 1895, 11” 
Angun Goverl Aamingeaion apr othe Predendy¢ | aie of fhe Maori, Omran ake at te 
oe lst to 
Revised rales “tor” te xrone of ‘medical certificates to Abstract of the Results of arometric ant het pe 
candidates tong meng in Government service, and mowetric Observations taken at a.m, at the Me- 
to applicants, for leave a: medieal certificates or for 


™, 
ive taorologicl Office, Chowringbos: | fe the month of August - 
aparece * week ending sth Bep- mae Results of the Barometrical and “ Thermometrical ‘Obser- 8 


vetces Prmmy) at the Meteo: 

Pricos-current (retail) of Food-grains, Pire-wood and Salt rom ist to 7th Soptembor halo, Oe CMON 45 
in the Head-quarters Station, Bazars of the Districts of vital fatiatios of the Esprtcta! of Bengal for the month of 
Bengal cc on the Sist August 1895 1730 July 1895 1m 

~— ~ Teepetre the ae ot Rico in and ‘around 1108 Abstract i ar sho g Toliage on Canals in’ Bengal 
Oaleutta ‘ classed jor 

3 oe oval ica ET Saly 1800 inor works for the month - 10 
ees at the Alipore: Bb aera the month of Cee ent Bastern Ganals\ for’ ‘ih werk ending ‘Satur: 

Mee cacate) Siok At tha Peatzinee Bengal i for the 777 | paar tam Piet Acgust to 7th September ee 
eteorological o nat Indian way for the month of Jul; 808 wo ue 3788 

weak andiin is Saturday, the 7th of 2 ot pene 1895 oe 1738 Weekly return of Traffic Receipts on daly Railways .. 1754 








RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENOY DIVISION FOR THE 
YEAR 1894-96, 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—MISCELLANEOUS. 
Darjeeling, the 10th September 1895. 
RESOLUTION—No, 248T.G. 


Tne Lieutenant-Governor directs the publication, for general information, 
of the Commissioner’s Report on the General Administration of the Presidency 
Division for the year 1894-95. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor considers Mr. Westmacott’s remarks on the 
following subjects to be worthy of special attention by District Officials: — 

Para. 18.—The value of tours by Subdivisional Officers and the kind of subjects to 
which their a should be directed. 


Pana. 78.—The public should be warned against the unsound character of the Provident 
Companies referred to. 


Para, 90,—The Reorganziation of the Chaukidars. “The remarks of some district officers 
on this subject show more acuteness in raising difficulties than in clearin 


them out of the way. A perusal of the reports of the Commissioners 0 
other Divisions will give them much useful information on this subject. 


There does not seem any reason why Chakran Chaukidars should neces- 
sarily be ousted on the introduction of the Chaukidari Act. 
Para. 97.—The Administration of Criminal Justice. 


Pana, 189.—The Mismanagement of Pounds and Ferries by District Boards. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


C. E. BUCKLAND, ~*~ 
Sécretary to the Gort. of Bengal. 
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_ ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE PRESIDENCY 
: ry DIVISION FOR 1894-95, 





a sin No. 72J.G., dated Onloutta, the 28rd July 1895, 
— From—E. V. Wesraacorr, Esa., Commissioner of the Presid Divisi 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department 
I nave the honour to submit the General Administration Report for the 
Presidency Division for the year 1894-95, with the statistical returns enumer- 
ated in annexure B to Government letter No. 544, dated 28th February 1892, 


I—CHARGE. 


2. Lheld the office of Commissioner of this Division from Ist to 24th 
April and from 12th November to the end of the year. Mr. H.C. Williams 
ciated for me in the interval, while I was on deputation on the Board of 

evenue. 

3. The statement below shows the names of the Magistrates and Collectors 
who were in charge of the several districts of the Division during the year :— 


District. Name. Period for which each officer held charge, 
Mr. F. R.8. Collier —.,,__Ast April to 28th April 1894. 
24-Parganas » J. H. Temple ++» 29th April to 29th May 1894, 
» F. BR. 8, Collier ++. 80th May 1894 to 31st March 1895. 
Nadia : » EW. Oollin «+ Ist April to 29th — 1894. - 
“1 5, J. H. E. Garrett +++ 80th April 1894 to 31st March 1895. 
: » J. Kennedy + Ist April to 5th September 1894. 
Murshidabad » J. H. Temple + _ 6th September* to 28th October 1894. 
» J. Kennedy .« 29th October 1894 to 31st March 1895, 
» W. Fiddian - «+ — Ist April to 22nd June 1894. 
Jessore +} 9 ©.J. Stevenson-Moore 28rd June to 13th December 1894. 
» F. 8. Hamilton ++ 14th December 1894 to 3lst March 1895. 
» H.F.T. Maguire ... Ist April to 28th May 1894. 
Khulna ai | » N.D. Beatson-Bell ... 29th May to 24th November 1894. 
» W. B. Brown ... 25th November 1894 to 81st March 1895. 


4, It will be seen that no officer remained in charge of any district 
throughout the year. Mr. Collier was away on short leave for one month, when 
Mr. ‘Temple acted for him, The change in Nadia was caused by the transfer 
of Mr, Collin in April. In Murshidabad Mr. Temple officiated for Mr. Kennedy 
when he went on privilege leave, In Jessore Mr. Kiddian retired on 22nd June 
and Mr. Stevenson-Moore succeeded him. Mr. Hamilton took charge on the 
14th October, and held office till the close of the year. Mr. Maguire was 
in charge of the district of Khulna till 28th May, when he was relieved by 
Mr. Bell, who, again, was succeeded on the 25th November by Mr. Brown. 
These frequent changes, though no doubt unavoidable, are much to be deplored — 
more particularly in the case of Khulna, which district requires a firm hand to 
make up for slackness and feeble administration in the past. 

5. The statement below gives the names of the officers who were in 
charge of subdivisions in the several districts of this Division :— 


District. Subdivision. Name of officer. Poriod of incumbency. 
: Barasat .,. Babu Chandi Das Ghosh +». Throughout the year. 
24-Parganas } Dasithat ... Manlvi Mahammad Aldulla —... Ditto. 
D te hss nd Babu Khagendra Nath Mitra... Ditto. 


«+ Mr. W.N. Delevingne ; Ditto, 


adie ‘Kushtia .... Babu Purna Chandra Mitra a Ditto. 
ts ... Babu Nabin Chandra Sen sXe Ditte. 





District. Subdivision. Name of officer. © | —-Period of iucumbency: 


Murshidabea {2 _... Babu Nava Coomar Chakraberti .., ‘Throughout the year, 
bed eae gy Pran Kumar Ghosh sd Ditto. — 
. Mr. W. Maxwell .. From ist A to 
20th June 1894. 
Babu Jagesvar Bisvas ... From 21st June to Ist 
“ July yh 3 
Jhenidah Mr. W. Maxwell ... From 2n 
j agesvar B: Fron iat Oo gl 
Babu J isvas sae ‘om 18t cto! 
z rn 26th October 1894. 
Mr. W. Maxwell ... From 27th October 
ae to 81st March 
‘ 1895. 
J 3 », Atul Krishna Ray ... From Ist April 1894 to 
essore = «++ | Bangaon 18th March 1895. 


Babu Akshay Koomar Chatterji ... From 19th March to 
81st March 1895. 


Narail ... —y),- Amrita Lal Mukerji e Throughout the year. 
From 


» Radha Kanta Banerjee... st April to 8th 
May 1894. 

Magura ,, Kunja Behari Chatterjeo ... From 9th May to 16th 
June 1894. 

> Nagendra Nath Ghosh ... From 17th June 1894 


Kumud Nath Mukh Thnoogh: mina — 
Bagerhat ... umud Na’ ukherjee ... out the year. 
Khulna... Satkhira Ps: ”. Gati Krishna Neogi he Ditto. 7 


6. It will be seen that, except in the Magura subdivision of Jessore, there 
was practically no substantive change in any of the subdivisions in the Division, 
which is very satisfactory. 


Il.—TOURS AND INSPECTION OF OFFICES. 


7. In April I spent seven days in the district of Nadia, during which 
I visited Ranaghat twice, to try and induce the 
Municipal Commissioners to reform their insani- 
tary condition, At the end of the month Mr. H. C. Williams relieved me. 
In June he spent 6 days in visiting the district of Murshidabad. In July he 
made a tour of 7 days by water, visiting the Satkhira subdivision of Khulna, 
the Basirhat subdivision of the 24-Parganas, and the municipalities of Debhatta,” 
Taki, Basirhat, and Satkhira. In August Mr. Williams visited the Barasat 
subdivision of the 24-Parganas and some of the municipalities near Calcutta. 
He appears to have been 4 days at a greater distance than 5 miles from head- 
uarters. In September he spent 5 days visiting Ranaghat and Krishnagar in 
‘adia. In October he visited the Magura and Narai subdivisions and the 
head-quarters station of Jessore, being on tour for 8 days. I resumed charge 
of the division on the 12th November, and was on tour from 17th November 
till 8th December, inspecting at the head-quarters station of Nadia, the 
Kushtia, Meherpur, and Jhenidah subdivisions, the municipalities of Krish- 
nagar, Kushtia, Kumarkhali, Meherpur, and the town of Chuadanga, besides 
riding over a good deal of country in the east of Murshidabad, the north of 
Nadia, and the west of Jessore. in January I spent 21 days on tour, inspect- 
ing at the xg bay ee of Jessore and Khulna and the subdivisions of Bangaon 
and Bagirhat. In February I spent 16 days on tour, inspecting in the district 
of Murshidabad, the head-quarters station, the subdivisions of Kandi and 
Jangipur, the ogy aoe of Berlian pore, Murshidabad, Kandi, and Jangipur, 
and other places. In March I inspected the Diamond Harbour subdivision, 
the offces at the head quarters of the 24-Parganas at Alipore, the Cossipore 
Municipality, &c. The total number of days ou which My, Williams and myself 
were at a greater distance than 5 miles from head-quarters appears to be 101, 
but a good deal of suburban inspection isdone within that radius, The munici- 
palities in this Division require much of the Commissioner’s attention, and I 
endeavoured to see as much as I could of the district roads. It is needless 
to recite all the different matters inspected and examined. © 


(a) Commissioner's tour. 






By “The number of dayt dati ; which each Mogistrate-Collecto 
Si addict sala on Sour ie ae icilatie “OE acs district Sor rans 


below :— 
“ Mr. F. R. 8. Collior oF 
24-Feeganss =... | The Joint-Magistrate of the 24-Parganas 44 
Watts __ {Mr. EB. W. Collin 6 
. » J. H. EB. Garrett woe 122 
te ; . J. Kenved, sve 108 
* Murshidsbed =...) Nea ao “1B 
» W. Fiddian age ® 
Jessore «4 yy J. Stevenson-Moore os 308 
” ¥.8. Hamilton mee 
» H. F. T. Maguire Chae 
Khulna ~{ ” NUD. Beatson-Bell 48 
» W.B. Brown aw 3° 


9. It will be seen that, except in the case of the 24-Parganas, the wishes 
of Government in this respect _have been more than fully complied with. All 
the District Officers except the Collector of the 24-Parganas were in the interior 
of their districts for more than the required number of days. 

10, In the 24-Parganas the Collector and the Joint-Magistrate spent 
between them 84 days on tour, or 6 days short of the period prescribed by the 
orders of Government. Mr. Collier went out every month from July to January 
and for one day in March. He was prevented from doing much touring in 
December or January, or any in February, by illness, and also probably by 
his duties as member of Council. The Joint-Magistrate spent 44 days on tour 
from December to March. Mr. Collier visited all the subdivisional offices and 
treasuries, most of the thanas, municipal offices, and dispensaries. He looked 
into the state of roads and communications and the principal Government 
estates, inspected schools, enquired into the state of public health and public 
feeling, saw the state of crops, and held interviews with people of all classes. 

11. Messrs. Collin and Garrett’s tours extended over 128 days in Nadia, 
Mr. Collin was on tour for 6 days in April and Mr. Garrett’s tour was distributed 
over the remaining months of the year. Mr. Garrett has been very active in 
travelling. He visited each subdivisional head-quarters at least three times, 
and made full inspections. He also visited and inspected—in the majority of 
cases twice—each municipality and municipal office, all the thanas except 
four, all sub-registry offices except one, all the important khas mahals, and 
made all the usual enquiries and inspections incidental to a camping tour. 
During his tour he visited the whole of the district, with the exception of the 
north-western portion of the Sadar subdivision, which he had intended to visit 
in January but did not, as he expected to be shortly relieved. 

12. In Murshidabad Mr. Temple, while o ciating for Mr. Kennedy in 
September and October, was in camp for 13 days. Mr. Temple inspected the 
Honorary ge are court, municipal office and dispensary at Lalbagh, 
inquired into allegations of scarcity in Jangipur, and into the killing of a bull by 
Muhammadans in the subdivision of Kandi. Mr, Kennedy inspected all the 
khas mahals, many of the principal velan in the district, and the subdivisional 
offices and treasuries and sub-registry offices. 

13. The number of days spent in camp by the District Officers of Jessore 
was 128, The tours were distributed throughout the year. Mr. Fiddian made 
the first half-yearly inspection of the Bangaon subdivisional office, sub-jail, and 
dispensary. Mr. tevenson-Moore visited all the subdivisions, and inspected the 
offices, Ex eg ese jails, dispensaries, thanas, sub-registry offices, and schools. 
He also enquired into the formation of village unions. Mr. Moore devoted much 
time to the , status, and physique of village chaukidars. He tried locally 
three bad livelihood cases. He i established local committees to manage the 
dispensaries of Jhenida, Magura, and Narail, with a view to obtaining some 
local support for those institutions, which are maintained by the District Board. 
‘Mr. Moore enquired into the cause of arrears of rents of pounds and ferries 
which have been very badly managed by the Local Boards, he inspected the 
Kotchandpur Municipality and arbitrated in a dispute between it and the local 
zamindar, He sem down the river Kabadak to enquire into obstructions to 









the channel caused by fishermen, and has since taken Tes 
from navigable rivers throughout the district. The result 
of these bandels is reported to be already perceptible in the h 
While in the interior Mr. Moore pene about a compromise 
certain persons had brought against the District Board roga din h. 
He also paid special attention to girls’ schools, Mr. Moore mac very useful - 
tours. In January Mr. Hamilton visited Magura and Nara , and ip Be j 
the subdivisional ‘offices, jails, dispensaries, sub-registry and Local Boards’ _ 
offices, tianas, aud khas mabnals. He also visited Bangaon with me. In 
February he inspected the municipalities of Kotchandpur and Maheshpur, 
and visited the ‘Tarpur Sugar Factory, inspected the Maheshpur thana, and 
enquired into the formation of a union at Bénodepur. He visited some of 
the khus nhals in the Sadar and Jhenida subdivisions, Mr. Hamilton’s tours 
were also useful. 

14, The number of days spent in camp by the District Officers of Khulna 
was 90, distributed over all months of the year. Both the subdivisions were 
inspected once by Mr. Bell and once by Mr. Brown. Mr. Bell also inspected 
schools, sub-registry offices, excise sho &e., and made some local investiga- 
tions into criminal cases, He paid considerable attention to hospitals, and made 
arrangements. for the extension of two of them. Mr. Brown inspected all the 
thanas and all the sub-registry offices except one, all the Local Boards and 
municipalities except one, attended to chaukidari matters, and paid much 
attention to khas mahals and wards’ estates. ' 

15. I am quite satisfied withthe Collectors’ tours in all the districts 
except that of the 24-Parganas, I should be glad if arrangements could be 
made in this district for more travelling by the Gollector himself, 

16. The following table shows the number of days spent by the different 
Subdivisional Officers on tour :— 











District, Subdivision, "Name of officer. Time spent 


‘ on tour, 
Barasat .. Babu Chandi Das Ghosh a. 119 
24-Parganas ... Basirhat «+» Maulvi Mahammad Abdulla «108 
Diamond Harbour Bahu Khagendra Nath Mitra re? | 
: Kushtia cao » _Purna Chandra Mitra ee 
Nadia +. { Meherpur +. Mr. W.N. Delevingne oe 142 
: Ranaghat + Babu Nabin Chandra Sen eee 128 
~ { Jangipur isk » Nava Ooomar Chakraberti .,.. 127 
Murebidabad ... ) oP ett) Brame Minaciee tShacah MOL 
pees oe Mr. by ager ais «108 
ti ishna es 107 
Bangagn ase Babu Akshay seeny Yee ae 
Jessore «++ ) Narail ah » Amrita Lal Mukherji eee, ee 
[ » Radha Kanta Banerjeo iv 2 
Magura is » Kunja Behari Chatterjee... 62 
» Nagendra Nath Ghosh PaEL (¢ 
Satkhira «. Babu Gati Krishna Neogi see LTS 
Khulna ‘| Bagerhat sk » Kumud Nath Mu erjee =... 104 


17. The tours of all the Subdivisional Officers were up to the standard 
All of them appear to have visited all parts of their ushipchien subdivisions and 

to have generally made good use of their time in camp. In Nadia, however, 

Babu Nabin Chandra Sen, the Subdivisional Officer of hat, is reported to 

have taken up no criminal work during his absence from tead-quarters, the 

result being that occasionally for as many as five days together no petitions 

were heard and no B and C forms were disposed of” This oflicer appears to 

have shirked as much work as he possibly could. Babu Purna Chandra Mitra 

and Mr. W. N. Delevingne did good work while on tour. In Jessore all the 

officers devoted much attention to the Toe of the Chaukidari Act. 

: : ivisional Officers, in additi 
ordinary: inspections, to enquire specially into the following matters wih Bs: 
tour :—(1) Obstructions in rivers, (2) pay and status of kidars, (3) tanks 
excavated and reserved for drinking by the District Board, (4) the require. 
ments of villages _Tespecting drinking water, (5) ferries which it might be 
desirable for the District Board to acquire, (6) khas mahal improvements and 






assessments. Regarding subdivisional tours 

against the grees for tours 
ey are of just as mutch 
ir gipee as Collectors’, An intimate knowledge of the Working of the 
“police helps on a Subdivisional Officer’s administration enormously, and if his 
“tours are well arranged, his appearance in a village where a disturbance is 
“imminent, with his court accessories ready to hand, has an effect it is difficult 
“to estimate. The Subdivisional Officer of Narail, Babu Amrita Lal Mukerjee, 
*‘has been ially successful in this respect; consequently the decrease in 
“rioting in Narail subdivision is most marked.” 

19. In the 24-Parganas the Subdivisional Officers of Barasat and 
Diamond Harbour kept horses; the Subdivisional Officer of Basirhat kept ° 
a boat. In Nadia and Murshidabad both the Subdivisional Officers kept ponies, 
In Jessore the Subdivisional Officers of Jhenidah and Bangaon kept horses, 
and those of Magura and Narail kept boats. The Subdivisional Officers of 
Bagerhat and Satkhira in Khulna kept boats. 

} prea 20. I inspected all the district offices and 
Pee alae rem ong fo teh my remarks. No serious irregularity. came 

21, All the district offices and treasuries were twice inspected by the 
Collectors—generally in September and March. All 
defects noticed by the Collectors or by me were 
entered in registers of defects opened during the 

year, under my orders, and the Deputy Collectors in charge of the different 
departments noted in their own handwriting the manner in which each defect 
was remedied. No very serious fault was brought to light. 

22. The Barasat, Basirhat, Satkhira, Ranaghat, Magura, and Narail sub- 

eniaieisllae sineisincatanice divisional offices and sub-treasuries were inspected 

oat Avaaaation by Commistiénen, UY Mk: H. C. Williams, I inspected the remaining 

i subdivisional offices, with the exception of those at 

Jhenidah, to which my visit was a very brief one. I had inspected them in the 
previous year, and was satisfied with Mr. Maxwell’s work. 

23. In the 24-Parganas the Barasat subdivisional office and sub-treasury 

Inspection of subdivisional offices bad Brice, tapected by oa Doller, an as 

apd eagnries, by Oolleciars, Diamond Harbour and the Basirhat subdivisional 

offices and sub-treasurics once by him and once by 

“the Joint-Magistrate. The Collectors of the other districts inspected all sub- 

divisional offices and sub-treasuries twice, with the exception of Kandi, which 

was inspected only once, Mr. Temple, who was to have inspected there a second 
time, having been unable to do so owing to illness. 

24, The offices and sub-treasuries of all the subdivisions, with the exception 
of Ranaghat and Kushtia, were twice inspected during the year by the Deputy 
Collectors in charge of them, No inspection was made by Babu Nabin Chandra 
Sen, the Deputy Collector of Banactat, of his own office in the second half of 
the year stage report, on the excuse that the Commissioner had inspected his 
office in September, which is absurd. The Commissioner’s inspection is on 
lines very different from the detailed inspection the Deputy Collector is expected 
to make; but, as I have said already, Babu Nabin Chandra Sen shirked every- 
thing he could. The inspection of the Kushtia subdiyisional office and sub- 
treasury was not made by the Deputy Collector, Babu Purna Chandra Mitra, 
until the beginning of April last. His attention has beon drawn to the necessity 
of inspecting his office within or before the close of each half-year. 
















(2) Inspection of district offices 
and treasuries by Collectors, 


IIL—WEATHER AND OROPS. 


25. The average rainfall in the Division was 58:43 inches during the 
year.under, report, or 1872 inches less than in 1893-94 and 1:77 inches 
more than in 1892-93. The largest rainfall during the year was at Rampal 
in. Khulna, being 73:92 inches, and the smallest at Barasat in the 24-Parganas, 
being 39°65. The average outturn of the aman or winter crop of rice in the 
Diyision was 15:1 annas during, the year, against, 12:7 in 1893-94 and 10-9 






in 1892-93, while that of the aus or early ice crop was 14 annag against 
9°6 in 1898-94 and 15:1 in 1892-93. “eet 53 pith Coes nae aa aoe 
26.. In the 24-Parganas the average rainfall in the year under report was 
less than that of the two preceding years in all the subdivisions, but it was’ 
unevenly distributed, and some place received a larger downfall than that at 
the recording stations. The consequence was an average outturn of 
throughout the district, aye in parts of the Diamond Harbour subdivision, © 
where a heavy downfall in July swamped the seedlings and did considerable 
damage before cuts could be allowed in the embankments to drain, off excess | 
water, and the lands that had been planted had nearly all to be planted a 
. second time, and fresh seedlings grown or fetched from other places. In some 
arts of the subdivision land remained fallow for want of seedlings, and from the 
rest tracts the water was not drained off. Boro rice was afterwards raised in 
some of them. There was heavy rain in the Basirhat subdivision in June, 
which injured the Jorodhan and aman seedlings in the Bhil Bullee estate. In 
spite of local damage caused by the floods, the outturn of the aman paddy in 
the Diamond Harbour and other subdivisions was greater than in former years, 
the résult being a general fall in the price of rice, The oilseed crop was only 
9 annas, but sugarcane was a 14-anna crop. 

27. In Nadia the average rainfall in the year under report was 60:46 
inches against 71:7 in 1893-94 and 50-1 in 1892-93. The quantity that fell 
during the year, though not insufficient for agricultural purposes, was not 
evenly distributed throughout the different seasons. The timely rainfall during 
the first half of the year was beneficial to the biadoi and winter rice and indigo. 
It facilitated the ploughing and early sowing of lands, with the result that the 
crops yielded very fuir outturns and the people were enabled to harvest them 
in time almost everywhere before any material damage was effected by the 
floods in the rainy season. On the other hand, abnormal rainfall at the 
begiuning of November damaged the rabi crops more or less, and the season 
being late, the cultivators could not resow them, The outturn of these crops, 
however, except that of wheat, was greater than in the preceding year, and 
would have been highly satisfactory had there not been a total mac of 
rain during the months of January and February. “ 

28. In Murshidabad the rainfall of the year under report was much less 
than in 1893-94, but greater than in 1892-93. In the Sadar subdivision the 
rain which fell in April and May was favourable to all the crops generally, 
but the unusually heavy rainfall in October and November caused considerable 
damage to paddy in low lands, indigo, mulberry, and su e. In the Kandi 
subdivision, though the total rainfall of the year was a little more than that of 
the two preceding years, the outturn of aman or winter rice fell from 18 to 16 
arinas, of avs from 14 to 12 annas, and of jute from 12 to 11 annas, on 
account of irregularity in the rainfall. In Jangipur early and prolonged 
floods damaged the thadoi rice and retarded the sowing of gram and wheat, 
and did considerable damage to kalai. The outturn of radi crops, though: 
grown late in the season, was better than was expected. Silkworms and 
mulberry did fairly well. 

29. In Jessore the average rainfall of the year was 58°66 inches against 
65°04 in 1893-94 and 61:44 in 1892-93. The rainfall was seasonable, save for 
excessive rains in November, which damaged the radi crops already sown and 
somewhat retarded sowing. The average outturn of avs. and aman rice was 17 
and 16 annas respectively, against 10 and 9-2 annas in 1893-94. Wheat and © 
pulses yielded 6 and 94 annas only, owing to heavy rainfallin November. The 
outturn of tobacco, sugarcane, indigo, and jute crops was 12, 15, 10, and 14 
annas during the year, against 12, 12, 4, | 7 respectively. Heavy floods in 
the Bangaon subdivision brought down the average for the district considerably, - 

30. In Khulna the rainfall in the under report was less than that 
in 1893-94, but a little above that in 1892-93. The rain was evenly distributed 
throughout the season. The outturn of the rice crops was excellent, being 
17 annas, the outturn of jute was 13 annas against 11 in 1893-94, while that 
of sugarcane and tobacco fell off. Mr. Brown, Officiating Collector, makes the 
following remarks on the subject:— - nate 


“In the Sunderbuns, where paddy is grown almost entirely for export, 


7 at a 
“ cultivators are said to have been severely hit by low prices. ontory pale i 









n from the cultivators—sometimes even beford 






ome and buy 
“it is _ But this year the demand is languid, and the raiyats had consid- 
“erable difficulty in disposing of the produce. ‘The reaping of the harvest ‘a 
“the Sunderbuns is generally done by immigrant labourers, and their remunera- 
‘tion in bad years like the last is as low as y/sth or ysth of the crop. But this 
‘year, owing to plentiful harvests in other districts, the supply of labour was 
“short, and the remuneration rose to $th or jth of the crop. The Subdivisional 
‘Officer of Bagerhat states that in consequence of these circumstances he has 
‘seen some, fields in the Sunderbuns ages Pe the crops were left standing, as it 
“did not pay the cultivators to reap them. Perhaps these are fields where the 
‘“erop has been damaged by wild pigs and deer.” 


1Y.—PUBLIC HEALTH. 


31. The following table compares the recorded mortality in the districts 
of this Division during the past three years. Registration is, Lowbvee, not yet 
sufficiently perfect to deduce arguments from the recorded figures:— 





Number of deaths | Total number of deaths 3 
from all causes, = 











Number of deaths Number of deaths from 
fe from fever. from cholera. other causes, use: in 
1804, | 1893, 1892, . | 1892, | 1894, | 1893, | 1892, | 1894, | 1898, | 1892, ey 
| | < 





82. Taking each district years @ the public health of the 24-Parganas 
© 


during the year was worse than that of  stabigen year. Deaths from cholera 
were more than three times the number shown in the previous year, but the 
cases were scattered. Deaths from fever were greater by 24 per cent. 
and from bowel-complaints by 22'4 per cent. Deaths from small-pox and 
“other diseases” alone showed a decreaso of 22°4 and 7°9 per cent. respec- 
tively. The Barasat subdivision was the most egrets of the district, 
and the death-rate there doubled during the year. As this is the highest por- 
tion of the district, it ought to have been the healthiest, but it appears that 
fever was specially prevalent. This may be due to a deficient supply of good 
drinking water, but the fact is that Barasat is notoriously unhealthy. The 
suburbs of Calcutta continued unhealthy, and there was a large increase of fever, 
especially noticeable at Cossipore-Chitpore and Chetla. A ride through the 
localities will show the reason. The insanitary conditions, which may be com- 
paratively innocuous in sparsely inhabited villages, set in the middle of large 
open plains, are fatal when population is so dense as in the suburbs. The foul 
tanks and drains and other abominations illustrate the character of the munici- 
a administration. Mortality in the suburbs would be much greater than it 

if many of the inhabitants did not come from distant districts, to which they 
return to die when they fall ill. The largest mortality occurred in the months 
of November and December. The total number of persons vaccinated during 
the year was 47,471 against 41,102 of the preceding year. Of the former, 
46,088 cases were successful and 483 unsuccessful. 





sore fy ey 2 oepanmammererms arenes 


- 88. In Nadia also the public health during the was worse than that 
of the previous year. The gee areas suffered inet as much as the rural 
areas, Bat sh of deaths per mille of the population being 89°57 against 87 “07. 
Of the urban areas, Birnagar, which is an undrained jungle, suffered the most, 
having a death-rate of 54:08 pe ave of the population. Meherpur, on a 
deserted channel of the river Bhairab, came next with 48'11 per mille. There 
‘was an increase in the death-rate as compared with 1893 in every town 
except Kushtia and Kumarkhali, the former showing a very large decrease. 
Of the rural areas, Santipur and Krishnagar furnished the highest death-rates 
being 51°34 and 50°52 per mille of the population, and thana Damurhuda the 
lowest, being 29°69 per mille. The greatest number of deaths occurred 
in the month of January (7,799) and the lowest number in June (2,412), 
November and December were also very unhealthy, and there was an increase 
in the mortality in April, due to the prevalence of both fever and cholera. 
Malarious feyers prevailed very severely throughout the whole district, the 
number of deaths from this cause being 53,621 against 47,674 in 1893, and 
the death-rate 32°61 per mille of the population against 29. The highest 
mortality from fever was in January, April, and October to December, causin 
80,768 deaths, and the lowest in June, causing 1,956 deaths only. Cholera is 
shown as causing 5,038 deaths against 4,331 in 1893. The urban areas suffered 
less than the rural, The Sadar subdivision had the highest death-rate and 
Meherpur the lowest. The greatest number of deaths from cholera occurred 
in March and April, and the least in August and September, The total number 
of deaths from smal]l-pox was'10 against 26 in 1893. Dysentery and diarrhoea 
account for 186 deaths against 267 in 1893. The total number of deaths from 
injuries was 1,059 against 870 in 1893, They were chiefly caused by snake- 
bite and suicide, which were more common among females than males, and in 
rural areas than in urban, Deaths from other causes amounted to 5,148 against 
7,773 in 1893. There were 2 deaths among 154 pears admitted into the 
Krishnagar Jail Hospital. I attribute the ill-health of the district in great 
measure to obstructed drainage. It is worst along the deserted channels of 
reat rivers, where it improves when heayy rain produces a flow of water. I 
lieve that much may be done by sanitary drainage. 

34. In Murshidabad the total number of deaths returned was 45,184 
against 48,527 of the preceding year. This decrease in the death-rate coincides 
with general public opinion as to the comparative healthiness of the district, 
but the registration of vital statistics cannot be relied on. As usual, by 
far the largest number of deaths is registered under the head “ fevers,” and 
though no doubt deaths from chest-affections and other diseases accompanied 
‘by fever are recorded under this head, still malarial fevers and other compli- 
cations are the main cause of death. The total number of deaths from fever 
registered during the year was 36,766, or 1,826 less than in the previous year. 
The last quarter of the year gives the highest death-rate from this cause. “The 
greater number of the thanas most affected by fever are situated in the 
eastern portion of the district, which is urgently in need of drainage. The 
mortality from cholera during the year was 3,868, or very slightly more than 
the average of the previous five years, but less than in any single year of the 
five except 1890, which would super to have been remarkably free from this 
disease. Of the rural circles, wan shows the largest death-rate from 
cholera, being 7°37 per mille of the population, and Nawada the lowest, being 
4:12 per mille, Aone the municipalities, Lalbag shows the highest death- 
rate and Jangipur the lowest. The health of all the towns except Kandi “was 
better than in the previous year. The increase in the death-rate in Kandi is 
due to the greater prevalence of cholera, and not to a general in e of all 
sickness, malarial fevers being less than in the prevous year. Four deaths are 
returned from small-pox against 2 in 1893, and 4,500 from other causes a ainst, 
5,545 in the previous year. The total number of persons vaccinated da i 
the year was 39,674 against 35,632 in the previous year. Of the former, 39,32 
crs nage Ppa y and aly unsuccessful. Rs pe tian 

, © total number of deaths recorded in Jessore during the 
considerably less than that of the two preceding years, nt was also ‘eaten 
average of the five preceding years, the death-rate being 35°9 per mille against 
9°303 in the previous’ year and 36:1, the ayerage of the five preceding , 
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years. Tho rainfall was not so heavy as in the preceding year and this 
coupled with the measures taken by Mr. ShcratierDoone for the removal of 
obstructions to cnwge made by fishermen, may perhaps account for the 
decrease in the mortality. The prevailing disease was as usual fever, which 
alone was responsible for 58,247 deaths, against 63,725 in the previous year, 
Cholera accounted for 4,558 deaths against 3,624 in 1893, dysentery and 
diarrhoea for 92, and small-pox for 23 deaths. Deaths from injury numbered 
855, and those from other causes 4,105. Fever was prevalent throughout the 
a and throughout the district, being most severe in January, April, Novem- 
er, and December, when 8,290, 5,454, 6,520, and 7,190 deaths respectively were ° 
reported. The death-rate was highest in the Bangaon subdivision, being 39:2, 
and lowest in Narail, where it was 24:2, Tho police-stations which suffered 
most from fever were Bangaon and Gaighata, with death-rates of 42:3 and 41:1 
per mille of population. It is hoped that the removal of obstructions referred to 
will show better effect on the public health in the current year. Mortality from 
cholera was heavier during the year under report than in 1893, but it did not 
approach the very heavy mortality of 1892, There were 23 deaths from small- 
pox as compared with 2 in the preceding year. Most of the cases occurred in 
the subdivisions of Magura and Narail, and are said to have been imported from 
Calcutta. Fifty-nine thousand eight hundred and ninety-four vaccinations were 
performed during the year, of which 09,214 were successful and 680 un- 
successful, 

36. In Khulna the public health appears to have been about the same as 
in 1893, and better than in 1892. Tho number of deaths from fever is register- 
ed as 23,111 against 24,148 in 1893 and 28,548 in 1892. Cholera is shown as 
causing 2,457 deaths during the year, against 1,270 in 1893 and 3,961 in 1892. 
Deaths from other causes were 6,670 against 6,705 in 1893 and 4,770 in 1892. 
The ratio of deaths from all causes per mille of the opulation was 27°37 during 
the year, against 27:27 in 1893 and 31°66 in 1899. ie total number of persons 
vaccinated during the year was 33,382, of which 33,124 cases were successful 
and 258 unsuccessful. 


V.—MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


37. In consequence of the better harvest in the 24-Parganas during the 
ear, there was some improvement in the condition of the people generally, 
he agriculturists fared well. Those, however, who were in debt on account of 

the failure of crops in former P paca have only been able to clear themselves 
ially, and the profits derived from the sale of surplus produce were absorbed 
in the liquidation of their debts. The wages of labourers have been maintained, 
The non-cultivating classes continued to suffer from the increased price of food- 
ins, corresponding with the fall in value of the ru e, and from their 
isinclination to seek for any but clerical employment. The southern part of 
the district, which consists of fe lands, suffered ‘considerably during the year 
from the effects of floods caused by excessive rain in July, and, owing to the 
partial failure of the aman crop in these tracts, time was allowed to the culti. 
vators for the repayment of the loans advanced to them under the Agricul- 
turists’ Loans Act. The price of common rice fell in’ consequence of the good 
outturn of the aman male throughout the district. The condition of the 
raiyats in the Government estates in the Basirhat subdivision was, however, bad, 
owing to a partial failure of the aman crop and to tho loss of the boro rico 
harvest in those estates, and consequently large remissions of rent were granted 
to them, which, so long as I am dealing with actual cultivators and not 
middlemen, I prefer to carrying forward balances to be paid out of future 
harvests. 

38, In Nadia there was a considerable improvement in the material con- 
dition of the people during the year. The outturn of the two rice harvests 
was good and the rabi crops were fair. The prices of food-grains wero much 
lower than in the Doomed years. The lower agricul classes, living,. as 
ot are said to do, in a chronic state of indebtedness, were as well off as they 
could reasonably be expected to be, The evaad of labour ruled higher than 


usual—indeed at one time during the year labourers were getting 6 and 8 aunas 


